
CAMERONS :\'llLL (:YIHT Site No. BA 996) 

Walker's \!ill stood on the tr;:ict Curfmanstadt. ;:i parcel sun eyed in the 1780s for Daniel 
Curfman. a Pennsylvania German from York County. The mill \Vas as on the NW prong 
of Gunpo,\der F;ills per .Hwy/and Historicul .\laga::ine . .:'0:22. A reference in ;in old 
ne\vspaper adH~rtisement proves that this area was part o t. the "Barrens." a treeless \\aste 
\\hen the first settlers arriwd (.Hw~i1and Jozmwl. \lovemher 20. 1793 ). Curfman 
moved to Frederick County and sold his holdings to Daniel \Valker prior to 179-J.. but the 
1795 map of \laryland and Dela\\are by Dennis Griffith still showed "Kirkman's \!ill" 
some .+.5 miles belO\v the \fason-Dixon Line. 

Dr. Raymond Carleton Seitz. using materials in the Baltimore County Historical Society. 
found that the later O\vners. the Camerons were related to the Walkers through the 
marriage of Rachel Walker. The family name could haw been Walcker when they left 
Scotland. 

The 1798 tax list of Mine Run Hundred charged Daniel \\ alker with a log mill. much lHll 

of repair. \\ith t\\O pair of stones: also a sawmill out of repair. The premises also included 
one old dwelling house of logs. 25 x 18 feet: l old meat house 16 feet square. There \\ere 
50 acres. and the nearest neighbor \Vas Capt. James Calder. The entire property \\as 
assessed at $1818. 

The 1818 Assessor's Field Book (Old District 5) shov.:ed Daniel Walker as owner of 
"Curfman Stadt." 604 acres. including: 

1 Grice Mill $100 

I Saw \lill 70 

In 1828. William BalL the Sheriff of Baltimore County. advertised this property in the 
Gazette of \1arch 13, 1828. He described the property as a one-quarter interest in the 
tracts Curfman's and Daniel's Lot and Daniel's Addition. some 650 acres. plus three 
comfortable d\velling houses. gristmill and sawmill. 28 miles from Baltimore and near 
\Iiddletown. Priscilla Walker was listed as O\vner in the 1833 Assessor's Field Book. 
with 19 acres. part of Cherfmans Tadt and a grist mill worth $800. 

The 1850 city and county map by J.C. Sidney and P. J. Browne showed "J. Walker's 
Grist and Sawmill" on the opposite comer from the mill ruin that survives in 2002. The 
present stone dwelling is probably the dwelling shown on the east side of the road by 
Sidney and Browne. 
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In the 1852 :\ssessrnent (i\ISA 8256) . .Joseph Walker was listed with 280 ~Kres l)r 

"Kirkman's Stadt" and $1000 worth of improwments. alsu Grist '.'dill & \lachiner: \\Orth 
S550. and a s~m and Shingle Mill \\ith \lachinery worth S350. 

\Valker's Cirist 'viii! \Vas mentioned in a sale advertisement to sell part ur the adjoining 
tract Calckr's Castle (Baltimore ( 'ounty .-l111ericu11. March 21. 1862 ). The mill had also 
been shm\n as \Valker's Mill on a plat made in 1861. This plat also sho\\ed what was 
probably the Calder-Turner \!ill on present dairy Road and the first s1l1ne of the land 
surwy called Castle Calder (Baltimore County Plat Books. WPC 6. foliu 24). The 
adwrtisement to sell the nearby land of Charlotte Withers stated: 

Walker's S\\itch on the Northern Central Railroad is 
located on and belongs to this lot. and it is \\ell watered 
by the Little Gunpov,·der falls. The county-road from 
\liddletown to the York turnpike crosses the S\Vitch here 
affording a fine business centre. where a I ucrative business 
is no\V transacted which might be much enlarged \Vith 
proper effort. (American. April 5. 1862). 

The 1877 G. \I. Hopkins .-11/as a/Baltimore County. .Horr/and. clearly shows that .Jos. 
Walker's mill \vas the same one later called Cameron's i\lill and \vas in Election District 6 
in that atlas. 

Joseph Walker was born on July 16. 1794. and served as Sheriff of Baltimore County 
from 1861to1863. He was the son of Daniel Walker (1752-1820) and Prudence Purdue 
Walker (who died in 18_). He served in the House of Delegated from 1841-1844 and 
again in I 857-1858. Joseph Walker lived in the large stone house built into the hillside 
near the mill and carried on farming and milling. At age 71 he became involved in a 
lav.:suit that has in recent times been cited in pollution and environmental issues. 

Walker brought suit against the firm originally known as Dushane and Gladfelter. which 
in December 1869 had begun to use a long extant paper mill upstream. \Valker 
complained that the waters of the stream had previously been "limpid" and fit for 
watering livestock. but after reactivation of the Gladfelter Mill. the same stream turned 
black and was covered with foam from bank to bank. T\\O of his animals died. and 
Walker testified that he found they had suffered "almost destroyed bladders" which were 
full of foul water when he made an autopsy. Walker was unable to rent out the Walker 
Mill to tenant operators due to the pollution. The jury a\\ arded him one cent and costs. 
and the paper company appealed the case but failed to ha\ e the verdict overturned. 
Gladfelter. the surviving partner. had argued that paper mills along Gunpowder Falls and 
been dumping \Vaste and charred straw into the stream for over thirty years. He argued 
that in paper manufacturing. it was customary to empty out leftover batches off soda ash. 
lime. bleaching powder. and sulfuric acid. However. the \1aryland Court of appeals 
ruled that the downstream riparian owner had the right to receive all the water in the 
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stream in its natural purity. (.\/arylund Reports. 187-t. -HJ: I. Gladfelter-\ .-Walker .. \lso. 
Baltimore .\1111. June 1-L 26. 1873). 

In early 1877. Joseph Walker died and left all his real estate to his nephe\\. Daniel 
Walker Cameron. who was already a large landowner in the area. The inn~ntory or 
Walker's real estate mentioned "A certain tract of parcel l 1 r land situated in Baltimore 
County called Curfmanstadt & containing about 267 acres with all the irnpro\ements 
thereon being a stone dwelling house. grist and sa\v mill. Barn. cow house and \\agon 
house ... 22 February 1877." (Baltimore County Inventories. JBM. l-+:509). The 
personal imentory sho\ved that a number of persons owed money to Walker and that he 
\\as still acti\c in farming at the end of his life. equipped ''ith some modern machinery 
including a threshing machine. wheat fan. hay rake. and mowing machine. (Baltimore 
County Imentories. JBivl l-+:572). 

The 1877 G. \1. Hopkins atlas plate of District 7 seemed to show the mill as D. \V. 
Cameron's. \\bile the District 6 plate still showed Joseph Walker as O\\ner. The road \\as 
shown passing to the east of the mill rather than to the \\est as was the case in the 1850 
Sidney and Browne county map. Possibly the mill was rebuilt or the road relocated in 
that period. 

The 1880 census of manufactures gave the complete technical statistics on D. W. 
Cameron's mill. which was described as doing all custom business--i.e .. grinding grain 
for payment in kind rather than purchasing wheat for resale. The following statistics 
were recorded on the census form: 

C1pital Investment 
Run of stones 
Maximum output per/diem 
Fall of \Vater 
O\ershot Wheels 

Speed (rpm) 
. Width 
. Rated power 
Output 

Total Value per annum output 

$1000 
4 

60 bu 
11 ft 

') 

28 
4 ft 
2 hp 

600 bbl; t1our 
25 tons buckwheat 

150 tons feed 

Sl0,125. 

The sa\\mill represented $250 capital investment and was equipped with one each 
circular and :'vluley (up-and-down sash blade) saw. Annual lumber output was 50.000 
board feet. The sawmill was driven by a 5 hp overshot \vheel. 4 feet broad. at 28 rpm. 
driven by a 9-foot fall of water. 

The American .\:filler, a Chicago trade journal. reported in 1884: 

3 



Daniel W. Cameron. Walker's Switch. Baltimore Co .. \Id .. is 
rutting in a Success Water \Vheel. built h; S. \!organ Smith. 
York. Pa .. \\ho also has the contract for al 1 the ne\\ mac hi nen 
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of a first-class saw-mill. (American .V!i!!er. l 2 (July 1. 188...J. ): 3 71. 

The entir1: mill may haw heen rebuilt in 1886 to do awa; \Vith millstone grinding and 
convert to flour making by self-contained steel-roller mill units: 

The ne\\ roller mill recently put up by \Ir .. \. Lohr. of 
l3eckleysYille. at \Valker's Switch. is nO\\ in successful 
operation. comprising a full set of Ste\ en\ rolls. superior 
flour reel. besides an extra one reel bolt.'' ith all necessan 
imprO\·ed machinery. The proprietors. \Ir. Geo. A. Cameron 
\fr. J. M. Jones. are now enabled to suppl; their friends 
\Vi th a good article in the way of flour as the market affords 
at 30 barrels per day.(Jfmyland Journal. Towson. October 2. 1886 ). 

The other county paper made note of the ne\v investment: 

"Letterjf-0111 rhe Lpper End.-- . .. We \vill mention the ne\\_roller 
mill now in successful operation at Walker's station on the ),' orthern 
Central Railroad between Parkton and Bentley's. The mill comprises 
the full Steven's rolls. with all necessary improved machinery for 
the manufacture of first-class flour. similar to that made by the 
celebrated Rennoll's mill near York. The capacity of the mill 
at Walker's. we are told. is thirty barrels per day. The proprietors. 
Messrs. J. M. Jones and George H. Cameron. take pleasure in 
stating that they are now prepared to 'fill the bill' promptly 
and will guarantee satisfaction to buyers. bakers. and consumers 

(Baltimore County Democrar. September 15. 1886). 

This plant \vas described as "a large flour mill at Walker's Switch" in the 1887 State 
business directory. More equipment was acquired in the following decade: 

The Case Mfg. Co., has received an order from B. F. Starr & 
Co., Baltimore, Md .. for 7 pairs of rolls to be placed in the mill 
Of E. W. Cameron. Walkers. Md. (Amerirnn .V!iller. 23 (.July 1. 1895 ): 53 
537.) 

Daniel W. Cameron ( 1811-1904) was also a member of the House of Delegates. serving 
in 1867 and 1870. He appeared in the 1896 tax ledger \vith a flour mill and "mansion 
house" and other outbuildings plus six silver spoons worth a total of $..J..50 plus $30 worth 
of "Brittania Ware." 

Cameron left the mill to George H. Cameron. The dwelling was left to Lucinda A. 
Cameron and Elizabeth Lassiter for their natural lives. then to pass to George H. 
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Cameron. Daniel Cameron's postmortem inventory mentinned four bedrooms ( Baltinwre 
County ln\entories. HR 33:513). Some of the items listed \\ere. inter alia: 

\Vind mill 
'.'Vlare Jin 
Mare Bet 

I HorseTohe 
I Mare Daisy 

Champion Binder 
Grain Drill. 

George H. Cameron appeared in tax lists down to the 19:::8-1940 series. The IC) 18 Tax 
Ledger of District 7 (folio -.J.57) showed George H. Cameron \Vith 371 acres at Walker's 
S\\itch on the Pennsylvania Railroad. The buildings had the follO\ving dimensions: 

D\\elling 12 x 22 
20 x 38 t\vo stories $908 

Grist \!ill 36 x -.J.O 1200 

D\\elling 14x 16 
18 x 36 t\vo stories 81 () 

Ten. House 16 x 24 two stories 

7 Outbuildings 300. 

George H. Cameron died in 1928. Following some legal complications. the mill \Vas 
auctioned in 1939 and sold to Claude A. Hanley, a noted Towson attorney. \vho conveyed 
the mill to D. Webster Cameron and the dwelling property to Harry G. Cameron (Deeds 
CWB JR. 1067:202. 208). The sale advertisement in the .Jeffersonian was not very 
specific. offering only "a large stone house. two barns, and a grist mill ... The property is 
well watered with numerous small streams and the Little Gunpowder River." (Baltimore 
County Judicial Records. CWB JR. 459:369). 

The 1928 tax ledger showed a correction made in 1940. \\ ith the house and mill charged 
to Harry G. Cameron. The mill burned down in either 19-.J.3 or 1944 according to the late 
Richard Cameron who was away in the army at the time. The mill was not carried in the 
1946 tax ledgers. The entire property devolved on Richard D. Cameron over 1960-1 %3. 
and the mill \Vas but a set of foundation walls as long ago as 1965 per photographs. The 
house became vacant in 1976 and suffered some vandalism. One of the surviving 
millstones was stolen some time prior to the 1977 write-up of this property by the county 
historian. A restoration of the house was planned in 1977 but nothing came of it until 
2002 when a thorough restoration by capable contractors was carried out for W. Talbot 
Dailey who took title in December 2000. This house had been nominated to Baltimore 
County Landmarks List in 1977 by owner Richard D. Cameron and was added to the 

:5 
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Baltimore County Final Landmarks List by action of the County Council the sa111e year 
under Bill 101-78. The house is on a parcel (Tax ::Vlap 12. P238. Lot 50) that alsn 
includes the 111ill ruin. 

Date of construction of the house cannot be determined'' ith records that sun i' e. It 111ust 
han~ been built somewhere between the 1798 tax list and the making of the 1850 county 
map. It could be argued that a prosperous milling famil~ \\Ould have needed a dwelling 
at this location from at least 1794 and upwards. The mention of "three rnmfortable 
houses" in an 1828 advertisement to sell this property could be an important clue in 
narrowing the date. The d\\elling is built into an earthen hank in the Pennsyhania
German tradition and in the 1970s still had elaborate scroll-sam1 Victorian porch railings 
that did not 111atch the early 19th century period of construction. Behind the house is ~1 
cemetery '' ith burial places of former O\\ ners. 

--John \kGrain. County Historian. June 25. 2002. 

6 



• 

I ~ 

:JALTlliOHE COUllTY LA..>ID:.'LARKS PRE3ERVATIOU ca:.nnssroN •;3,4- - ·'176 

MA.6r =tf 03<1i9,5304-
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

lNVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

fil}NAME 
{',,: H'E/UJ/I/ { '°4~ e=e.) M L.L. : rtfLL 1.:.;1zs /;:,v.re 

HIS19!'.£l.er' s house at CSILeron Mill 

ANO/OR COMMON 

~LOCATION 
STREET 6c NUMBER Cameron Mill Road and W~ 

CITY. TOWN 
Parkton II' VICINITY OF 

STATE 

T'lio.ryla.nd 

~CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X_BUILDINGCS) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-OBJECT · 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

~PRIVATE ~UNOCCUPIED 
-BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION X ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS -YES RESTqlCTED 

_Bt:rNG CONSIDERED - YES Ul'iRESTRICTED 

_NO 

~OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Richard R. Cameron 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 6 
CITY. TOWN 

\'lhi te Hnl.l - VICINITY OF 

§)LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY Of DEEDS.ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Coanty Courtc Building 

401 Bosley Avenue 

Towson, 

3rd Councilmanic District 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

2nd Congressione.l District 
COUNTY 

'Ba1 tjmore County 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MuSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA;'lK 

_E;DUCATIONAL :l£..PRIVAlE RESIDENCE 

_ENlERlAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

- TRANSPOFH ATION 

_ OTHER 

357-5963 

Telephone iJ : 357-8923 - -'------

Liber 1t: 
Folio it: 

STATE I zip code 
Md. 21161 

STATE 

EHK JR. 5501 
910 

?.Id . 21204 

~REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
Bal tmore County Historic Sites Inventory 

~IT~ Maryland Historico.J. Trust 
1.lliT Inventory No. BA 996 

DATE On-;'.;0.'..1ic; ~ince 1964 + :lOC 
-FEDERAL _$TATE _couNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRVEY RECORDS 21 State Circle 

CITY. TOWN STATE Md. 21401 



. . . , 

. ' 

. ~DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

LDETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

ZXALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This stone and frame !L,1ller1 s d\·;ellir.g is a house t.liat reflects a once prosperous 
rural industry. The house seems to be in a style preferred by Maryland and Penns-
1 vania Germans. The main block is built of stone, two stories high with a :full, walk-in 
basement. The stone ends of the house are practically bla.'1.k, with a small square attic 
window in each end: near the front on the south end, near the rear on the north end. 

The layout of openings i-n the main facade is irregular: 4 bays at basement level, 
5 bays including a center door at first-story level, and 4 bays at the second -story 
level. 

The house is built into a hillside rairi is set very close to Car;ieron Mill Road. 
Entrance is at ground level through a door set off-center. A porch, or gallery 
supported by open po~ts and a maso!lr'/ >rall stretches across the front of the house 
at t.lie first-story level. The porch has a shed roof and a ceiling formed of l:!tb 
strips. The porch railincs are cut in a common Victorian pattern and oust be a 
replacement of so:::ne original Federal po:r-ch or gallery railing. 

The roof of the ,?tone section is a gable type vii th a heavy box cornice a."ld over
hanging eaves. The corners of the house a.re qu6i·ned with massive stones. Chimneys 
are an inside type, at each end of t.l-ie house, e:::nerging through the ridge line of the 
roof. Parts of the stone walls still have a coating of stucco that was scored in 
an ashlar pattern. 

The back build~ is two stories, frane and clapboard, ren..:1.ering the floor plan 
T-s.liaped. The rear extension is three bays deep. The roof is also gabled, with over
hanging eaves at the east end. There are two square attic windows in the east end 
which is other wise w.i. thout openin,;s. 

Most windows in the house are double-hung sash types with 6-on-6 lights. Most 
windows a..""e fitted with louvered shutters and at least two pair of solid paneled blinds 
survive ·at the rear of the stone segment. 

The house is set in a drru:iatic location just northeast of the ruin of the mill 
f'oundatio:::is. A number of outbuildirl(;s have gone alnost entirely to decay but a 
:frame dairy house mrvives just south of the d\1elling. 

A private cemetery containing stones of the Young and Walker fa:nilies survives 
on the hill behind the house. 

Of the mill, all that remains is a basement wall, some stone steps, and the pier 
o:f a for.:ner bridge or possibly of a sluiceway. Trees grow inside the foundations. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



E1 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_, ; t1 - ;;/~ C'it 
I ':1 IL 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLUtiY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1S00·1599 _AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 :x;..ARCHITECTURE _EOUCA TION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXP LORA TIONISETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS ::X:.INOUSTRY _POLITICSIGOVERNMENT _OTHER lSPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Cameron !.!ill House or miller's dv:ellin& house was ho:ne for the owner of the 
mill on the opposite side of Ca.":leron I.'.l:ill Rend. The land here was held in reserve by 
the Lord Proprietor's land office and was not parceled out until almost the time of 
the Revolution. Daniel Curfman, whose name clso appears as Kirkman, had a. tract called 
Curfmanstadt surveyed so1"l.etime before 1792 and bad a. resurvey made of it in 1792 but 
did not receive his corrected cer_tificate until 1804. 

The -terrain was once called "The Barrens, 11 and the tree cover was apparently 
growing back after a fire, caused either by the Indians or by lightning, which had 
created devastation so::netbe prior to the first visits by Europea.vis. A newspaper ad 
of 1793 mentioned Daniel Kerfman (sic) as a resident of the Barrens. 

He had been called Daniel Cou....-"man in the 1790 census of 1'.ir..e Run Hundred. By 
1794, Daniel Cu.rfrr,an was a resident of Frederick County, and b~ swill of 1805 states 
that he sold land in Baltimore County to Christian a.."ld Daniel Ylalker, as had his son 
George. Curfman bad been a native of York County, descended from a fa."'!ily of Rhineland 
Hesse and had served in the Revolution as a private in Captain John Miller's C01'1pany, 
7th, Battalion, in 1777-78, and 1782. 

Dennis Griffi t..'1 1 s r::iap of :i.'.:aryla!1d vras made in 1794 and ~owed Kirlanans Mill located 
4. 5 I:li.les .south of the I.:ason-Dixon line. The 1798 tax list of Mine Run Hu.."1.dred 
apparently c~ges this mill to Daniel '.'lalker; Walker o\med l:md on the Great Falls 
and adjoined Captain Calder. His business enterprise was described as 11 1 mill o:f logs, 
1 pair of star-es, much out of repair" and 11 1 Saw Llill, Do., :much out of repaiT." 
His dwelling was old, log, and 25 x 18 in dimension. 

George Curfr::ia.n was also on the 1798 tax list but his dwelling was al.so built 
of logs and assessed at a mere 320; his entire estate came to $296. That Curfua.D.1 s 
neighbors were Captain Daniel Walker and Captain Calder. 

In 1808, Daniel C~' s wido·:; 3aroara, a. resident of Frederick Cou..'11.ty, 
con:firmed Daniel Walker's title to Curf:oansta.dt. The 1818 assessor's field book listed 
Daniel Walker as o-.·mer of 604 acres of Cur:f!!lan.stadt, along w:i. th a Grice [sic] Uill and 
a saw mill, worlth, ~l,00 and $70, respectively. The 1823 book s.'1owed Joseph Walker·· as 
owner of a grist and sav;mill v:hile the 1833 assessor's field book charged, :Priscilla 
Walker with 19 acres of Cherfuans Tadt and one grist mill worth $800. 

-Sidz:ey1 s 1850 county n:ap show2d "J. \'lalker1 s Grist and Saw:nill11 on the opposite 
corner from the present mill ruin. The present house is probably the dwelling shown on 
the east side of the road. 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



'.'Talkers T·cill at ':!alker' s :=:witch 'l'.'ar: !"entior:ed aP o::i!'ostte tfie ::::iro:?ert:· of' 
Charlotte Withers in ru: auct:i.0!1 advertiser.e:r:t i~ tl1c :::e.J. ti.T'.!ore Ar:erj cc..~ of' April 5, 
1862; it ;ras ste.ted t!:.e.t: 

''!al l:er' s S·:.':i. tc1:. o-:: t"le Nort"'.err. Ce:"ltral 
P.e.ilroad is loc<>"ted on c.nd belo~-:s to this 
lot, r>-::d it is ·::eJ_l •;:rltcred r:· t':e J,i ttle 
GUl!? :J';-der "F'e,11 s. rrhr: COU'1 t~·--:rn <;'1 :from 
Pidriletc,·::: to t'ce York tnr;::;_Jikc crosr;es 
t'.':e ::-::itch ~:ere a.c--fo!'di1\~ a fi:-,e '::.u-.:i~e2s 

cc:-~tc-e, v·l1 ere e. l•.1crati ve tusi:1es'.':' is C'0"?7 

trt"l.c'l::2.cted ·:fl-iic" ...,i~'rit "e r:ruch ecle.r,:ed ~7i th 
='ro:::er effort. ( 5) -

'.'.'alkers Pill e.:1riears i:, P ~lat of 12F1 Ir.£;.de in co'l:':.ection with the ... i trer::: este.te; 
t'r.e nlat s'::.o'."!S tl-:at the '"alkers '.<ill -.·:as :::e;'"T t~v~ ':-:eci~'1:i.r;:: stone of' Castle Calder tract 
a!ld tlte "!e..lker fence e."."'d IJiJ::l:race v1ere by· t::is S'~l!"Vey sr:o'.·:n to :iave stra~red across into 
the Calder-·:ri t:->ers pro!Jert:·. 

Jose::;i>: 1'.'clker Vias born i!"': 180! n.::d sn.:rved 22 :;:-eriff of :Sal tinore Cou:,t-· fro::: 1861 
to 1863. He y;as ti...e son of ..,...,P.niel '"sJ.ker ( 1'752-18~0) a!!d T>riscilla. "urClue '."clker ( v:ho 
died 18--). He served i!l t~:e Ho".Jse of Delccates i'ro::n 1841-44 c::..r:d 1857-58. ,Josep!:. 
''Falker lived i!:. the riresent le>!';3e stone 'ho,1.:::e a:><cl carried en f2.r::-1in.:; a::",d milli~,:. At e..:;e 
71, he beca""le iclYOl ved in a. la:::sui t t~-:at J:a:::~ in. rece::-:t ti-:".les been cited in ecoloc· problems. 

1lclker bro·.:.::;~t ini t a.::;ci.:i"'.".:::t t 1-ce fir"l 0ri[i':3.ll:· bo·;.~ as :Dus:.-Oz.re a.."'.!d Glad:fel ter, 
\•:l1ich in Decenber 1369 tad r:.-~.:_,.,1~:. to ur-e a lo"'_:: c:r+.a::-it :12.~'=r-r.1ill 1_:.pstree.:c:. ".'elker 
co::-i:;:ilainec t"et t'-le ·:.·ati::rs of t:-ie s-:re8!:. >e.~ ::;ireviously bee:i "li"'.:::;:iid" ar..d fit fcir ·:mteri1'..g 
stock, but after reactivation of' t!:e Glad:fel ter ::;ill, t':.e sc.rie stre2c.".l turned blnc:c and 
vm.r:: covered ·::i th foa::J fro.'!! °t'eT~c to ba:-ik. m·:·o of' :-_i ~ 2.c:ir:als died, '"-'.2:.d ":'fn.J.ker testified. 
tl-:at he f'c·U::td ti:e:· ::ud 2'Uffer~d "o.lY.lost de:-otro:·eo ":JJ i:idderP" ·::1-:ich Y:ere f\111 o:f fo'..ll ';".'2_ter 
v1f'.en !:.e ~ade aC' e.';tops~·. '.''aJ k<.::".' ":72.S unable to re!:.t o-ut the '.'I<ilker ·~ill due to t":e pollution. 
The jury e:;•arncd r.i:'.l o:le cer:t ;:1._'1tJ costs, '.l'-a t>e :'.'2:9er co-:n::-iar::' n:_-r::iealed t~e Cr!.se a::-:d failed 
to have the verdict overturr.ec. Glad:fel ter, t1:.e su.:::-vi vi:?.'1,3 :1£:.'.".'t'ier, rad a:!'Oled t~'at ;:ia:;er
mills alon.::; Iii ttle Gun;:io":'7der ~.''1.lls ;-e_d bee:i. dl::-:'piri.c '.7aste a::d ccarred strA.':7 ir:.to t':.e stream 
for over t"hirt:· :·ears. He ar,::_:ued t...,,at ir. :i;:.:::er ;;~ti.fect'-lri~, it ,._.!l:::> c-ustora;r:• to e::'l!Jty 
out leftover be.tc'•es of soda n~r, l:i."Je, bl'":ac'1in-: po0der, a~.ca f:'.flphuric acid. But the 
Court of A:p~eals U?held t",e riC")-,t of a ri='~ian. o';.-1er to receive ell t'r..e '.'?ater in -:-..._e 
strear:i in its r..E.tural purl ty. ( 6) · 

In earl~~ 1877, Josep!': '.'.'all.(er rhed £Td le:ft ?....11 1-iis rehl estate to J::is nep'!eVT, Ila.'liel 
i7alker Ca~,eroYl, ,·:no '!l<"'..S alre~r:I:: a li:irce l:;.~r:o·:-:-ier in t":e area. T:::C.e inve:'.':to~· of '.'.'E>.lker' s 
real estate :r.:e::l°'cioc:s "A cer-;;;:-:.i:c trr>ct or :-'C':r':!~l of T,221d si t°'J.2.ted in Bal t.iMore Count~· called 
Curfua..':.ste.dt & contain.ir-3 abou~ '?:t:i7 acres •:.-:.. t:~ ell the Li;i:i::-ove::ie:'.1.ts t'.1.ereo!l bei::'.13 a stone 
d'l"rellin_:: h01~ se, cri st a..'1d sE::r "ill, ~e.rn co·:1 hou ~e ar:d wa,:o!'. house •••• 22 ?e bru8.Y~' 1877." ( 7) 
Tbe per:::onal inve!1tor:· sho;rs t-,..at a !'F!:iber of :rie:rso::J::: 0·:1ed ~oney to ':Talker, and he was 
still active i::1 :fa.:r:c:inc, eq'.Ji!l!1E:d wit!:. so~.e "':Odem r:~c!i.inery including a t:-ires..'11~~ r::a.c~.i!"'_e, 

wheat f'an, ha.:· rp_lre, end mowin:::: ::-;achir:e. (8) 
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The 1877 atlas plate of District 7 seems to show the mill as D.W. Cameron's, while 
the District 6 plate still shows it as Joseph Walker's. The road is shown passir.g to 
the east of the mill rather t..lia.n to the west as was the case in the 1850 Sidney map. 
Possib1y the mill was rebuilt or the road moved in the period. 

The 1880 census of ma.nufacturing gave the complete technical statistics on D.W. 
Cameron' a mill, which was described as doing all custom business-i.e •• grinding grain 
for payment in kind rather than purchasing grain for rese.le. The following statistics 
were recorded on the census form: 

Capital investment $1000 Output 600 bbl flour 
Run of stones 4 25 rye 
Ma.xi.mum per diem 60 bu 4 tons buckwheat 
Fall of water 11 ft 150 tons feed 
Overshot wheels 2 
• Speed (rrm) 28 Total value of output/ annum $10,125 
• Width 4 ft 
• Rated power (hp) 20 

The sawmill had ~;250 capital. invested in it and was equipped with one each circula:r and 
Muley (up-and-down) saw; annual output was 50,000 boa.rd feet ($620); the works was driven 
by a 5 hp overshot wheel, 4 ft broad, at 28 rpm, driven by a 9-foot fall of water. 

_The American Miller,. a Chicago trade journal, reported in 1884 

Daniel W. Ce:neron, Walker's Switch, Bal tiniore Co., 
Md., is putting in a Success Water Wheel, built by 
s. Morgan Smith, York, Pa., who also has the contract 
for al.l the new machinery of a first-class saw~:n.111. (9) 

The whole Irill may have been rebuilt in 1886 to do away wi. th millstone grinding and 
convert to flour making by self-contained steel-roller units: 

The new roller mill recently put up by ?.:r. A. Lohr, of 
Beckleysville, at Walker's Switch, is now in successful 
operation, co~prising a full set of Steven's rolls, 
superior four reel, besides an extra one reel bolt, 
with all necessary improved :machinery. The propietors, 
Mr. Geo. A. Ca:neron and Mr. J.M. Jones, ere now enabled 
to supply their friends with a good article in the way 
of flour as the market af'fords at 30 barrels per day. (10) 

The 1887 State business directory listed Ca::nerons Mills as "a large flour mill at 
Walker's Switch". 

Daniel w. Cameron (1811-1904) was also a member of the House of Delegates, in 1867, 
and 1870. He appears in the tax list of 1896 with a flour mill and "mansion house" and 
other outbuildings pl.us 6 silver spoonsworth a total of $4.50 and $30 worth of "Brittania 
m9.re". 

Cameron· left the mill to George H. Cameron. The dwelling was left to Lucinda A. 
Cameron and Elizabeth Lassiter for their natural lives, to pass then to George H. Cameron~. 
The Daniel Cameron invento!"y mentioned four bedroons. Some of the items listed were, inter 
alia: 
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Wind mill 
1 Mare Jin 
1 Mare :Bet 
1 Horse Tobe 
1 Mare Daisy 

Champion Binder 
Grain Drill (11) 

Cameron Miller's House 

George H. Cameron appears in tax lists down to the 1928-1940 volume. The 1918 tax 
list of District 7 (f. 457) showed George H. Cameron with 371 acres at Walker's Switch 
on the Pennsylvania Railroad. The buildings had the following dimensions: 

Dwelling 12 x 22 
20 x 38 two stories $908 

Grist Mill 36 x 40 1200 

Dwelling 14 x 16 
18 x 36 two stories 810 

Ten. House 16 x 24 two stories 432 

7 Outbuildings 300 ( 12) 

George H. Cameron died in 1928. Following some legal complications, the mill was 
·uctioned in 1939 and sold to Claude A. Hanley, a Towson attorney, who conveyed the mill 
.o D. Webster Cameron and the dwel-li~ propery to Harry G. Cameron (Deeds CW:B JR. 1067: 
202, 208). The sale advertisement in the Jeffersonian was not very specific, offering 
only "a large stone house, two barns and a grist mill ••• The pl7operty is well watered 
with numerous small streams and the Little Gunpowder River". ( 13) 

The 1928 tax ledger shows a correction made in 1940, with the house and mill charged 
to Harry G. Cameron. The mill drops out of the 1947-1952 assessment ledger. The entire 
property devolved on Richard R. Cameron over 1960-63 and the mill was but a set of foundation 
walls as long ago as 1965 per photographs. The house became vacant in 1976 and suf'fered 
some vandalism. One of the surviving millstones was stolen in recent years. A restoration 
of the house was planned in 1977. 

Date of construction for the house can not be detennined with the records available. 
It must have been erected somewhere between the 1798 tax ledger and the 1850 map; it 
could be argued that a prosperous milling family would have needed a dwelling at this 
point from at least 1794 and upwards. 
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Notes: 

1. Patents IC No. s, f. 172 

2. Maryland Journal, Baltimore, November 20, 1793. 

3. Robert Joseph Curfman, The Cur:f:man-Kurfman - Corfman -

Korfinan Genealogy (Denver, 1971), page 109. 

4. B.C. Deeds, WG 96:552. This quit-claim is the only deed recorded. 

5. Judicial Records, EHA 26:187 

6. Maryland Reoorts, 1874, 40: 1. Also, Baltimore Sun, June 14, 26, 1873 

1. Inventories, JBM 14:509. 

8. Inventories, JBM 14:572. 

9. .American Miller, 12 (July 1, 1884): 371. 

10. Maryland Journal, Towson, October 2, 1886. 

1. Wills, HR 13:272; Inventories, HR 33:5~3 

.12. District 7 Tax Ledger, 1918, f. 457 

13. Judical Records, CWB 459: 369 • 
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mJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 ac in vicinity of house 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE none COUNTY none 

STATE COUNTY 

£nFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

John McGrain 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Of:fice of Planning and Zoning October 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

401 Bosley Avenue- - 494-3495 
CITY OR TOWN 

Towson, 
STATE 

Md. 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by.an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section· 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement • 

. The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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