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Otterbein Church, (Old Otterbein Evangelical United Brethren 

Church) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
(Clreck Ono) 

0 Excellent f{) Good O fair 0 Oe1er io1ote d 0 Ruins l:=J Unupo:.ed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check On•) 

CX] Afte1ed 0 Unaltc nod 0 Mov .. d Q;I Original Site 

OESCRl8E THE: PRESENT A N O OR IGIN AL (ii known) PHYSICAL APP EAR ANCE: 

Otterbein Church is a two-story brick Georgian structure, 
built in 1785- 86 by Jacob Small, Sr ., a local carpenter. The 
design for the bui lding is also attributed to Small. 

The peaked roo f is topped on the west gable by a 
square tower with octagonal cupola-on- cupola , remi niscent 
of the style of Christopher Wren. 

The entrance , in the second (w) of five bays , is covered 
by a pedimented vestibule. A double door, panelled, has 
l eaded stained glass sidelights ana an arched transom. 

The windows on each floor have semi-circular arches 
with radiating munt ins and twenty-two over fifteen sash , 
Much of the original glass still r emains , Between floor 
levels there is a white limestone belt course. A wooden 
cornice with modillions encircles the building forming pedi­
ments on the gables. 

A major remodeling in 1839 . . created a projection with 
I. 

hipped roof ·in the. east wall which houses the pulpit and 
marks the aspe. These renovations also resulted in the re­
moval of the interior balconies. 

-
The nails throughout the building were hand-made. The 

beils, cast in Germany, and installed in 1789, are still used. 

The Otterbein Church is located within a large Urban 
Renewal area which surrounds the Baltimore harbor. This will 
result in the removal of the commercial structures which now 
surround it and the creation of parks and new dwelling places. 
Accordingly, the church has l~ng-range plans for restoring 
the .building and grounds to their former beauty. 
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PERooo (Check Orie o r Mor e os Appropriate) 

0 P re-Co lumbian I 0 16th Cen tury KJ 18 th Century 

O 15th Cenf\J ry 0 17th Cuntury l8;} 19th C 10ntury 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (lfApplicBl>le ondKnowt\) 178'3-1786 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check On .. o r /Sore OS Appr<>priate) 

Abo< iginal . 

0 Prehistor ic 

0 Historic 

Q Agriculture 

~ Archite cture 

~Art 

O Comme rce 

0 Communicotioos 

0 Conser.,,otion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAN C E 

· 0 'E d ucotion 

Q Engine.,ring 

O lndu's try 

0 Invention 

0 l ondscope 

· At chitocture 

0 Lite rature 

Q Military 

O Music 

0 Politica l 

'.·~ 'Re ligion/Phi. 

l osophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Sociol/Humon-

it orion 

0 Theoter 

Q T rons.portof ion 

B-1 1 

0 10th Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Sp.,cify) 

The Otterbein Church is the only eighte~nth-century 

church building of any denomination in continuous use 

which remains in Baltimore . It was built in 1785-1786 
by Jacob Small, Sr. , fo r a congregation of Germans who, 

under the l eadership of Pastor Phillip Wilhelm Otterbein , 
had separated :from the Lutheran Church . 

Here , in 1789, the first Conference of United Brethren 
preachers was held, resulting in the official organization 
of t he Church of the United Brethren in Christ , and in 
the election of Pastor Otterbein as a bishop of the new 
churc~ • . 

Otterbe in's grave , in the churchyard, is marked by 
a monument, erected in 1913 , one hundred years following 
his death • 
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UNITED HATES DEPAR TMEN T OF THE INT E RI OR 
NA TlONAL PAR!< SERV ICE 

NATIONA L REGISTER OF filSTORIC P L ACE S 

INVENTORY - NOMINATIOI-{ FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 
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Otterbein Church 

#6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

STA TE 

!.~aryla.nd 

COUN TY 

Ealtir:iore City 
FOR N PS USE ONLY 

E NTRY NUM BE R I 
I 

Commi ssion for Historical & Architectural Preservat ion 

1966 

402 City Hall 

Baltimore, 'Maryland 

Survey 

Code : 19 

tfaryland Register of historic sites and landmarks 

May 1969 
Maryland Historical Trust 
Post Office Box 1704 
Annapolis, Maryland Code : 19 

#9 . REFERENCES 

OAT £ 

Rose, Howaid Wickliffe, The Colonial Houses of Worship 
in America · (1 607-1789) \New Yor1:: ·Has~1ngs Rouse , 1963), 
pp. 178 . 

Scharf , J. Thomas , The Chronicles of Baltimore 
(Baltimore: TurnbUll Brothers , 1874) , pp . 40- 42 , 76 , 136 

f Liber WG 87 Folio 517, Land Record Office of the Superior 
Court of Balt imore City, Room 610 , Baltimore City Court 
House , Baltimore, Maryland 
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B- 11 I __ ,_ ----- ----- - -9. MAJ .)R b•BLlOGRAPHICAL REFERE!KE S -
Recorders : Romaine s. Somerville , Executive Secretary , and 

Catharine F. Black , Commission Member , Commission for His-
tori cal & Architectural Preservation , 402 City Hall , Bal ti-
more , J,!a.ryland . Code : 19 -

Ho~land , Richa rd Hubbard, and Spencer , Elizabeth Patterson , 
The Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimore : The Johns 
HOP'Kins Press, 1 9~ 31 , pp . 1~-20; Pl ate XXIII . 

[ see continuation sheet] 
I 10 . . GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A ' ' ---- ·-

L ATITUDE ANO LON G ITUDE COOR D IN AT ES LATIT UDE ANO LO NGITUDE COORDINA TE S 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPER TY 0 DEF IN ING THE CENTER POIN T OF A PROPE RT Y 

R 
OF LESS THAN Tl'N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUD E LONGITUDE LA TITUDE LO NGITUDE 

Di!9 recs Minules Seconds Degrees Minulc>S Seconds Degrees Minutes Secc11d s o.,grees Minu,es. s .. conds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . " 

NE 0 . . 0 . . N39 17 03.8 W76 37 02 . 7 
SE 0 . . 0 . 
SW I> . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOM INATE D PROPERTY: . 6 aqre 
IL IS T ALL STA TES -"ND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAP?ING STATE OR COUN T Y BOUNOAR1£ !: 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 
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STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STA T E: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUN T Y: COD E 

1-';ll. FORM PREPARED BY·'· >· 
, .· .. 

< " 
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NAM E ANO TITLE: 

Mrs . Preston Parishl Keeper of the Maryland Register 
ORG ... NIZATION I 0-" T E 

Maryland Historical Trust Oct . 10 . 196l) 
S TRE ET ANO N\JMBER: 

P. o. Box 1704 
CI TY OR IOWN : S TA TE COOE 

Annapolis Maryland 21404 ,~ 

p 2: STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIF,ICAi' lON 
.. , . , 

NATIONAL' REGISTER VERIFICATION - ., ; 

.. 

As the qesignated State Liajson Officer for the Na · 

t ional Histo ric Preservat ion Act or 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), l hereby n ominate this property for inclusion Nat iona I Register. 

in the National Register a nd cerliry that it has been 

evaluated according to the c rite ria and procedures set 

forth by the Nat ional Park Service . The recomme nded 

level of signifi ca nce of this nomination is: 
Chief, Office o f Archeology and Histori c P r eservation 

Natiornil '.::J State ~ Local D 

Name 2> ~~Jo 
-

~cfl~,J 
Date 

I AlTEST: Or l ando Ridout IV 

Tille State Liaison Of fice r 
fo r Maryland Keeper of The National Re~ister 

Dat e Octob er 13, 1969 uate 
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UNITED ST A TES DEPARTMENT. OF THE INTERIOR 
NA T l ON AL PARK SER VICE 

NATIONA L REGI STER OF HISTOR IC PLACE S 

P ROP ERTY MAP FORM 

(Type a ll entries - attach to or enclose v. ·ith map) 

l. NAME .·._:· . " 

coMMot,, Otterbein Chur ch 
AN01 0R H1sToR1 c: Old Otterbein 

2. LOCATION .·. : 
•.; ... 

STREE T ANO NUMBER: 

112 \V. Conway Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Bal timore 
S TA T E: CODE COUNTY: 

L1HT B- 11 
ST ATE ~ 
Maryland I 

COUN TY 

Baltimore City 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NVMBE R DATE 

Maryland 19 Baltimore City 
3. 

4 .-

MAP :REFERENCE 
SOURCE: 

u.s.G.s . 7.5 ' Quadrangle Baltimore East 
SCALE: 000 
D ATE: 

REQUIREMENTS :-· .--:.· ... 

TO BE I NCLUDED ON AL L MAPS 

l. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow , 

3. Lot i tude and longitude reference. 
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112 w. Conway Street 
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Baltimore 

Otterbein Church from the south 
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Archbishop Carroll 

The Roman Catholic Cathedral as Benjamin Latrobe designed it, 
completed in 1821. The present onion towers were added later 

The Seed that Fell 

into Good Ground 

BALTIMORE holds a unique place in the religious 
history of the nation, appropriate to the chief city 
of Maryland, where religious freedom in America had 
its beginning. 

Following the Revolution, the Pope appointed 
Father John Carroll, a Marylander, Vicar General 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States. 
In 1789 Father Carroll became the first Roman 
Catholic Bishop in this country. In 1808 the Baltimore 
Cathedral, which he had planned, was elevated to 
the rank of a metropolitan church and Dr. Carroll 
was invested with the dignity of Archbishop. Thus 
Baltimore became the birthplace of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in this country. 

Baltimore may claim also the country's first 
Methodist Bishop. December 27, 1784, Francis 
Asbury was ordained in Lovely Lane Meeting 
House. At the same conference the Methodist Church 
in the United States was born . 

Otterbein Church, on Conway Street near Sharp, 
erected in 1784 and the oldest church edifice still 
standing in the city, was named for Bishop Philip 
William Otterbein, on whose teaching the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ was based. 

In 1842, Baltimore saw the organization of Har 
Sinai Congregation, first Jewish congregation founded 
on Reform principles in the United States. This 
group held its first regular services in 1843 in a 
second-floor front room in the home of Moses Hutzler, 
Exeter Street and Eastern Avenue (right). 

Otterbein Church 
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i. ST A TE Maryland 
couNTY Baltimore City 

VICINI TY TOWN 

STREET NO. Conway at Sharp Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 

PR ES ENT USE 

WALL' CONS T RUC TI ON 

NO. OF STORIES 

Doi I 
HIST.ORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY B-11 
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DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIB RARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICA L SIGN IFI CANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

( see National Register Nomination form ) 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !:TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCA TION MAP (Pion Op tional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Titlt!, Pages) 

INTER VI EWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ':TC. 

fn teri or E xtorior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 
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DATE OF RECORD 



112 W. Conway Street 

II 

0 T T E R B E ·I N C H U RC H 

- --- - -- -

1785-86 Architect: Jacob Sma 11, Sr. ,,. 

Designed by Jacob Small, Sr., this is Baltimore's only 18th century Georgian style 
church building-still in use today. It was built between 1785-86 for a congregation of Germans ·, 
who, under the leadership of Pastor Ph illip Wilhelm Otterbein, had separated from the Lutheran 
church . In 1789, in this building, the Church of the United Brethren was organized and. Pastor 
Otterbein was elected bishop. Now the church is part of the United Methodist denomination, 
following a merger in the 19601s • 

. The buildi'ng is unique architectura lly. Its octagonal cupola is reminiscent of the 
work of the Engl ish architect, Christopher Wren. Much of the original glass remains in the 
arched windows . The nails t~roughout the building were handmade and the bells, cast in 
Germany anC:l ins ta I I ed in 1789, are sti ll in use. 

Pastor Otted:iein's grave is in the churchyard, marked by a monument erected 100 years· 
after his death. 

Deed ref: WG 87/517 Lot size: 180' x 155' 
Wd: 22 Sec: 2 
Bl k: 692 Lot: 2 · Owner: Ot'terbein United Methodist Church 



B-11 
Otterbein Church (Old Otterbein Evangelical United Brethren Church) 
112 W. Conway Street 
Block 0692 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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