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Shot Tower, (Phoenix Shot Tower, Merchants' Shot Tower, 

Baltimore Shot Tower) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 03-10-2011 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMEN'T OF THE INTERIOR STAT E: 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mary l and 
COUNTY : 

NATIONAL RE GIST ER OF HI ST ORIC P LAC ES Baltimore Citv 
INVEN T OR Y - MOMIMATI OH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUM8 ER I O A T E 

(Type al I entries - complete applicable sections) I 
11.'NAME 

., . . ·.•·.· ... ~ . •:· ' t .. .... · ·· ·:-. - - ·-:.• • « ! COMMON: 

Bal timore Shot Tower I ANDI OR HISTORIC: 

Phoenix Shot Tower , Merchant ' s Shot Tower I 

f2. ~OCATtON • '· 1: 
S TqEET ANC:- NUMBER: 

~OR TOWN: 

Southeast cotner Fayette and Front Streets 
; 

' 
Bal timore Ci b.'Y 

T .\TE I COOE ICPUN T Y: I COOE 

I Maryland I I Baltimore Citv I 

13. :'.:CLASSIFtCATt:ON 
: ·;:~- .... : -:~.: . 

-. --
'l' . ·- .. ·: : -· : ·-

CATEGORY .. OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBL E 

(Che ck One) TO THE PUBLI C 

!D District 0 Building Ill Publ ic Publ ic Acqui sit ion: 0 Occupied Yea: 

0 Site 1J Structure 0 Private 0 In Proces• ~ Unoccupied 0 Re1 tric ted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered lCJ Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

ln progress Ci No 

PRESENT USE (Chee I< One or More •• Approprl llfe) 

0 Agri cu ltura I 0 Gove rnment 0 Parle 0 Tran1portotion 0 Commenu 

' Q Commercial 0 Industr ial 0 Private Residence ~ Other (S,..clly) 

10 Educat iona I 0 Military 0 Religious Nat iD use 
I :J Enterta inment 0 M use um 0 Scientific 

f 4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ' . 
r OW'IER'S NAME : 

· Mayor and City Council of Baltimore 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

City Hall 
C ITY OR TO WN : STATE: COOE 

Baltimore City : Maryland 
l·s. · l.OC .. ATION OFLECAL DE.SC.RIPTiON . . . ~ 

jco.J R THous E , REGISTRY OF OE£os . ETC:: 
I Land Record Office of the Superior Court of Baltimore City I 
! STREET ANO NUMBER: 

f Room 610, Baltimore City Court House I 

/°" 'B0

:1 ~~:re 
STATE COOE 

City Maryland 
I 

J6. ~EPR.ESENtAtlON_IN EXISTING SURVEYS ! 
TI T l..E OF SURVEY: 

Historic American Bu i l dings Survey 
O A TE OF SURVEY: l 9fu~.i. ~ Federa l n Stat• D County 0 Lacal 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS: 

l.ibrary of Congress 
5 TRIE:ET ANO NUMBER : 

·. 
CITY OR TO WN : 

Baltimore City I 

; 

rTATE: 

Maryland 
I CODE 
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"'""-' ..,,,...,.· ...,---------() 
f.7., .D£$CfUPTfON .• ._ 

I CONDITION 
I 

0 Excellent KJ Good O Folr 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Ched 0..e) 

0 Deter iorated 

J 
O ESCR• BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGI NAL. (lf,,,,own) PHYSI C AL. APPEARANCE 

.... 
o ;-......,. ----

0 Ruir1a 0 Unexpoaed 

(Check One) 

~ Original Site 

, The Shot Tower is constructed of brick laid. in cotllllon bond. The 
~ower is 234-feet, 3-inches tall, 40-feet in diameter at the base taper­
ing to 20-feet in diameter at the top. Tile top of the tower is crenellated 
and has merlons the shape of a Gothic arch. The brickwork and mortar of 
these crenellations and -that of the first three or four feet of the top 
of the tower are of a different color than the rest of the shaft. This 
sug~ests that they were rebuilt after the 1882 fire or as part of the 
1928 rehabilitation of the tower. Tile walls are five-and-one-half-feet 
thick at the base narrowing to one-foot, eight-inches at the top. The 
11ason·s built the tower working from the interior and so no exterior 
scaffolding was needed. The tower has heavy metal doors at the base and 
rectangular windows placed at random to light the stairs. These windows 
are double hung sash with nine panes over nine. Tile window lintels are 

8- Jl 

granite. A window within reach of the ground has a wooden vertical plank ..,, 
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PERIOO (Check On• or lllor• •• APf>roprl•le) 

O Pre-Columbion : 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEI S ) (llAPf>llc•bfe •ndK.-•n) 1828 
AREAS OF SICON IFICANCE (Ch•clr One or /tfore ••Appropriate) 

Abor l9inaf 0 Education 

0 Prehlttorlc O En9lneer ln9 

O Hlttarlc 

0 A9rlculture 

QO Archlt9cture 

0 Art 

O Commefce 

O Communication• 

O Coneervatlon 

0 fnduatry 

0 ln¥-tion 

0 Lan~~cap• 

Arch I tectur• 

0 Llte;ature 

0 Mi)i tory 
l 

O Music 

0 11th Century 

XX 19th Century 

O Polit ico! 

0 Rel igion/ Phi. 

lo•sophy 

0 Scl•nc• 

0 Sculptur• 

0 Sociol/Humon· 

it orion 

0 Theater 

0 T ronsportotion 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plannin9 

0 Other (Specify) 

;ST AT EMEN T 0 F llCON I l"IC AN CE 

The Phoenix Shot Tower in Baltimore, Maryland was built in 1828 
to manufacture lead shot. It remained in operation until 1892. The 
red brick tower is an excellent example of the severe beauty that often 
results in industrial . architecture from purely functional design. 
However the major significance of the structure is its impressive height 
of over 234 feet. Seventy feet higher than the Washi ngton Monument in 
Baltimor e, and 45-feet higher than the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, it was 
the tallest structure in the United States until work resumed on the 
Washington National Monument on the Mall in the District of Columbia 
after the Civil War. Never a building type erected in great numbers, it 
is estimated that less than four shot towers remain in existence and that 
the Phoenix Shot Tower in Baltimore is the most outstanding remaining 
example. 

History 
(History prepared by the Maryland Hi storical Trust) 

Known ori ginally as the Phoenix Shot, then the Merchants' Shot Tower 
and now the old Baltiinore Shot Tower, this building was erected in 1828 
and its cornerstone laid by Charles Carroll of Carrollton. It is the last 

1
1 remaining of four such towers in Baltimore and one of a very few still in 
existence in this country. 

I 

I It was used for the manufacture of shot by dropping molten lead from 
a platform at the top through a sieve-like device and into a vat of cold 
water, which caused i t to harden. When dried and polished, the shot was 
sorted into 25-pound bags. A total of 1,000,000 bags of shot were 
produced each year and this capacity could be doubled if necessary. 

In 1882 the interior of the tower was destroyed by fire, but quickly 
rebuilt and the tpanufactur& of shot continued until 1892. Then in 1921, 
the Union Oil Company purch~sed the building, but decided to abandon it 
shortly thereafter. lhis caused a group of citizens to r aise $25,000 by 
subscription and present it to the City. It was briefly opened to the 
public, but is now closed. A new Shot T~wer Historic Park is being planned 
for the surrounding area. 

·;1 I 



J~ . MA'JE>R BI BLIOGRAPHICAL REI r - ]:ES r ' Ballow ' s Pictoria l D .-raw1n~ Room Com2anion , March 22 J 185 . " Shot Tower at 
Baltimore", pp. 180-18. 

The Federal Architect, January 1940; pp. 16. r 'iar2er ' s Weekly , 1828 , "Shot Tower at Baltimore . " 
""'.,.I llustr ated News, April 16, 1853. " The Merchant ' s Shot Tower, II pp . 244- 245. 

Schar f, J . Thomas, History of Baltimore Ci ty and Count;:t 2 Mar yland 
(Ba ltimor e: publ. 1881)' pp. 420-421. 

Lane Record Offi ce of the Superior Cour t of Bal timor e City , Mar y l and; 
Liber SGL 4336 Fo lio 34. 

f lO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -I ·-
L. A TITUDE AND L.ON<OITUDE COORDINATES L.ATITUOE ANO L.ONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFIN I NG A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFIN I NG THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF L.ESS THA.N TF.N ACRES 

CORNER L.ATITUOE L.ONGITUOE L. A.TITUOE L. O NGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degree s Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 

39 ° ' 26 . 0 . " 17 76 36 20 
NE 0 ' . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
C:\oll 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXI MATE A.CREA.GE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY : l ess than 1 acre . 
IL.IST AL.L. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARI ES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

.t .. •.. 
~FORM PREPARED BY ,. 

N AME ANO TITLE: 

w. Br own Morton III , Architect 
ORGANIZATION Divis i on of History, Office of Archeo l ogy and IOATE 

Historic Preservation, National Park Servi ce . July 30, 1971 
STREET ANO NUMBER : 

801 - 19th Str eet , N. W. 
C I TY OR TOWN : STAT E CODE 

Washi ngton, D. C. 
p2. STA.T E LIAISON OFFICER C'ERT IF ICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated Stat e Liaison Officer for the Na -

tional Historic P reservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nationa 1 Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procewres set 

forth by the National Park Service. 1'he recommended 

Jevef of significance of this nomination is: 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preser vation 

National D State 0 Local 0 

Date 

Na me 
ATTEST: 

Title 

K eeper of T h e National Register 

Date Date 
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.. 1Fotm 10-301 UNITED STF'"ES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
, TE 

(July 1969) ONAL PARK SERVICE 

D TY 

Maryland . . 
NATIONAL R ISTER PF HISTORIC PLACES Baltimore City 

PROPERTY MAP FOR~ FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
ENTRY NUMBER I 0.A , .. 

69 -10-19- 0011 110/ 1/ 69 
11 ., NAME .. 

COMMON : R.,,1t-imnrP Shnr 'T'n1'•or 
ANO/ OR HISTORI C : (Ph"<>niY Shnr 'T'ntJPr'\ fM<>r" 'h ::in r., 1 C::'h~ .. "'-··-.-\ 

f2 ... LOCATION 
, 

: 

STREET ANO NUMBER : 

Southeast corner of Fayette and Front Streets 
-CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimore City 
STATE: I COOE lcOUNTY: I COOE 

Maryland I 19 I Baltimore City I s10 
I!. MAP REFERENCE ., . 

SOURCE: 

u.s.G.s. 7. 5 Minute quadrangle Baltimore East (Maryland) 
SCAL.E: 1~24 . 000 -OATE: 1 qc;1 

t4;; . REQUIREMENTS ... • . 
TO BE INCL.UOEO ON AL.l. MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude ond longitude referenc e . 

---------------------------------
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

_,, !pe all entries - attach to or enclose with phot~raph) 
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ANO/OR HISTORIC: ..,, 
.2. LOCATION ......,. -

TREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: 

, 
HOTO CR E01 T: 

ATE OF PHOTO: 

EGATIVE FIL.EC AT: 

4. IOENTIFICATiON 
DESCRIBE VIEW. OIR EC Tl ON. 
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Form 10-300 
\ Dec . 1968) 

l. NAME 

UNITED '.>TA iE S DEPARTM ENT OF THE INi ERIOR 
NAT ION AL PARK SE RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Typ<! a ll entries - complete .Jpplic,:bl f! sec tions) 

Shot Tower 
AN O o"' H•sToRtc: Baltimore Shot Tower 

c o~"T ' · 
Eal t i more Ci ty. 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
--. 

- - - -• :. AT E .. ------+- - - -

Phoenix Shot Tower) (Merchants' Shot T~o~~~'e~r~)'--~~~~~~-----1 
2. LOCATION 

Southeast corner of Fayette and Front Streets 
CITY OR TOWN: 
i Baltimore City 
I S T p. TE CODE COUN TV: 
I rv:aryland 19 Baltimore City 

~CLASSIFICATtoN I 

' ACCESSIBLE I -----------, CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP ST f.. iUS ! TO THE PUBLIC 

I 
(Check On<') l 

Disuicf 0 Bui I ding :· : Public !]i) Public Acquisition: 

Site c Shuc:tvre X! Pdvo1~ LJ In Process 

Obj ect c Both LJ Being Con>idered 

·"RE s ENT us E (Check One or ,II ore B s Appropriate) 

~ ;!..gticvhvrol 

Commercial 

Educo t ional 

Entertainment 

CJ 
0 
Xi 
i]J 

Govt>rnment 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

\4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

0 Park i:J 
0 Private Residence 0 
iKl Religious 0 
0 Scientific 0 

I 01•
11

J~~~~-;'E~nd City Council of Baltimore 

!STREET AND NUMBER : 

Room 610, Baltimore City Court House 

Occupied '.:; I Yu: I 
Unoccupied :XJ Re-stri c~ed f-1 

L.j 

~ ' .-·-· Pre .. crvotio<> work . I UnrO'str.cted ._ I 
an pto9ress jC No: ~ I 

I 

Tr.•nspurtation 0 Clnnn1cnts : ··-~ . 

Othl'r 1S;rec-ily) LJ 

1c1Tv oR TOWN: I STATE I cocE otd~ 

I Baltimore City Mar-.rland I 19 , ...... IP: 1 

~~~~~~~~--~:.__~~~~~~----~ ....... -:-~'--~~--"-J ~~------~-'--'::.......-., cti-JZ ~ 
IAPP ROX11vJ~TE ACRE AG E OF NOMIN•TED PROPER TY: .03 acre I ~~ · 

16. REPRESENTATION IN E_X_l_S_T_IN_G~S_U_R_V_E_Y_S~~~~~~~~~-~-~~~~~~--~-~- ~ 
T I T~E OF SURV EY: Q I ., 

I en Maryland Register of historic sites and landmarks 
~o_•_T_E~o_F_s_u_R_v_£_v_:~M~a~'V~_1_9~6~19~----~~F_e_d_••_a_l_lX_·~~-S-•0_1_e_.5C~ __ c_o_u_n_•Y~!~-~: -~L_o_ca_l--=ri=-; ~---<J 1; ' 
OEPOSI TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: I ,: .... 
l Maryland Historical Trust I ~ ~ 
~1 s_T_R_£~E-Y,.......!:A~N-0_N_U_>_A_B_E_R_: ........... _ ........... ~~~~~~~------~~~~~~~~~----~~~---;ll !s ; 
I I ~ Vt 

rl ,-,-T~~~o~•R.........:~~o~:-N~:B~~o~x~~1~7~0~4L._ ______ ~~~~·~~-~lr$-T_A_T_£_·~~~~~~~~---.l~c-o_o_E-----1, I~ ; ~ 
. Annapolis Maryland 21404 1 19 lf.1 ~ 

---------'----''-------'---'--~-=---ii 1= ! ~ 



--- - -------....... 
j?. DESCRl _P_T_IO_N __________ _ _ -----''---·- __ -·-------------·-

CON DI T IO N 
( Chr:ck One) 

Excel !en t 0 G ood CJ9 F oir 0 De t eriorole d Q Ru ins 0 Unexpo sed 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) -I ---(c;--h-e-~k-0-n-e)--------! 

Al t e re d 0 Uno lt e re d ,'.&) _ Mov e d rJ Orig ina l S i le X) 
'OESC R-1 B- E--T H_ E_P_,_R -e: s_e:_N_T_A __ N_O_O_ R_I G_ l_N _A _L ( If known ) PH y SI c A I.. App EAR AN c E 

The Shot Tower s tands approxima t ely 14 stories 

high and was undoubtedly the t allest structure of 

its kind in the world .( 1 )* Its height has been 

sta ted ei ther as 234 feet , 240 feet , or 246 feet , 

de pending on whe t her one i n cludes the under ground 

foundation , me asuring somewhere between 10 and 17 

feet . At its base , the diameter measures 40 feet , 

and thi s dimini shes to 20 f eet at the top . The 

walls a re Si feet thick at the ba se and only 20 

inches thick at the top , which is crowned by a con­

crete para pet . More than 1,000,000 brick s were 

u s ed i n its construct i on , and no scaffolding was 

needed , since all the work wa s done from the in­

ter io r . 

In 1928 the tower was restored and a devic e 

installed which night ly illuminated its to p with a 
reddish glow to represent smoke and fire . This 

;' flame •• was recently rekindled following a period 

of darkness . 

* See #9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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fa. s1GN1F1CANC~--- - ·------ _ I 

P re°Col1..r..b<on l ] 

151h Cer.•ury CJ 
16th Ce" tur y 

17•h (e,,1ury 

D 
0 

18th Cent ury \:] 

19th CeMury l_X 

S r> E CI Fl C C' AT £ I Si ( /I A;;r-- 1-i c-a-b/-e -B--nd-K-,1-1<>-iv-n) _____ 1_8_2_8-------------------~ 

A R EAS OF SIG NI F"ICANC£ (Check Orrc or More "·' ApproprilJfe) 

Abor iginol 
·. 

Educotron ~ Poli t ica l 0 U rban Planning 0 
Pre historic: =i Engineering D Religion / Ph i · Other (Specif)-) ~ 
H ls toric:: =i Industry Q'.I; loso;>h y 0 Architecture 

Agricuhure LJ ln"ention 0 Sc ience 0 
Art 0 Londscope 5culpture 0 
Commerce D A1chi1ecture 0 5ociol / Humon· 

Commvnico1 ions Cl l itera tu re 0 ito rian 0 
Conservation 0 Military [iO Thea ter 0 

M usic 0 T ro n$ por101 ion 0 

S TA TEMENT OF SIGNIFI CANCE (lnclvde Personages, Dates, £•·ents, Etc.) 

F..nown originally as the Phoenix Shot Tower , 

t hen the Merchants ' Shot Tower and now the old 

Balt imore Shot Tower , this building was erected in 

1828 and its cornerstone laid by Charles Carroll of 

Carrollton . It is the l ast remaining of four such 

towers in Baltimore an d one of a very few still i n 

existence i n th i s country . 

It was used for the manufacture of shot by 

dropping molten lead from~ platform at t he to p 

through a sieve-like device and into a vat of cold 

water , which caused it to harden . When dried and 

polished , the shot was sorted into 25-pound bags . 

A total of 1 , 000 , 000 bags of shot were produced 

each year and this capacity could be doubled if 

necessary. 

In 1882 the interior of the tower wa s destroyed 

by fire , but qui"ckly rebuilt and the manufacture of 

shot continued until 1892 . Then in 1921 , the Union 

Oil Company purchased the building , but decided to 

abandon it shortly thereafter . This caused a group 

of citizens to raise $25 , 000 by subscription and 

present it to the City . It was briefly opened to 

the public, but is now closed. A new Shot Tower 

Historic Park is being planned for the surrounding area . 
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KHT B-16 
- - - - --- ------ ------- - -9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPH ICAL REFERENCES ---- ----

Recorders : Romaine s. Somerville , Executive Secretary , and 
Catharine F . Black , Commi ss ion Member ; Commissi on for 
Historic & Architectural Preservation , 402 City Hal l , 
Baltimore , Maryland . 

Dr°Enving Room 1856 . Ballou 's Pictorial Companion
8 

March 22 , 
0 Shot Tower a t Baltimore " , pp . 180-1 • 

The Federal Architect , January , 1940 ; pp . 16 . 

[see continuation shee t ] 
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A --- ··- -

L._T I TUDE AND LONG IT UDE COORDIN AT E S 0 
LA T I TUOE J..N D LONG 1 TUDE COORO IN A T ES 

DEFIN ING A RE CTANGLE LOCAT I NG T HE PROPERT Y DEFINING THE CEN 1E R POINT OF" A PROPER T Y 

R OF LESS THA
0

N c;>N~ ACRE 

CORNER LATITU DE LONGITU DE 1..ATI T UDE LONGITUDE 

Oe9rc~s Minutes Seconds Deg rees Minutes Seconds Degree s Minutt!s Seconds De91ees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . . 0 " 

NE 0 . 0 . " 

SE 0 . 0 . . N39 17 26 . 2 W76 36 20 .8 
SW 9 . 0 . . 

LIST ALL STATE~ AND COUNT IES FO R PROPER TIES OV ERL A PPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUND ARI ES 

S T .. TE: CODE COU NTY CODE 

S T ._ TE: COOE COUNT Y : COOE 

STAT E : CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STA T E: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

11. FORM PREPARf.D BY ·. ~-.:· .. :.···· .·.· . : 
·••· . •. 

NAME AND TITLE: -
Mrs . Preston Parish , Keeper of the Maryland Register 

DRG .. Nl2ATION I DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust . Jun e 18, 1969 
S T REET AND N UMB ER: 

P. o. Box 1704 
CI T Y OR T OWN: ST .. TE CODE 

Annapolis Maryland 21 404 ,~ 

12. STATE LIAISON OFF ICE R CERTIFlCAl' ION 
•;.·· 

···: .. >;:--:· NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF ICATION 

As the d esignat ed State Liaison Officer for th e Na -

t ional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic Law 
I hereby cer t ify tha t this property is inc l uded in th e 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property f? r inclusion · National Register. 

i n the National Rt:gister and ~eriify tha t i t has-been 

evaluated a ccording lo the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Se rvice. The recommended 

le vel of s ignificance of this n o mination is: 
Chief, 0££ice of Archeology and Historic P reservation 

Nationa l OCl State 0 Local 0 

_ilJfa1AJD JeJ~rJ Date 

Name 

Orlando Ridout I V - ATTEST: 

Title State Liai son Off icer 
f or Maryland 

Keeper of T he Nati onal Re~ister . 
Date June 18 ! 1969 Date 
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F o"" ;o. ~OOo 
!D.,c. 1 ~6Sl 

UNIT ED~-"- TES DEFAiH/.•.EN T OF THE INTF.R IOR 
N.t. T ION.<- l PARK SE RV I CE 

N A 11 0 N AL R E GI S T E R 0 F l:f I ST 0 R IC P L AC E S 

INV EN TORY - NOf.~ IN A TION FORM 

(C on tinuation Sheet) 

M.HT B- 16 
fs T .t. TC --i 
' Maryland I 
ICO:.J•-, T-Y-------~ 
1
1
1 Balt imore City j 
'----FOR NPS USE ONL y I 
I £NTRY NUM2 CR I D ATE 

l I 
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#6 . REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Historic American Building Survey 

January 1964 

Library of Congress 

Washington , D. c. Co de : 
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I 
11 · NAME 

l c o M M ON : Shot Tower 
.. No' oR H1s l oR• c : Baltimore Shot Tower (Pho enix Shot Tower) (MerchantS""" 

12. LOCATION Shot Tower)-
STRE E T AN O NVM BER: 

Southeast co r ner of Fayette and Front Streets 
C f rv OR 'TOWN: 

Baltimore City 
S TAT E: I CODE I CO UNTY : I CODE 

Maryland I 19 I Baltimore City I 51 o 4.6.P REFERENCE 
; . . , 

I SOU Rf{.' s. G. s . 7 . 5 ' quadrangle Baltimore East (Maryland) 
SC ALE: 1: 24 . 000 
C AT E: 1953 
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1. Property broundor ie s where requi red. 
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- ---· PROPERTY P HOTOGRAP'li FORM FOR NPS USE ONL Y 

I EN TR Y NUMB ER DATE 

l 
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

coMMON: ::ihot Tower 
AN o ' oR H1sToR1c: _B_a_l_t_. 1-.m-o._r_e~S-h_o_t~T-o_w_e_r~(~P-h_o_e_n_i-~~S-h_o_t~,~o-~-e-r_)_(~M-P-.r-·~hAntR • 

12. LOCATION ' -- ") , Shot Tower) ' 
STREET ANO NUM6ER: 

Southeast corner Fayette and Front Streets 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimore City .,____,, -----~-------~--~,------------·~---.1----' 
STAT!". : I CODE C OU N TY: COOE 

Maryland I 19 I Baltimore City I 510 

PHoT o cAe:o1T: Balt imore. Md •. Dent. of Pl~nning - Phi 1 s; hl ov 

~OF" PH O TO: 1968 
N E<> AT1ve: i=11..e:o AT: Commission for Historic & Architectural Preserva­
tion. 402 City Hall . Baltimore. Marvland 

14 .• 'T.o~:riF"ic~ i'ibN · ''; ·; ·~ ·:· , , ; .? . · · .. ,. · · . . 
DESC.R IS E VIEW , DIR ECTION . ETC . 

Shot Tower at southeast corner Fayette and Front 
Streets, exterior from northeast. 
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This print went to NR for 
their fi.les. There is no 
duplicate at MHT. See 
our files for similar - '• ~ I •: 
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HIHb refc AMERICAN BU I LD! NGS SURVEY 1. ST ATE Uaryla.nd 
c o uNTY Bal tiJ:lore CoWlty 
TowN Baltimore v 1c1N1TY 

STREET NO. Front & Fayette Streets 

ORI GINA L OWNER 

ORIGINAL US E Industrial 
PR ESENT owN E R C ity of Bsltitlore 
PRESENT usE VBCmlt 

wA LL c oN sTRucT10N Brick 
NO . OF STO RIES 

INVENTORY B-16 
1--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--1 

2. NAME Shot Tower 

DA TE OR PERIOD 

STY L E 

ARCHITE C T 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR L IBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTAB L E FEA TURES, HISTORICA L SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPT ION OPEN TO PUBLIC lfO 

Shot Tower is a tall brick tower which is like a truncated 
cone . ~ere 1e a door at the bottom and several windows 
placed at random intervals in the eloping walls. The top 
ho.a turret a. Originally it was used to make shot by dropping 
molten lead fro~ the top into a tub of water at the bottom 
of the tower. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF nRUCTURE Endangered 110 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

(l . PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Tit/.,, Pages) 

INTERVIE WS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, !: TC. 

Interior Good Exterior Good 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND. TITLE ( 1F RECORDER 
I 

Iliohael o. Bourne 
ttaryl and li1etor1cal Trust 

DATE OF RE CORD?Ja.rCh 19 f 1968 
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l. STATE 

COUNTY 

Maryland 
Baltimore City 

TOWN VICINITY 

srnEn No. Fayette & Front Streets 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL' CONSTRUC TION 

NO. OF STORI ES 

no/~ 
HIS"fO RIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY B-16 

2. NAME Shot Tower 

DA TE OR PERIOD 

S.TYLE 

A RC'H I TE CT 

BU-ILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTAB LE FEATU RES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTI ON OPEN TO PUBLIC 

(see National Register Nomination form) 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~ TRUCTURE Endongered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

0. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges) 

INTERVI EWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, : TC. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND. TITLE (IF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 



B-16 
Shot Tower (Phoenix Shot Tower, Merchants' Shot Tower, Baltimore Shot Tower) 
701 E. Fayette Street 
Block 1335, Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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