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Baltimore City Courthouse, (Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr.
Courthouse)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Maryland Historical Trust

State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No. B-R§35

Magi No. 040035361

DOE yes x no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Baltimore City Courthous

&

and/or common

Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse

2. Location

stront & numberloo N. Calvert Street

—___not for publication

city, town Baltimore ____ vicinity of congressional district 3rd

state Maryland county

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district _X_ public _ZX_occupied ____agriculture —____ museum

__X building(s) _ private —___ unoccupied ____ commercial — park

— structure = DO — work in progress _ educational —___ private residence

—site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious

. object ____in process _X__yes: restricted _x_ government —_ scientific
. — being considered —_ yes: unrestricted — industrial ____transportation

_x not applicable — no ____ military ____other:

4- ownel' Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Mayor and City Council of Baltimore c/o Judce Caplan, Administrative Judge

street & number 100 N. Calvert Street

telephone no.:

city, town Baltimore

state and zip code

Maryland 21202

5. Location of Legal Description

Baltimore City Land Records

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber
street & number 100 N. Calvert Street, Courthouse West, Rm. 610 =
city, town Baltimore state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date — federal ____state ____county ___local
.sposnory for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. B-BR35

Condition Check one Check one
—excellent ____deteriorated _X_ unaltered —x_ original site
X good —_ruins ___ altered —_moved date of move

___ fair ____ unexposed .

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Summary:

This block long rusticated marble courthouse on a granite base is four stories
high on the exterior, but the interior has six floor levels. Although there

are extrances on all sides, the thirteen bay wide Calvert and Saint Paul

Street facades are the primary entrances with the main entrance on Calvert

Street. The long Fayette and Lexington Street side elevations are 21 bays wide.
The site of the building slopes sharply up to the west, therefore the first

floor is below ground level at Saint Paul Street. Each main facade features three
bronze entrance doors. The second floor has arched openings. The central

section of the Calvert and Saint Paul Street facades are slightly recessed and
feature a colosal loggia of fluted Ionic columns on the third and fourth floors.
The projecting corners of the building are decorated by balconies and bulls eye
windows. The side elevations feature central entrances that project slightly
with engaged fluted columns over the balconies and restrained pilasters

flanking the central entrance sections. An elaborate cornice with consoles,
dentils, egg and dart molding and lions heads is surmounted by a balustrade that
completes the exterior of the building. The interior of the building features
many significant spaces with marble walls and columns, mahogany woodwork, murals,
barrel-vaulted ceilings, and mosaic tile floors. Among the most significant
spaces are the former Supreme Bench courtroom with a domed ceiling, the 0Old .
Orphan's Court with parquet floors and fine woodwork, and the Bar Library.

(continue, please)




Significance Survey No.  B-R§35

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

____1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —__science

Q'_ 1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —literature — sculpture
1600-1699 _x  architecture _education — military — social/

__1700-1799 _X art —___ engineering —__ music humanitarian

x 1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—x 1900~ _____communications —_industry _x_ politics/government ___ transportation
____invention —_ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: XA X B xC _ D

and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state x local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Summary:

The Baltimore City Courthouse was the result of a nation-wide architectural
competition that received entries from such notable architects as Daniel H.
Burnham and Carrere and Hastings. The winner of the competition was the local
firm of Wyatt and Nolting. The Baltimore City Courthouse may be the finest
public building in Baltimore City. It has magnificent interior spaces and an
excellent Rennaisance Revival exterior. The eight columns of the Calvert Street
loggia are the largest in the world made from a single block of marble,
measuring over 31 feet tall. The interior murals of LaFarge, Blashfield and
others are important works of early twentieth century art. Sadly, some of the
grandeur of the building was lost during a renovation of the 1950s that added
new elevators, filled former courtyards and destroyed stained glass skylights.
Despite the alterations, much of the significant interior remains, retaining the
integrity of the original design. In 1985, the building was re-dedicated and
named in honor of Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr., a noted Civil Rights leader.

(continue, please)




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-QR3s

Baltimore City Archives (Drawings)
Monograph on the Opening of the Baltimore City Courthouse, 1900

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1.577

Quadrangle name _Baltimore East Quadrangle scale
UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

A 242'x284' lot bounded by Fayette, Lexington, St. Paul and Calvert:Streets,
known as block 625, lot 1.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county - code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Fred B. Shoken, Historic Preservation Analyst

organization Comm. for Hist. & Arch. Pres. (CHAP) date July 1985

street & number Rm. 606 Tower Suités, 118 N. Howard St. ‘t'eiephone' (301) 396-4866

city or town Baltimore state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House

21 State Circle ‘
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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B-Q835
Baltimore City Courthouse ,
100 N. Calvert Street
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland
Photo: Caroline Hardy
Date: July 1985
Meg.loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
South elevation






B-0835
Baltimore City Courthouse
100 M, Calvert Street
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland
Photo: Caroline Hardy
Date: July 1985
Meg.loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
Jest elevation







B-D035
Baltimore City Courthouse
100 M. Calvert Street
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland
Photo: Caroline Hardy
Date: July 1985
leg.loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
East elevation
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B-8Q35
Baltimore City Courthouse
100 North Calvert Street
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland
Photo: Fred Shoken
Date: July 1985
lleg.loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
East elevation




