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United States Custom House, (U.S. Custom House, Baltimore 

City Customs House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 03-10-2011 
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~ Unttl'I State:; Cl1stan H.ilJse 1n Bal t iDDre is free-standing or: a site bL'UOlt..l · 
e..! ov South l;;W Stre.!t , t::..'lst Lambani Str~t. Water St~t ar.d a par~i;~ \o\ 
r..m11i n! i.-est to CC111Derce St reet. It is n gTllll.it~ structure mcasurin~ .:5:!'S" : 
1 1:>-1><1~· east fron t ) oy l~9't1" ti ·bav oorth anJ ;w:.h ele\·ation.s), The \-e•y 1 
truck C..'l.te rior walls are bt-aring memhers , 11.it t he s!.ructur.il syst«1n also uti .i 
i L::e:; s teel fr.<.lle con." truct1on. Above a low base course, the tl1ree pr ~ri.:ipa1 
e!<'vat tt-.o~ are c~e.:1 ot' ;: n ist \cated base5'lt-!lt OT ground flooT carrving a , 
t hr .:"'· storv hi!(h t-n5.L~ed .:olonn.1J,· of unfluteJ Ran3n Ionic order support~"& I 
a ful I enrab l .;tur{' Lr;)~ned bv a balustrade . Viswll~·. the ground floor acts . 
as a pod.tuo for ~he o•tlt>r . rhe en tabla ture and ba.ltistTadc conceal an attic ! 
iloor and low roof. The ground· floor wi~s are heavi ly barred . Thosr Cf i 
thr main iloor are more elaN>rately c:or.po!"ed t .han the others , sugg.:st ing a 1 
eiano nobil«:_, a !ti.xa1th t!leTt' is little if any a.:•unJ variati071 in the height i 
Ot ~h;.> fl i)ors arove tMo l?Tound fleer. The main tloor wind~ are fron ted bv • 

i balustraJes han r.g square balustn-s, as does t he roof balustr31.lt> aJJ;u. ConSolt>­
' support~i alternating segmenta l and tri~ar peJiment s crown the min floo~ 
J wi.nJ~s , "''h.ich are ooaded by ~lannerist panels. The comers of tilt- ruilding 1 
I are ru:.-;tic ated. The s~lbtic treat:ment of the exl:eTior is a res trained ver, ; 
I sion of lbth c-en\lJJ)' ltalinn ReMissance precedent wi.th ct'rt:; in Manncri!"t ' ,. I det.ails. Al though the C.ustOll' \kiu_~ aprieaTS fTCC thr~ sides to be rectangul,.r .­
' it is in fact U- shaped , haVU\g a rear cou rtyard flanked by north and south . x 

I. \rings -..'hose tl-.ree·ba~· west ends are identical in design -..i.!.h. t.J-.e other ele- I : 
\·atians. The remarkablt> feature oft.he 11rest, or rear, ele-;atior, i s the pav- ; "' 

; ilion that occupies most of the court. Above a rusticated bas~t. or ground c: 
1 floor. the paviljon (which houses the Call R.oam) rises the height of tvo full n 
l srories t.o enc lose the lor ry ch.amber within. The !Up TOJf i.s capper-sheath€'J a.~ 
·1 relatively high. Tr.e west Mill has five bays, the en.' walls having three '! o 

b:i)rs eadl. Ttiese walls are design~ as archad ... s wi th<>ut an~ c<:- lurnnilr orlil·T. . 1 

1Tne111Casuren>-?nts vf t.M pa\-i lion are ~r '6" x 64'{>'', and it i s att-ach...~ t o the 
• .-est ..-all cif the maL1 block on .;· by a l ij?ature conta:nir.g the pa!.SR~e from 
I the main l obby to the Ca I 1 <Wan . t hus bt;.i.J ag. in effect • free· s : .:md , % . Th~ 
I : xterior is o~ntt-d oy sea naon.st.<·- s . shell s and .;rott•<;Que IM 'ol<i carvt<I l m the intrac.:abl.e grani tt> o f the ""ind°" spandrel s .,.;th g reat sk ill. ks 
, urx:h care w:t S t a ken with t he des; g:n o f the rear elevatio.1 as ~d.rh tho>:t' 
. front ing the streets. The inain (front) entrance on Gay Strttt i s centereJ 

I and projects sh&htly from the fa.:ade plane . The s11l is .:Lg.ii;: steps above 
grade, the steps being fl anked b~ plinths bear ing iMn ~a!".!!> Hu.'ldard .. of 

; BaT09Je design with i amps re-..emMing 18th-cem:ury ship'., stern l antern.... . Th! 
i door,; are f lanked by panl l ed p1l:\:>ters heaual b~· Ronar. Doric cap:.tals orna- I 
i mented by masques . Tht cicoC>r s tM~·;elves have iron grille -work. Then~ .ire , 
1 ari.nor en~rances on l~rJ 2!ld 'li<iter 5neet.s . Thi!- exttrior ha.s not. 1irdergoot 
I any alteratior.!' o :- -.:...xli fications of any signi hcaJY...e . 

l The interior h.a$ suffered one .major alterat ic:n: the ori~ in.ally op..-n lobby 
! has had its i.·ell floored ave• a.nrJ it.s st:i1rcases enclosed. So oth.:r major . 

S'tnletural ciun~t:s hove ocwn.,.J. Exc...~t for t..1-ie loss of fine spatial eff~t. 
in the lobbr (tloe 10e1l rose w tne fourth floor), the 11.ii lding is 1111rl as H j 

1 w:is. i>rrod enrol e sups lt:..G f r.n the entrar.c.e to the icain f!oor loob~-. Thf 
1113"hle fl<nr is inlaid wi th a b r-.. ,~ cc:mpass des i&n be~,,_ tht' torr..e1· lo.'t!l. l 

I TrJC .ia.lls are p.t...'lt: 10C •ith \"'1rl~.ilt-L r.a.rc le at the er:t;ar.ce. n ... Stai~~. 
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.;:rimon: t .s 11~·->tandulg or. a site bou;iJ, 
d ::.t r<~t ,.;.1 ter '> trt:ct aJ;.l :1 park ia~ lot . . .. ~ ) . ~~· 
c 1> J iino.111t • stni.:rurc ~uru1i; _::,_ o 
v nor~n .J.J ~\Alt I\ e k\":1ti~rui 1 . ~ \"Cl~ 
rnrcrs rot the s:ru.::tur.U sYSt.t'tll also ut1, 
.ne 1°1 ..... t"'1~c .:ou.r._e , the c.."iree pr:n:i~ 
at t:<l h .... ---\t .:i r <!'t...nr.i flc-or canving a . 
oi ,,ni .u~ • ..J ~1n ionic or.icr support i'lg t 
!b t:".hl<'. \1 ,1.u l tv , the ~n:iunt.l iloor 3Cts 
Jr•LH ll:"<' :i.nJ Nlustr:iili.! .:'OllCeal an atti.:- l 
o r 1o.i r1'h .. s .ir ..! ~~an tr b3"r.~. Tho?se of 
.:~po-...,.\ th..m the ot~r~.· "V~t~g a 

tie i t :uw .1du.i l van:ingn iJl:tn.: 11Ctght j 
r. nw m:Hn r loor "''no.l°"'s are t'ront eJ by : 
, .lS cW<.!S titd ro..'l halu-;tl"3d~ :llso. Console-
trtm~ul 'll' pt...Juoents cr~ ~ main floo~ 

1s t 1><t11ds. in.~ corners oi d'IC wilJing ... 
t:Jnt>nt .i i' t.hc c.nerior is a restrained ver .. 
;;\ll'lCe precNl,•nt • 'l th-cen=.in !-bnneri!<t ,. 
n;~ars { T'Olr t hree sides to be rectanj.t\llir ,-

ar c1.'UrtY:.ird flankeJ bv norm lll'ld south z 
iJentlcal 111 des1pi •-i~h the other ele- I 
the ~st , or rear, ele-.ration is the pav- 1 ;: 

rt. Above a rustic-ated bas:::oent, or i;nx.ald c 
he Call Roolnl ri ses the height o( c...o full n 
r ~ithin. The hip T'OUf is copper-sheathe4 ~ 
five ba"s , th: end i.alls h.'.lwing three 0 

d as ::m.:h .. l.dcs lo{j, d\OUt an~ 0-'l Wl'\al" ordtr. z 
~ 97 ' 6'' x tl4 '(>", and i t is attached t o th "' 

a liglture containing the pas:>a~e from 
us bt>in~. in effec t, free-sundbtg. Th~ 
•' TS . shells Nld Jl'Otesque masks carved 
Wo.; sp;i.n..irels "''i th great skill. As 
or Lht- ~<:r e-le\·atioo as ... -:i th those 

om) entTanCC on Gay Street i s centered 
d~ plar.e. ~ ~111 is .. .-ight.- steps. above 
hmhs bearing lTtll'\ !a-ip st.....~rd.~ of 
g lSth·ccnnrry shir; .. s~i:n..-lant~ms. , , 
ers heaJed by Ranari, llonc c.ap:.µis orna- · '· 
e l ves have iron grill(~work. · Tilere ;.re. 
r St~ts: .~ e.~terioT has not ur¥JergOA~ 
anr s.igm hcance. ' 

alter:-tion: the originally op.:-0 lobbv 
t,; st:l.l1:Cases enclose..!.. So o ther majo;· 
E..xc..."l>t tor the los s of fine ..spatial effect 
fourth floor ) , t he twlding is Q.ICb as h i 
the. enc-:·:ince . to t.he ma.in floor lobby. Tht 
ca:ipa.:,s des l~ be low the fon.?r i.:ell . I 

ed mrl:lc: at the enU3nee. The staircaser· 
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t The UnheJ S~ates CUstm Hou!e in Balti1: -e is an c:iCcpd~lly distin.."llish- I 
eJ ~ru!lple ot Be~~t.s arch.itec:ture , that is. a style which reflecto:d tile 1 
baste tene~s of_ t he Ecole ~z eeaux Ans l" Paris, the rodel for t he develop 
ment and r!·recuon of archltectur.J.l schoo~ througOOllt the lhlitf-d Staks in 
the 19th and early :?0th ~entury. The Beaux Ar:.s manner emphasizes a highly 
onlered, foTIDal plan . aual symerry. moru11entality 2M classicistic (Ranan 
31td Ren.<lissance} spacial r elatbnships and details . So~rthv for its hand­
sane design, suave propvrtions . superb worlananship, an.a falQQ.l~ ceiling paint., 
ing, the Baltinnre llista House 1ll4lS built frua 190l thrQtigh late 1907 fro. j 
plans by Hornhla...er and Nr'shall. a ~h.ingwn . D. C. firs ~eo.1 of I 
Jo~ C. tbrnbl~r (l:H8- 19Q8) a.""L John Rush l4a¢\all ( 1851-l:;Zt). tom- 1 

FTCW.Ca.f o • . , . ,.., .,.,c--.,..ce 

I blower matriculated from the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris in 1871. Both I 
~t 'lolCTe Fellows ~ the AmeriC?." lnstit:.ite 'lf Architect:s. The C.ustm twse 
is ':1<'t only a part.icul.:i.rly retined and sut . . ~rained df.c:ign , it is also 
a hnc exa:;plar of the inte!iral blending o t ...rt :ind archi t <-'< ture that flrur-1 
ished t?rieily in America ap:l'lnd the tuTn of the centuzY. 1ne Call Roen 
ceilin& by ~ranci..s D:rvis Killet (1846- 1912) is geiierally acl:no-l~ed t o be 
the 1113.sterp iece of that import.ant Azrencan artist. Mill t-t' s decorative pTO · \ 
&'!'1-, . ~'.II' the ~.U ~ r epresent ... n~t ooly an aesthetic SUCCC$S o( major I 
S\gnlllOl f\Ce 1Jl the histPry' Of Moencan JPUral paim:i.ng Wt a )SO 8 carefullv 
re .. earched ar.l a.:curatelv t pic te<l Vlsual his torv of the Evolution of Navi­
gation. I ronically, l>tiliet, who pa.ssu·11.• ..,ly l~ed ships. perished L, the J 
Titar..ic: dis~teT in 1912. inc a.i .. tOlil l-t.• 1..~e is unalteTed. except for the en- ., 
clo~re of the 111ajestic suirC3!-"S aid lobb-y well, and m gnific.:ntly ill~­
ttat:es the finest w:>rl.&ansiup a1!\1 built!i.ng aaternls of its era. It st.ams I 
I 

on t.he s ite of Ul.rrobe's earli er CUstoa House and ,.;t:hstc..od the ravages '1i 
t:he Creac Ba.ltillD~ fi!"e of 1904. It "'35 designat:ed Historic by Canissioner 
of Cl.lstan! Mvles J. AIRbn se CY1 January 18, 197Z. FTillll De-:~ 2, 1907 unti' 

1 1953 i t servoo as tile CJ5•cn hruse. SirLe that. time Selecu'le Ser-1ice per- l 
samel have oc.o..ioied the buih!Jng . 
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I 
~ en..:.losl'<l . are ::13ri>le a.'11.i h.;ne fin-> Otn;iiTl('n:al i"On r.iilin~s c:iw, 1 \oi ?r n I 
"-r:iss . Th-~v ris.: a;·ourui oncn wel ls in th::-~ r..~ t o each :-.oor . i.~n..- r:!l. I 
.:o :-~ 1Jors run nonh ~ s0.:1th trCF. the lobb~· are:> and ~i·:e acces::: to ,~ffkes._ ! 
~;-.._, 11p~1· :"lwr,: .Jre sinil:i:- in ;>ian. floe;> attic , i1i:h\ f loor hoc.:.,oe:,. !"Cf'\:ti· 1 
.mt.::11 •"!llipment anJ sror:i1te a reas. The ofiice- flcors ha~:e- marble :·l oors and 
J~lJO\!s ·.;~d\ ;>la$.ter -..-all s a.nd .;:ci l i~s '-'lth pl;:.ster cornices. 

l'!ppos 1 te the ent r:u1ce :ind e:H~roo f;-an the lobbv is the ~'Teilt ~ lo::· o f th:.­
intenor . the Call Rocm. This "fo(ty .:hcuni:-eT ha..<; los: n s origin.il ~rille ­
top?*"-1 marble counter!; anci is no•: light~ br a suspended ....-id of fluoresc:ent 
fb:t,ire ; that n.1!..e-s t.'1e ceiling harJ to viN , but it is o .. nendse unaltered. 
The walls are anicul;.;ted by pairetl R!r.lail Icn.ic pilasters ~rting a.n en­
tab1.:iwre with p311.e1ed frie:e. ~[-.o\·e ::.he ent;iblaturc is a de'"? oar,elN. rn\·e 
c!'-fe-.:tL'1g the tran!::ition fr"Xi the C>Jt c r periJ:lete• t.:> the central ;:e i l~ng . 
panel measuring 63' x 30' . r.'"le min ce-i! ino? tears a ;:-ainring titled "1'.nt::-ri~1' 
;1;irb0ur. " The ?anels of the cove ai\..;i irie:e , antl Eve lur.ettes m~ the. eas t 
'-"all. tO!!ether wi :h the borcer c ~ the ce:itra l ce-ilin!::. p~ l cont;1 :n ~:1t in.::; 
depicting t.t:e e \·o1ution of nadgaticn . The 11'.ain ceilir.g p.;.nel sr'°""-; a fc~t 
of tel' ~.ailing vessels - ships 1i:1Clt.Kiins 3 whaler) , i-.~r\;5. a barken~ine . 3 ! 
brig, ·a.'1d a schooner entering h:!rbcr o;: a ha:y d.:i,·. The se.rie:: cir panel:< and I 
lunettes shol.-s about 125 historic \'essels ranging in si:e rrc.~ " !;Ondol:i to a i 
~nh ArlM t ic Liner a;xi ir: period fron: ancient ::~7::. to :he then latest 1 
mar:d oi marine archit~ture ar.J e:\'!'in.:e-::-~.ng , the turbii:e -~rin•n ~-~!. ::) . I 
~L-iurer:inia oi. 1907 (accooip; nie<l b:·· ~Ir . .: . ? . ~brgan ' s ,·a-:h:, Con;.aftl. foe :-e I 
paintings arc generally ackno-.· I eci~<'<! t o canst i tute the n.a:-> ::er.Hece cf th<" I 
noted ."'1\ie?"ican :ir: i.s:: Francis D. ~lillet , one cf ~he princ~;x>l airalist~ of 
!i-i s da\· . I 
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Fotm 10-306 
(Ocr. 19n1 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
FO~ FEDERAL PROPERTIES ENTP.Y DATE 

(Type all ~ntriu • c:ompleu applic11ble sections} 

·L NAME . 
COMMON: 

United States Custom House 
ANO/OR HISTORIC:: 

Same _ __,.___ 

1. LOCATION ... · ... :.:: ... :·:.·:·:·::: .. ;: 
.;,.:-.. :··· .. 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

40 South Gay Street 
,• CITY OR TOWN: 

~ Ba f.liiiore'P 
STATE: 

Mar land 
3 . . CLA55iFICA TION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District 

0 Site O Structure 

0 Object 

KJ Public 

0 Privole 

O Both 

:-·· 

CONCRE.!SIONAL DISTRICT: 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acq1>i1ltlon: 

0 In Proceu 

g.Fe£~naJ-D-1-~+-±~~~:--~~-E--I 

Baltimore City 
•. · 
,••,·.· · 

STATUS 

!X} Occupied 

. ·· .. ;. · 

ACCES~·=~E 
TO THE r;;3L:C 

Yea: 

D Unoccupied ex Restric'd 

0 Being Consicletecl 0 Pre>ervotion work C: Ut\restr.c •ed 

in progress QNu 

U PR E!>EN T USE (Check One ot Mote 11• A ppropri.::11--te:..:) _____________________________ -I 

w 
w 
V> 

0 Agr;cultutol 

0 Commercial 

0 Educolionol 

0 Ente rtoinmen t 

(XJ Government 

0 lndualriol 

0 Mili tary 

QMuuum 

0 Pork 

0 Private Ruidence 

0 Tron•porlolion 

0 Other (Specif,-) 

O Commer.ts 

0 Religiou• ~ 
0 Scientific 

r,-~.~:~A-G_E_}_l_C_Y-. -.:-~:::~~:-~.--. -.~. ~~-.. ..,-,.-.-.:-::-·~ .. :-:-;~:~:'·:-:- ·.,...::'-:\.,......J-:-~; .. -.~:.,...:~ .,...::--/.~·~:~~:-~:~/~/.,...:~.,...C::-~:-;~-,:i-.~,:~~\~L-.;;-.,r~~---.~.-.:.:~:::.-.:;-._.,-,.,~: .:.~. :~':: -.: :-.· c-=,,,--,,~.,.,.--~.-.. --:-:-.,,.,.,., ___ ~,-.. ---- · 

-I
~ 

~' General Services Administration - Public. Buildinns Service ~; 
'----------------------------~--__£________________ ~: 

RECIONAL HE;.. oouARTC:RS: (II applicable) STHC:t:T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ST A TE: cc:.;; 

1 . l•!ashington 
[y·LoCATION or· LEGAL Df$CRIPTION. 

D. C. 
. ... ··:_. -;.- · ... · . . "~. . . .. ·:- ··:~: :····· ·.·. 

··:· 
·:' I COUUTMOUSE. RECISTRV OF OEEOS, ETC : 

.ltiJ11ore City__.GmJr.._t....,h......,o"'"'to.:..:1s"'"'e"'--- -------------- - - -------; 
STRr:!:T /.,NO N'.J MO t:: R : 

200 St. Paul Street 
CITY 0~ TO .. N: 

Baltimore I cc::c: 

24 

r 

"' : -. 
~ 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING WRVE._Y._.:i'--__ .· ~_·· ~··'_:-: _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _.':· ___ ·'·._· ···:: _ _ _ .".;....' _ ...:.;..._:....::·....c'·_··c__··· __ ' __ __,j I 
1~~~; 0' '"""' _ _ _ _ _____ ·_ ___ _ __________ I i~. -

0 AT L OF SURVEY : O Feel er ol O Stole LJ_C_o_u_n-ty----0--,-L-o_c_o-.: -----+-ii ::: -
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: I ~ : : 
!-------------------------------------------------~ I~ -

si1-t1;.t:"T ~"o Nu•.•er:R : 

'--C-IT_Y_O_R_·T-0-~w_-_'"~' ~-----~--~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------------~l-~_T_"'_T_~_-_' __________ _ _,~:;c 
1 

i~ 
l _ _ i __ _ 



17. DESCRIPTION B-3t,=i 

CONDITION 

(Ch•cJc On•) I 
lCJ F.uel!e nl 0 CooC: 0 Foir 0 DetoriorOt• d 0 Ruin• O Uno oo .. d 
~-'-·-~~~~--~~~~~~----.....~~~~--~~~~~~~~~----;. 

(Checl< One) (Checlc One) I 
0 Unoltered D Movr d ex Originol Site I ~Altered 

OESCfHBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGIN AL (ii Jcn:>wn) P><Y.SICAL A PPE-'RANCf: 0 

. I 
.The United States Cust~n House in Baltimore is free -standing on a site bol.md~ 
ed by South Gay Street, East Lombard Sti:-eet, Water Street and a parking lot ; 
nmning west to Conm•erce Street . It is a granite structure measuring 252'8" !' 
(13-bay east fyont) by 139'6" (7-bay north and south elevations). The very t 
thick exterior walls are bearing members, but the structural system also uti~ 
lizes steel frame construction. Above a low base course, the three principal 
elevations are composed of a rusticated basement or ground floor carrying a i 
three-story high engaged colonnade of unflutcd Roman Ionic order supporting i 
a full en tabla ture crowned by a balustrade. Visually, the ground floor acts : 
as a podiwn for ~he order. The entablature and balustrade conceal an attic j 
floor and lm,· ro0f. The ground-floor windows are heavily barred. Those of I 
the main floor are more elaborately composed than the others , suggestL~g a 1 
piano nobile, although there is little if any actual variation in the height! 
of the floors above the ground floor. The main floor windows are fronted b;· ; 
balustrades having square balusters, as does the roof balustrade al.so. Cons~le­
supported alternating segmental and triangular pediments crown the main floo~ 
windows, which are headed by Mannerist panels . The corners of the building I "' 
are n.isticated. The stylisLic treatment of the ex:Lerior is a resrrained ver1 m 
sion of 16th century Italian Renaissance precedent with certain Mannerist I m 
details. Although the Custom House appears from three sides to be rectangu14r,~ 
it is in fact U- shaped , having a rear courtyard flanked by north and south 1· ~ 
wings whose t hree-bay ,,•est ends are identical in design with the other cle- , ...., 
vations. The remarkable feature of the west ~ or rear, elevation is the pav-1 :::::: 
ilion that occupies most of the court . Above a rusticated basement , or gro~d 
floor, the pavilion (which houses the Call Room) rises the height of t',.;o :f...:l ~ 
stories to enclose the lofty chamber within. The hip roof is copper-sheathed ~: 
relatively high. The west wall hos five bays , the end walls having three ! c­
bays each. These walls .are designed as archades without any columnar order. I :z: 
The measurements of the pavilion a1·e 97 '6" x 64 '6", and it is attached to the "' 
west ,,·all of the main block only by a ligature containing the passage from ! 
the main lobby to the Call Room, thus being, in effect , free-standing. The I . 
exterior is orn~~entcd by sea monsters, shells and grotesque masks ca1\'ed I 
in the intractable gra.ni te of the Hindm.,r spandrels with great skill. As 
much care was taken with the design of the rear cle\'ation as with those l 
fronting the streets . The main (front) entrance on Gay Street is centered 
and projects slightly from the facade plane. The sill is eight steps above 
grade, the steps being flanked by plinths be3ring iron lamp stand3rds of 1 
Baroque design with l amps resembling 18th-century ship 's stern lanterns • . Th~ 
doors are flanked by paneled piJasters headed by Roman Doric capitals orna- 1 
mcnted by masques. The doors themselves have iron grille-work. There are I . 
minor entrances on Lombard and Water Streets . The exterior has not u..~dergc::e 
any alterations or modifications .of any significance. j 

Tile interior hJ.S suffered one major alteration: the originally open lobby 
has had its well floored over and its staircases enclosed. No other ::-.ajor , 
structuraJ ch1mges have occurred. E'<cept for the loss of fine. spatial effect 
in the lobby (the well rose to the fourth floor), the building is much as it'. 
\m s. l~ro:i<l m:irbl~ stcn~ le~d iroii1 the cntr~ >h:c to the m:-ij11 floor le:,:._,:: . ~ ::::­
m:nblc floor is jnlaid-,.,.i th a brass co!11p:1:;.s dc.•sign below the former v:~l l. 
The \·:alls arc p:mcl()d with varicg::i.tcd 11t1rblc '<! t the entrance . 'fhe stair~<!$~~. 

I 

~ 
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F orm 10-3000 
(J uly 1969) 

l.INIT ED S'f,. 1 ES t'IF;PARTMt.:!H OF THE INT ERIOR 
NAT IONAL PA RK SERVICE 

N>.T !O~AL REGISTER OF HISTO RIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMIHATIOtt FORM 

(Cor1tin uation Sh~ct) 

7. DESCRIPTION 

S '!' A T I£ 

Maryland 
COUt4T Y 

Bal timore City 
FOR NPS USE C!'l Y 

~----1 E. NT RY N U ... B E R I O AT £ 

I 

now enclosed , are marble and have fine ornameP.tal iron rail i ngs capped with 
brass . They rise around open wells in three runs to each floor . Lateral 
corridors run north and south from the lobby area and give access t o offices. 
The upper floors are similar in plan. The attic (fift h) floor houses mech­
anical equipment and storage areas. The office floors have marbl e floors and 
dadoes with plaster walls and ceilings with plaster cornices . 

Opposite the entrance and entered from t he lobby is the great gl ory of t he 
interior , t he Call Room. This lofty chamber has lost its original grille­
t opped marble counters and is now lighted by a suspended grid of fluorescent 
fixtures that makes the ceiling hard to view, but it i s othen\rise ltlaltered. 
The walls are ~rticulated by paired Roman Ionic pilasters supporting an en­
tablature with pa~eled frieze. Above the entablature is a deep paneled cove 
effecting the transition frqm the outer perimeter to the ce~tral ceiling 
panel measuring 63 ' x 30 ' . ( Ttm:=~?-1!"""~-~lgig_:_.l;i~~r$ ·a_ pa.ilitL1&,.1:;.11@_7'.FJ1t~rlfll!Ia 
~our.~The· --p~eJ.s-=-:-of-=-the · cove and frieze, an~ ~~~ - 1-~e!_~~ o:i _. \~~--e-~_!j 
r;aJ l_-,:-together- w1-th-thc-border-of-the--ccntral-ce1l1ng ·panel contain }:'arnungs 
cfupi_c_fing-the~vo1u·t_i_£>n- of . D:3:Y~-g~t~on . _:_ __ The .main: ceiling .:paiie1:·shows a fleet} 
~f: ten_sai~ing vessels . - ships -(including ·a v.-halerL barks , a barker.tine>-~ _ 
~rj g, -and.=.a schooner entering harbor on a hazx_ d?y~..;.;J.p~ __ seri es. of"f'z '1els and' l 
~mettes -sr..O\::s --a~o~~=l~S~-~~~t~r-~c:-:vessels · r~'lging in size frQjn. a go:-i .. ;_oJa tQ -a •: 

-1Jorth-Atlant1c Lu:_ei:..and in period from aJ;c1cnt Egypt to the tne!l l::tt~st. -_, 
r:-1narv~l o~ marine .architecture . ..:.q11c2._':}ng~l},C'C~I.iJl.o...,__t)15Ltur'Din<?-51~· i ven R. >i. 5. ···--: 
"--:-Mal:lre~Rnia o!_ .. ~.~!F : (accompanied by,}lr. J . P. M?rgan' s yacht,_ _CC?(S:aiJ'T:· ·~_rh ::-sej 

rnt1_ng~·a. ~e __ gene:'fllly acJa:iowledg~d to c.onst1tu_te_!h~--~~~erp1~~c_e ~:. -~i:e .} 
ote~ Am<?E_!E....arL.?r:t1 . .st Fmc 1 s D v-1'.ti.1J.e.t-..011~qf_.!J1e_J?I .. ~1.JfJP.gl..n!F..el!.§I2_~0 .. fJ 

=:.: . s-oay ;i . ~-__ .,.__. .... ___ ...J . . 

--....... .... , " 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE ··: . 

' PI[ 1'100 (Che c k On• o r ftfot • •• A. pproptl•I•) 

0 P1e-Columl>ion 

0 l S th C • l\lv ry 

· 0 16th Cen tury 

0 17 th C e ntury 

S PECI FI C OA TElSI (If Applic. bl• • nd Known) 

A 1'C A S OF SICNIFICANCE (Che ck On• orftlore •• Approprl• t•) 

Al>origino l 

0 P 1ehi1 toric 

0 H i a to ri c 

G A9riculture 

~Architecture 

~ Art 

~Commerce 

0 Communic.otionl 

0 Con se~vo tion 

O Eclucotlon 

0 Engineer ing . 

0 lnclullry 

0 Inven t ion 

0 Lonclocope 

Arch I l~c ture 

0 lit~roture 

0 Mililory 

0 Mu aic 

. ~. .. ; 

0 18rh Cen tu ry 

0 19th Ce ntu ry 

0 Pollticol 

0 Religion/P hi• 

loaophy 

0 Science 

O Sc1.1lprure 

0 ~ociol/Humon· 

I tori on 

0 n.~oter 

0 T ron sporlollon 

XJ 20rh C e ntvry 

0 U rban Ple nning 

0 O th er (S~clfr) 

I 
I 

I 
I 
11 

S TAT EMENT OF SICNIF .. C A NCE .-n=-··- ·- . - - I 
e .. :!~ e ~ ta~~~~?.:f;9J!l . . ou~e._ .. 1fL~Y~~~ ·.1~~@1-~~~~~cr:a~~y-<li-stinguis!1_3.:J 

....... ..t--:example of B~au:x:.:¥ts . ..a.r.chi.te.cture, th_aj i s, a style which r ·errecl_cil_ the 
basic- tenets of t he Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris , the model for the develop~ 
ment and direct ion of architectural schools throughout the United States in l 
the 19th and early 20th century. The Beaux Arts manner emphasi zes a highly : 
ordered, fonnal plan, axial syr.nnetry, monumentality and classicis:ic (Ro;nan : 
and Renaissance) spacia-~ rel ationships and details . Noteworthy for i ts hand- : 
some design, suave pro~1-tions, superb workmanship , and famous ceil ing paint~ 
ing, the Bal tirnore OJstom House was built from 1903 through late 1907 from : 
plans by Hornblower and Marshall, a Washington, D. C. finn composed of 
Joseph C. Hornblower (1848-1908) and John Rush Marshall (1851-1927). Horn­
blower matriculated from the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris in 1871. Both 
men were Fellows of the American Institute of Architects. The Custom Hou. 
is not only a particularly refined and subtly restrained design , it is also 
a fine exemplar of the integral blending of art and architectur e tha-:: flour- · 
ished briefly in America around the turn of the century. The Call Rooiil · 
ceil ing by Fra.in:is Davi s Mil let (1846 -1912) is generally acknowledged to be . 
the masterpiece of that important American artist . Millet ' s decorati ve pro- ; 
gram for t he Call Room r epresents not only an aesthetic success of major ! 
significance in the history of American mural painting but also a carefully ' 
researched an<l accurately depicted visual history of the Evolutjon of ?(avi-
gatj on. m~~ical1y; ·r;-.ine~ , "'\~o ~ti~s_:.o~~~~;t.): ... 1~~~cr~~..E~z.:J~~1:~~@""~. ~!!J 
if~~~CJ1.~~~e.!'_.i!f. ~-9~f:-_.; Tifo CUstom House is unaltered, except iOTthe en- . 
cfosurc of the majestic staircases and lobby well, and magnificently iJ.lns- : 
trates the finest 1vorkrnanship and building materjal s of its e[a. ·• t .stan - . 

Jlie"::sit.e.;<>£.:·4tt:r:ob~ ..... ~?.Il:ie.r.:n-1~t:om:-'f'.1~~Md::kitbstocxt.the:·razages o . 
~t:_~t - ~~~:r~.)::.i~.oL 1;0~--'l t was d-csignate<l Historic by Co;-;:;;-.issio;'l.: :: 

o Customs 1'1ylcs J . Ambrose on January 18 , 1972. From December 2 , 1907 lD1til 
1953 it served as the Custom House. Since that time Selecti ve Service per­
sormel have occupied t he building. 
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LATI T UDE AN O LON>:1TUOE COORDIN A TES 
LATITUDE A NO LONClTUOE COORDINATES 

OE,-ININC A RECTANGLE LOCA.TINC THE PROPERTY 0 OEFINI NC THE CENTER POINT 0,- A. PROPEl\TY 

R 
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

COR N E R LATITUDE LONGITUDE N LATITUDE w LONGITUOE 

Degrees Minute s Seconds ·Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minute s Seconds i Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 ' .. 0 ' .. 0 ' " 0 . .. 
NE 0 . .. 0 

: 

' .. 39 17 17 76 36 33 
SE ,fl • .. 0 .. ! .. .. 
SW 0 ' .. 0 . " 

APPROX IMATE ACREACE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY : 1 
LIST ALL S TA TES ANO COUN TIES FOR PROF>ER':"IES OVERLAF'PI N G STA T E OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STA. T E : COOE COUN T Y: COO.E 

STATE: •• COOE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

S T ATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

i 1 i. FORM p REP.AR ED a y·, ::;:;:·,::;. ':'?5::::(::::::::::.::,:.,.:::' :.:::(:)\):{,::~{~ :.':;:::: ... ::·:'·:. '.-' ... . -.. <;~::::·· ,~ :::·'.·:··:::i''\:i~~ . \(f{ .. ::::::;:;::-:::' .. :¥+-:::::·;:"-: ''.):::m::f::: }::::::,;:,::q 
NAME AN O TITLE: I ;:2T~une John D. Milner, AIA, Executive Director 1973 
BUSINE SS ADDRES S: . 

National Heritage Corporation . .. .. 
STREET A. NO NUMBER: I PHONE• 

P. 0. Box 167 215-459-8710 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE C ODE 

Chadds Ford P ennsylvania 19317 ~I 

ll2. CER.~lflCA. TION OF NOMINATION .. :«: .. ·. ·'··::::: ·::::~ .. :··:·:::::;::::;:::.,:,::;:,, ·:·· NATIONAL REGIHER VERIFl~ATION .. '-\f':',::. 

State 1.iaison Officer recommendRrion: I hereby certify that this propercy is included in the 

OYu ?\ational Register. 

ONo . -
ONone 

St•te Liai11on Officer s;c n•tur• 

Jn c~mpliance ,.,·irh Execut ive Order 11593, 1 hereby Diactor, Ollie.• of ArcheoloJly and Hiclor/c P1eeet<'alion 

nominate this property to the N:uional Register, certify-

ing that the S13t e Liaison OUi~er has bcl·n allo"·cd 90 
days in which to pres ent the nomination ·,o the Stale Re· 

vie,., Bo3rd and to evaluiue its 5 ignificancc. The recom· Datf' 

mended level or si,1:niric:1ncr. I S O N:uion:il OState ! ... TTF.ST: 
I O Loc:il 

FecJ01al J\c·ptc-•ont.,tive Si,11olu1 • Dal• 
K o rrr1 of The N•ltonal Reflc·rer 

Title .. 
f' .uc 

Cl\ 

m 
m 

:z 

"' -f 
;a 
c 
n 
-f 

0 
:z 
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