
B-84 

Calvert Station (Demolished) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 03-10-2011 



B-84 
Calvert Station 
501 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore 
Baltimore East Quad 
1850 

Calvert Station was an Italianate railroad terminal designed by the firm ofNiernsee and Neilson 
for the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad. It was constructed between 1848-1850, and when 
completed it was the largest railroad terminal in the United States. The train shed was also the 
largest of its kind, with a clear span of 99 feet supported by Howe trusses. The buiJding was 
demolished c. 1950 for the construction of the Baltimore Sun building. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Calvert Station- DEMOLISHED 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 50 I North Calvert Street 

city, town Baltimore 

county 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name NIA 

Inventory No. B-84 

not for publication 

vicinity 

street and number telephone 

city, town 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 

city, town tax map 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 

state 

tax parcel 

___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
- --'-x"- Recorded by HASS/HAER 
_ _ _ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
_ _ _ Other: ___ _______ _ 

6. Classification 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 

liber 

Category 
__ district 
_X_building(s) 
_ _ structure 
__ site 

Ownership 
_public 
_private 
__ both 

__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 

__ object 

__ defense 
_ _ domestic 
__ education 
_ _ funerary 
_ _ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ religion 
__ social 

_ _ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 

_X_vacanVnot in use 
__ other: 

zip code 

fol io 

tax ID number 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

I 
Noncontributing 
___ _ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

x_demolished 

Inventory No. B-84 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Calvert Station was designed by the Baltimore firm ofNiemsee & Neilson for the Baltimore & Susquehanna Railroad and was 
constructed between 1848 and 1850. The station was demo I ished after 100 years of service, to make way for the headquarters of the 
Baltimore Sun. The station contained a passenger terminal, a freight office, and the B & S headquarters. Calvert Station was sited 
toward the southwest comer of the lot, facing the intersection of North Calvert and East Franklin Streets and was executed with 
[talianate detailing. The 112-foot wide structure was built of brick, stuccoed, with a basement and details in stone. A two-story center 
block, flanked by three-story towers and single-story gateways comprised the front elevation. The main block had a projecting, three
bay central pavilion, featuring on the first floor a triple doorway with arched transoms, a three arched windows on the second, and a 
pediment at the roof level. Setbacks on either side of the pavilion contained one arched window on each floor. The roof of the center 
section was hipped, with chimneys at the ends of the ridge. The towers had arched windows on the first two stories, blind orioles at 
the level of the cornice of the main block and tall louvered vents above the roof of the main block. The towers were topped by 
pyramidal roofs with weather vanes. The gateways featured a single story wing with a single arched window, and an arched passage 
which terminated in piers. The stories of all sections were articulated by stone belt courses. The cornices were bold and featured 
brackets. The cornice of the central pavilion bore the words "Calvert Station". All roofs were of standing seam metal. 

The original floorplan of the station reveals it to have been compact: the triple entrance opened into a center hall leading directly to the 
train platforms. Two doorways on the left of the hall led to a stairway and a lounge. Beyond the lounge was a ladies lounge, with a 
water closet in the first floor of the tower. A baggage office occupied the one story portion of the station. Two doors off the right of 
the hall led to a ticket office and a transportation office. The first floor of the tower contained a vault and the superintendant was 
housed in the one-story section. 

Behind the passenger terminal/ headquarters was a long shed for arriving trains. The shed had a gable roof supported by stout, square, 
granite piers. The roof was constructed using Howe trusses of wood and iron. Five louvered ventilators pierced the roof at the ridge. 
The rear elevation was a portal with three archways to permit trains into the shed. The central section of the portal featured a 
bracketed parapet standing taller than the ridge. A bracketed cornice surmounted the whole. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 

architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

1850; 1948 

Construction dates 1848-1850 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. B-84 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history K transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder Niernsee & Neilson 

____ Maryland Register ---'-'X,___not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, fo llowed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.} 

When the Calvert Station opened on June 3, 1850, it was the largest railroad terminal in the United States. Its construction was made 
possible by Baltimore city officials allowing the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad to bring steam traction deep into the city center 
at all times of day. Its design by Niernsee and Neilson was a pioneering use of the Italianate for a railroad structure, imitation of 
which lead to a close association of the style with railroad stations throughout the nation. The station's train shed used wood and iron 
Howe trusses placed upon a wooden plate providing a 99-foot clear span; the largest for a car house in the country at that time. The 
roof withstood the blizzard of 1899 and was still in excel lent shape when dismantled. The demolition of the station took place 
between 1948 and 1950, to make way for the new headquarters for the Baltimore Sun. 

The architectural firm ofNiernsee and Neilson was established in 1848. Architect John R. Niernsee emigrated from his native Austria 
in 1836 and immediately began work as an engineer for railroads, eventually working for B.H. Latrobe Jr as a draftsman at the B & 0 
Railroad in Baltimore. In 1839, Niernsee met James C. Neilson while working for the B & 0 in Cumber land. Neilson, though born in 
Baltimore, was raised principally in England, but returned to Maryland to study engineering at St. Mary's College. The firm of 
Niemsee and Neilson began after two years of independent practice by Niernsee, during which he built two houses for Latrobe. 
Niernsee required assistance in handling his flourishing practice, and Nei lson proved to be an excellent choice, bringing experience in 
both engineering and construction management. The partnerships handled numerous commissions in Baltimore, including prominent 
homes, churches and hotels and lasted until 1856, when Niernsee moverd to South Carolina. The pair re-partnered between 1865 and 
1874. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. B-84 

Chalfant, Randolph W. and Charles Belfoure, Niernsee and Neilson, Architects of Baltimore: Tow Careers on the Edge of the 
Future, Baltimore: Baltimore Architecture Foundation, 2006. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

2.97 acres 
2.97 acres 
Baltimore East 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared by 

Quadrangle scale: 

name/title Thomas A. Reinhart, Administrator of Architectural Research 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Maryland Historical Trust date February 22, 2011 

100 Community Place telephone 410-514-7645 

Crownsville state MD 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville. MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 



B-84 
Calvert Station 
501 N. Calvert Street 
Block 0554 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

() 

~I 
m 
~ 

Demolished 

ECENTREST 



B-84 
Calvert Station 
501 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore City 1890 Sanborn Map, Vol. 2, Sheet 52 Demolished 

~__.JI 1 ~1 ~~5~2~~~~JI ~~~~I · 
i 



T ······ .. 

..... 
a: 
UJ 

> 
_J 

< 
\) 

z 

E. CENTRE 

\. :::.:··· · .. ORLEANS :J . ...... · 
BATH 

OC> 

! : 
~ l ... . . 
!tJ! 3 .. 

8-:g~ ---

ST. 

i f(~ .... ..,, 
~ ~tt4• . ..:a.."'-<) 

ig! 
l ~ t 
: : 

!i~l 
l"'l I ~ 
LJ 

0 
a: 
0 
"
_J 

:::> 
t.) 

x: 
~ 
:::> 
0 
en ,,, 
CIO 
I 

H 

4 r··· ................. ---~~;;·~·;-;;:~~·;:;;·~;···-····~··-··-....... _ 
' ' Dfl'ARTMOfT Of' l'UM..IC ~ . 

'l.c. VI A DUC T--.J. . 
; ...................................... ................. n ......................... . . ......................... ...... - .: 1 M~WTY '-OC:ATtOflt OIV.-otll 

·1 - ~ NOTICE ST. v 11 
: IS A lt!:Al PROl'!ln'Y l'LAT AS l'ROVID£D ,1 WARD ......... .......... SECT!ON ...... .J .. l..._. ~~:·:::·~~··;::~ ... :~: ::~:~::~:~~:~:] 

i 
LCTTS••D •Y.0 .• .. · ................. i 

--. ..... -: 
-+---...,...-,__ __ """"'_o"i~ !:. :.;"' ::"M:7~l[,,:,~ o~~: Cl:;DcH;: l···· .......... BLOCK .... 5 .5 4 ......... .. 

SOURCES ANi5"lS JmI AN AUTRlml~ ; -=~~!i.".:::L... ........ uu.o..c:r .. ~ .... 



CALVERT STATION. NORTHERN CENTRAL RAIL WAY, N. E. COR. FRANKLIN &CALVERT STREETS. 

Calvert Station, 1869 E. Sachse & Co. ' s Bird ' s Eye View of Baltimore 
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