
BA-35 

Dumbarton 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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BA-35 
Dumbarton 
3412 Old Forest Road 
NE corner with Winterset Avenue 
Pikesville 

1860 

Dumbarton, an imposing stone mansion, now covered with stucco, was 

built by Noah Walker, a prominent Baltimore merchant, for his son, Patrick. An 

1881 photoengraving shows an Italianate house of 2 1/2 stories, with a central 

pavilion and shallow gable. The house has a heavily bracketed cornice and 

several round-arched windows. The center of the roof sports a large cupola with 

each side holding three round-arched 8-light windows. The cupola has a heavily 

bracketed cornice, a shallow roof, and a tall spire. Since its construction, the 

house has had many alterations and additions. The exterior of the stone 

structure, which had two-foot-thick walls, was covered with concrete and painted 

white. The small front and side porches were joined, supported by large white 

columns. The cupola remained, but the front extension on the second floor was 

extended further to form a small porch above the main porch. The house lost 

some of its "gingerbread," taking on a sleeker and more elegant air, and 

increased in size to twenty-five rooms. 

The house is now surrounded by the Dumbarton Heights development. 

See: 

Thomas, Dawn F. 
1978 The Green Spring Valley: Its Historv and Heritage. Baltimore: 

Maryland Historical Society, pp. 254-259. 
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TowN v1c1N1TY Dist. III 
sTREET No. Old Court Road and 

Stevenson Road 
ORIGINAL ·JWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

2. NAME Dumbarton 

DA TE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

about 1864 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Built by Noah Walker a prominant Baltimore merchant, 

for his son Patrick. Imposing mansion of stone -

stuccoed, portico, veranda, etc. 

Dumbarton Heights now surrounds it. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

19. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

(First HABS Report) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

DATE OF RECORD July 29 f 1965 


