
CAPSULE SUMMARY CT - 1141 

Nature's Garden Barn is located within the town center of Dunkirk. 

The privately owned structure, which is currently leased to a small 

landscaping and nursery business, appears to be associated with one 

other barn located nearby. Measuring 40 x 26 feet with one, open­

air, lean-to shed on the west side, the barn is oriented on a east­

west axis. Both the barn and the shed are of modern construction, 

employing circular sawn timbers, wire nails, and concrete block 

piers. Double doors are centered along each of the barn's four sides. 

A 16 x 28 foot underground stripping room is located in the 

northeast corner. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 

Nature's Garden Barn 
and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Route 4 and Wa:-d R ::,::.d 

city, town .Dunkirk 

state Yiaryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_ building(s) 
_x_ structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_lL_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. CT -1141 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Calvert 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
~commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name 
Howlin Construction Lessee: Cathy Statler 

street & number 
c/o Nature's Garden 

Dunkirk state and zip code 
MD 207:J+ 

city, town 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County :ourthouse 
liber 

street & number 
Main Street (MD 765) folio 

city, town 
Prince Frederick 

state 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _ local 

)<>Sitory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. - 1141 

Condition 
_x_ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
---1L unaltered 
__ altered 

Check one 
~ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Nature's Garden Barn is located on the north side of ;~ard :toad just east 
of its intersection with Maryland Route 4 in Dunkirk. The barn a~pears to 
have been associated with at least one other tobacco ba.rn which is located 
due south across ~ard Raad. The Nature's G~rnden ba.rn is presently the 
center of operations for a small nursery, and landscaping business in the 
center of burgeoning Dunkirk. The materials, carpentry techniques and 
plan suggest a post-1900 date of construction. 

This ba.rn measures 40 x 26 feet and has one open-air lean-to shed on its 
west sode. The ba.rn is oriented on an east-west axis. Both the barn and the 
shed ~ce of modern construction, em~loyin5 circular sawn lumber and wire nails. 
Four, double doors (total) are centered along each facade, and measure eight 
feet wide on the north and south walls, and ten feet wide on the east and west. 
A 16 x 8 foot underground stripping room is located in the Northeast corner. 
The steeply pitched roof is covered with standing seam metal sheets, and is 
supported by windbraces, four collars and angled queen posts. Peeled log 
tier poles make up the tobacco hanging system and are separated by a 41" 
vertical distance. Concrete block piers, cont~nuous sills (broken at all 
doorways), and down braces support the structure. 



a. Significance Survey No. CT - 1141 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 
_140~1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ arc;:heology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

- 150~1599 
_ 160~1699 

_170~1799 

_180~1899 

~190~ 

Specific dates 

_x_ agriculture __x_ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Nature's Garden Barn is one of a small numbsr of barns in Calvert 
County now being used for commercial purposes. Located in a quickly 
growing residential area, this ba.rn's adaptation for use as a nursery is 
a perfect example of the shigt from a rural, farming community to a suburban 
one. Built in the early 20th century, this tarn is also of sic;nificance in 
the information it holds for a change in construction tecniques, materials, 
and agr:c~ltural practises. 

Historic Period Theme(s): agriculture, economics, tobacco 
Geographic Grgani=ation: ~aryland's Western Shore, Chesapeake Bay, Calvert 
County 
Chronological/Developmental Period: 1900-present 
Resource Type( s): totacco 1:nrn, und-::rg:r-ou_'11i ::: trll1.Jin: r_; ,_;,, :1_;_;:::_.2~::/ 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. GT - :::.,.1 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Lower Marlboro, MD Quadrangle scale _l_: _24_0_0_0 ____ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ l I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLL.J ~I~-----'!._.__....._...__ .......... _ D LJj I I I I 
E LLl I I .__I ........_.....__.___..._. F LLJ I I I 
G LLJ I I I.__.....___..__.___..._. H L.i_J I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Patricia J. McG1.lire 

organization J. Patterson Pa:::-k a!'ld i':useum date Ju:y, 1990 

street & number 10515 ¥;.acka.11 Road telephone J 01. / 586-00 .50 

city or town St. Leonard state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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