
CAPSULE SUMMARY CT-1153 

The Chambers barn is located on Beaver Dam Road in Chesapeake Beach 

Maryland. Beaver Dam Road is an isolated road, that curves 

drastically and runs through extremely steep topography. The barn 

is located near the end of the road, at the bottom of the ravine 

into which the road descends. The steep pitch of the roof, shingle 

nailers, and visible hewn timbers, all combine to indicate that the 

Chambers barn is an early nineteenth century barn. 
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SUSIE G. JONES FARM 
(Late 19th Century) 
Chesapeake Beach 

Private 

This rectangular, frame tobacco barn 
is covered with a gable roof. The construc­
tion comprises a combination of posts and 
studs. Both horizontal and vertical board 
siding cover the barn. Several sheds have 
been added to expand the space in the barn. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common Chambers Barn 

2. Location 

street & number 
Beaver Dame~ Rd. 

city, town 
Chesapeake Beach 

MD 
state 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
___)(_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_____)(__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__.L. occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
____x_ no 

Survey No. CT-1153 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Calvert 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
~ other:S tor age 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Mr. Kevio Chambers 

street & number 2435 Beaver Dam Rd. telephone no. : 257-2839 

city, town 
ChesapeaB:e Beach state and zip code MD 207 32 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County Courthouse liber 

street & number Main Street (MD 765) folio 

city, town Prince Frederick state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _ local 

.1pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
*-fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
~altered 

Check one 
--X- original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CT -1153 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 
See Attachment. 



8. Significance Survey No. CT-1153 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- 1400--1499 

1500--1599 
- - 1600--1699 
- 1700--1799 
~ 1800--1899 
~ 1900--

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
1- agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

See Attachment. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CT -1153 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ----~----­
Quadrangle name North Beach, MD Quadrangle scale _1 _: 2_4_0_0_0 ___ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ.J I I I I I I I I I B w ..... I ....... I _..., ___ .......,__, I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li.JI.____. __ _ oLIJ ~I ~l....._.........,_I ~I..._.__.....____._,_ 
E Li_J .__I __. __ _ FLU I I I 

G Li_J .._I ~----- HLL.J I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title T o r a L . W i 11 i am s e n - B e r r y 

c/o Calvert County Historic District Commission 
organization fJ e pt . o f P 1 an n in g and Zoning date June 3 0 , 19 9 0 

street & number Courthouse telephone 535-1600 

city or town Pr i n c e F r e de r i ck state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



7. DESCRIPTION-1153 

The Chambers barn is located on Beaver Dam Road in Chesapeake Beach 
Maryland. Beaver Dam Road is an isolated road, that curves 
drastically and runs through extremely steep topography. The barn 
is located near the end of the road, at the bottom of the ravine 
into which the road descends. The barn was recorded from the 
exterior, as permission to enter the barn was not granted by the 
owners. 

The barn is situated immediately adjacent to the road, and is 
oriented on a north-south axis. The barn measures thirty-two by 
twenty feet, and has sheds on all four sides. The north, east, and 
south sheds are each ten feet wide, and the west shed is twelve 
feet wide. There are doors centered along the sheds on both the 
north and south gables, and there is one door in the northeast of 
the east shed, and one in the southwest corner of the south shed. 
There are shingle nailers visible underneath the metal roof, 
indicating that the roof was once shingled. All of the siding is 
vertical, and there are no visible ventilation doors. The timbers 
are hewn, and peeled logs serve for tier poles. The roof is of an 
extremely steep pitch. 



8. SIGNIFICANCE CT-1153 

The steep pitch of the roof, shingle nailers, and visible hewn 
timbers, all combine to indicate that the Chambers barn is an early 
nineteenth century barn. This is not certain, however, since no 
internal inspection was possible. The thirty-two by twenty foot 
measurements are somewhat unusual. In addition to its apparent 
age, this barn is significant as one of the few remaining tobacco 
barns encountered in the area of Chesapeake Beach. The area has 
been intensively developed, and this, in combination with the steep 
topography, serve to explain the relatively few tobacco barns 
recorded in the area. It is possible that less tobacco was grown 
here. However, it may be simply that the area has been developed, 
and the remaining barns are not visible from the road due to the 
topography. 

This barn also yields information regarding agricultural history 
in Southern Maryland. In February 1990, a tobacco barn survey was 
initiated in order to study the tobacco barns of Calvert County. 
Until fairly recently, tobacco was the most important farm crop of 
the county. More acreage was devoted to its cultivation than for 
both of the next most extensive farm products {corn and wheat). 
The barns and stripping houses related to this "Tobacco Culture" 
are widely recognized as the most common element on the rural 
landscape. These structures are also the most threatened, as the 
market for tobacco declines. They seem to have, at present, only 
limited capabilities for re-use. Many barns and stripping houses 
now stand empty. The purpose of this survey has been to gather 
information and document a wide sample of these structures before 
they disappear from the landscape. 

Historical Period theme{s): 
Geographical Organization: 
Cty MD 

ca. 1830-; Tobacco; Agriculture 
Western Shore Chesapeake Bay Calvert 

Chronological/Developmental Period: ca. 1830-Present 
Resource Type(s): Tobacco Barn 



#2126 - Chambers barn/ Beaver Dam Rd., Chesapeake Beach MD 

Barn measures thirty-two by twenty feet, has sheds on all four 
sides, approximately ten-twelve feet. There are doors centered 
along the sheds on north and south gables, and one door in north 
east and one in south west corners. Roof was shingled. All 
vertical siding. Hewn timbers, peeled logs for tier poles. 
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12.f-//5_~ 
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1 NVE N TORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY ~ 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Susie G. Jones Farm 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Beaver Dam Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chesapeake Beach _ v1c1N1TY OF 

STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Calvert 

IJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
KBUiLDING(SI ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _.IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED __ YES. UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

:!>TREET & NUMBER 

ClTY TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Calvert County 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 765 
c:TY :QWN 

Prince Frederick 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

PRESENT USE 

~AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _REUG!OUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

T~lephone #: 

STATE , Zlp code: 

Liber #: AWR 3 
Folio #: 338 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 
-.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

KORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This rectangular, frame tobacco barn is covered with a gable 

roof. The construction comprises a combination of posts and studs. 

Both horizontal and vertical board siding cover the barn. Several 

sheds have been added to expand the space in the barn. 

These sheds completely surround the barn. Both hewn and sawn 

lumber is used in the building's construction. Tarpaper covers the 

roof. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _PELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _A.GRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __ SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION, SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER iSPECIFYl 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is a typical late-19th century tobacco barn in Calvert 

County. It has no known historical significance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
''AME I TITLE 

Merry Stinson 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Calvert County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NU'Jl8ER 

Route 5, Box 154 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Leitersburg, Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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Calvert County 
Merry Stinson 4/81 
N & E elevations 


