
CAPSULE SUMMARY - BRISCOE BARN 'C' (1164) 

This barn is located on the north side of Parker's Wharf Road 

and is probably associated with a farmhouse lying one-half mile to 

the southeast. The main section of this unique, rather low-lying 

structure measures 32 by 24 feet, and is cross-axial in plan with 

sheds on the east, west, north and south sides. All four sheds appear 

to be original, although there is evidence for exterior siding on the 

east and west walls of the main section. The small size, hewn 

timbers and fully-matured, machine-cut nails suggest a pre-1860 

date of construction, but extensive renovation/repair makes it 

difficult to assign a more precise date. In spite of this, the barn is 

very interesting for a combination of architectural 

features(shallow-pitched roof, two-door plan, extant shingle roof), 

and due to its association with the Parran/Briscoe families. 

pjm/12-1992 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common Briscoe 3arn •c• 

2. Location 

street & number 
Parker's Wharf Road 

city, town 
Parker Wharf 

:·:aryland 
state 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__ building(s) 
__x_ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. C~-:1&4 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Calvert 

Pr'-5ent Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
_x_ other: stor age 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name John D. Briscoe 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town state and zip code 20685 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County C :)Urthouse liber 

street & number l1:ain Street (MD 765) folio 

city, town Prince Frederick state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

... posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
--x- excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
____K_ altered 

Check one 
~ original site 
-- moved date of move 

Survey No. C'.:'-1:64 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

John J. Briscoe Earn (Briscoe Barn 'C') is located on the no~-th s:::..ue of 1--ari<er's 
~harf ?oad and is probably associated with a ~id-late 19th century farDhouse 
located approximately one-half mile to the southeast. It is ~:so par~ J: t~e 
-,r~rco<=>/far'"a" f'-..,i· 1 ;e 0 • e-,+ens;V"' ho' 4 0"" 7 "' r,,,-i:-.,,-.--,.,.,-'< +o ,-s the 'Ca-"e 1 ':ue +o """' ... ...:: - L. .. l .... a.,,1, .L...A. v ........ " ......... ~ .. ..L'-"- ~ .. '.::) ...... _._...6.- ...... _ _,,_.....,-l I,,\. .:J,. b • J...I ., 

extens~ve rebuilding, it is impossible (at the reconn~issance-level), the 
exact sei:;_uence of constructio!1. Hewn ti:nbers ana fully-:natureri ma.chine-cut 
nails sugg-e3t a :;ire-186:::· G.a. te of construction for the J2 x 24 foot barn wi b 
cross-axial pl3.n ._rid four sheds. 

The main b-1rn has a cr::iss-axial plan and ei:;ht, f·:mr-foot rooms, Four f .:iot wide 
door entr nces are centered alon;-; the east and west facades. ;:;xtensi ,-e rebuild.in.;; 
obscures the re::.aining possible door loc:;,tions. Posb a-::-e loc?.ted J.lon5 the 
central axis at eight foot intervals. Four eight-foot bays and two ten-foot 
bavs and one four-foot door ::-:J.ke U-:J the main Dl:in '.)r the centr;,;,l section. 
v~~ortared field stones supJort th~ structure~s continous sills, heavy posts 
and down braces. The form of the ba.rn's original s~d:n0 ~s ~~possib:e to ie~
er:riine due to tl::e extensive re-use cf ma. terials. 

The shallow roof is somewha-': unch5.racteristic of early hirns, 3.'.'.ici is :~:;_r_p:::;rted 
by windbra.ces, flat false plate, 0.1"~ ;,';JO c::llars. ':'he tobacco curint; systerr, 
considted of peeled log tier poles separated. by 41 anG_ 1/2 bch vertical 

3cistance. 

The east and west sheds ap?ear to be original in spite of evidence for siaine, 
on the barn's respective ea.st and west sides. r;orth and south sheds are both 
original, The evidence for this includes ext'-"-nt ::.:::.ilers belwo the j:.mction of 

roo:line. 



a. Significance Survey No. CT-~164 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
r- 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
~ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The .2riscoe E:a!:"n 'C' is si_:;nificant because of its age a.nd its a.ssocia.t :_on ..:ith 
the production of tobacco for over one hundred years. The small size of the 
barn-sug0ests a date of construction early in the period 1830-1860, but the 
extensive renovation ma.kes it difficult to assign a more precise da.te. In spite of 
this, however, the tarn is very interssting, -"c:- a combination of arch:.tectura:::_ 
features (shallow-pitched roof, two-door pl1n, ext~nsive repairs, extant s~i~sle 
roof:, and due to its association with the ?arrd.n/Briscoe !'amilLs. 

;-iistodc :teriod Themels): agriculture, tobacco 
'.:;eosra:;;hic Crganization: tiestern Shore Chesapea.ke 3a.y, Calvert County 
Chron.:)logical/Developmental Feriod: 18JO-present 
Reso~rce Ty_pe(s): Tobacco Barn 

~-his 'Jarn was erected on a leve::_ terrace adjacer. t to the fa tuxent :-ti ver soseti:J:e 
in ~he 19th century. Sxtensive renovation/repai::-:s makes it difficult to develop 
a chron::ilo:;y of the barn's development, but the following is sug_ested: the J2 
x 24 f .ot barn was constructed with sheci-: on four sicies. The east and west 
sheds ?robably served auxiliary functions, stable, eqipment storage, et cetera, 
while the north a.nd south sheds "e!:"e used for curing tobacco. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. C~-1: ::~, 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Broomes Island, MD Quadrangle scale l_:_Z_4_0_0_0 ___ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I 1 I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

cLi_l IL--J-~~...1.-.JI ~I_.___.__._~ ......... oLLJ I I I I 
E L..Ll I I IL.........L.--L......1----.......... ...,\ F LL_j I I I 
G LJ I I ~I ........__.__._ ...... ...... H LLJ I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 
P. t•icGuire 

organization 
Calvert County __ ..:,.;..; 

date 

Courthouse 
street & number telephone 

J01/5J5-458J 

city or town 
Prince Frederick, i·J) 

state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I 
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