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JULIA V. BOYD HOOSE 
Leitch's Wharf 
Prlwte 

1910, 1920, and c. 1945 

'!his pristine vhite cross-gable farmhouse 
replaced an earlier house on the si\e, de
scribed as "a large house with chim11e,-s and 
dormers "· 'Ibe first section, a two-story 
frame house measuring three bays long by 
two bays deep, va.s built by Asbury Hutchins 
in 1910 for Mrs. Julia V. Boyd. 'l'he gable 
end faces the Patuxent River. A two-story 
two-bay-long by one-bay-deep north addition 
was built for Mrs. Boyd in 1920 by Andrew 
Dalrymple. In a bout 1945 a one-story kit
chen was added to tne north end of the pre
'rious addition. 

Mr. Lee Boyd, Julia's son, who va.s born in 
1891 in the earlier house, occupies the pre
sent house. He remembers travelling to 
Baltimore by steamship and hauling tobacco 
by ox cart to Leitch's Wharf for shipment 
by boat. 



( 8apsule) 

Julia v. Boyd House 

Two additions make this C. 1900 farmhouse of considerable size. Delicate 
scrollwork, 2/2 windoTis, 3lld a central gable ;ive the oldest portion of 
t:ie house a defi::i te l2_te Victorian ch:iracter. Occupying a site on the 
bluff op )OSi te the Chalk Poi."lt Power Plan, it is an example of the kind of 
house which served as the core for so many of the riverside farms along the 
Patuxent. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-4>C:CELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

(T- la.1 

CHECK ONE 

Jf_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mr. Lee Boyd is eighty-five years old and has a fine memory. He has 
lived in his house overlooking the Patu:xent River since he was a boy; he 
was born on t.:at property. Mr. Boyd is the subject of a taped interview 
conce:ning local marine history, which is on file at the Calvert Marine 
Museum. 

L..r. Boyd was born in a house which preceeded the one now on this site. 
According to Mr. Boyd, that house was a large house wi t11 chimneys and 
dormers. The new house was built right next to it, and then the old house 
was demolished. JS1/358 shows Julia V. Boyd buying 58 acres on July 20, 1888. 

It was after I.h-. Boyd's father had died and while he was a youns boy 
that his mother, J~lia V. Boyd, contracted with Asbury Hutchins to build 
her a new house. That house was the front (E.) portion of the present 
building. It was started c. 1900, and I.U-. Hutchins remembers starting school 
the day the sills were laid in that part of the house. 

The front or east section of the house is two stories high, being 
two bays deep and three bays wide. The roof is ga.ble-end with a central 
Gable on the front. This s&~e facade is covered on the first story by a 
porch supported by volumns decorated with gingerbread scro_lvrork. 
The front doox is on the north-end of the porch (side hall--not a central 
entrance p_an) and it is framed with a transom and side li hts. A spindle
lace screen door makes this Victorian facade complete. 

2/2 windows are found throughout this section of the house and are 
large exce_pt for the smaller 2/2 window in the central gable. 

About eight or ten years after the original house was built, the second 
or middle part was constructed and that work was done by a r:imi named 
Andrew Dalryraple. 

Also of -'cwo stories, tn.is a.;,di ti on joins tile :,ain block on the west 
side wi tn its gable-ei1d u~~ asainst, but t-'ro ~ruding slightly past the vrest 
wall. A full porch covers the south facade. 2/2 windows mid fishscale 
metal roofin6 create visual compatibility. 

The last addition is one story and was made c. 30 years ago. It 
serves ~s a kitchen. 

It is important to realize the cn.z.nt;es which Llr. Boyd has witnessed 
vrhile living in this one spot for 85 years. It is important, for 
inst...nce, to Tealize that this __ i ctle Victoric.n farr"house is on a bluff 
directly op_,osi te t:1e r.iassive Chalf Point Iowc:r l?la.nt. IJr. Boyd says t!.iat 
it was only since '•forld .'lar II th0-t his farnily received electricity, and 
for most of his life he depended upon coal and wooC..for 
light and heat. The house and the man, which are _f;r0'1ucts of ti~e pre
electrici ty era, now face one of the largest electrical power plants in the 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
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_COMMUNITY PLANNING 
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_ECONOMICS 
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_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
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_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIA UHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Two additions mo.ke this c. 1 :.oo farmhouse of considerable , size. Delicate 
sc_·ollwork, 2/2 windows, and a central gable give the oldest portHm of 
t,.e hous'-' a definite late Victorian ch re..cter. Occu_p;,.-ing a site on the 
bluff opposite the Chalk Point Power Pla:., it is an example of the kind of 
house which served as tne core for so many of the riverside farms along 
the Patuxent. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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state, and they s.re within vieVI and in the shd.dow of the high power lines 
which c_·oss tl:e river and come into Calvert Coc.mty. As of ~.his wri"~ing, 

500 kV lines sup~_orted by 150' steel tower.;; are proposed for this same 
route. 

It is editoralizine, but nevertheless informing, to record ;.Ir. Boyd's 
opinions of his pres.mt environment. He expressed genuine disappointment 
in the loss of vi~ality of the Patuxent. He remembers tr~veling to Baltimore 
with his parents by stea.msl-:ip ($2. 50 round trip) and haulin:,; tobJ.cco by ox 
cart do-"m to Leitch' s ','/h~: for shi,?ment by boat. ifot only does he remember 
tte river as a primary meac:s of transportatio:1, but as a nea~_thy river full 
of oysters and fish. The part of tt.e riv'°r, wnich =rr. Boyd lives on, was 
closed for oystering last year because of r;ollution. r,~r. Boyd S8ldorr: eats 
fish anymore and says that it is -.vi th much reluct:once that he eats an~;~thing 
out of the Patuxent. One has difficulty in convincing I.::r. Boyd that this 
car.di tion is not the result of the ;o'.ver plan~ across the river. A furti1er 
com_ -laint he regis;;;~oncerns the air which he s._ys caus'°'s him zreat 
disco;-,1fort in brea.: · · · n some days. Tremendous clouds bellowing :::'rom the 
stacks s.t Chalk :'.. oir.1. ~ u.ften fill the sky and can be seen from ;;,any places 
in Calvert, Anne Arµndel, Charles, and St. Marys Counties. Ji1Ir. Boyd is 
certain that his air and his river have been ruined by the 9ower plant. It 
is a rather elet,;a.nt fardlousc dwarfed now by the plant, and the steel towers 
which carry the lines is a refilin,,er of ti1e pre-electric era, a time which 
in Mr. Boyd 1 s O)inion, Wc.>.S preferable. 
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