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- Undertaker's Parlor

This 14' x 20' building was built to be used as an undertaker's parlor.
1ts significance lies not only in its use and size, but in its location as
well., The scale of the structure seems to say something about the fact that it
served a black community in a rural area during the second quarter of the 20th
Century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to members of the neighborhood, this little building was
Wilson Mason's undertaker's parlor. The building appears to be a 14' square
with a 65' addition on the back (S.). It has a hipped roof, windows and is of
frame constructioh. Perhaps the most notable feature is the 63! x 26' porch
on the north facade. This porch is almost twice as long as the building
extending on either side of it for six feet. It is supported by squared
and chamfored posts.

The interior is quite plain (it was used as a residence at one time)
and consists of the 14' square room and the smaller 14' x 6' room. The larger
room had a space heater connected to a chimmey on the west side.

Wilson Mason was a member of the prominent black family which owned over
a hupdred acres just a short distance west of rrince Frederick on Route 231,
During the first half of the 20th Century, an entire black neighborhood has
grown up on this land. The building served that community as an undertaker's
parlor between 19 and 19 .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This 14' x 20' building was built to be used as an undertaker's pa:lor.
Its significance lies not only in its use and size, but in its location as
well. The scale of the structure seems t0 say something about the fact that it
served a black community in a rural area during the second guarter of tae 20th
Century.
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Historic Sites Survey
Broomes Island, Maryland 20615

CITY OR TOWN 585-2230 STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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