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Undertaker ' s Parlor 

This 14' x 20 1 building was built to be used as an undertaker's parlor. 

cu.:1 ,"1,~ 

~i- 133 

Its significance lies not only in its use and size, but in its location as 
well. The scale of the structure seems to say something about t he f act that it 
served a black community in a rural area during the second quarter of the 20th 
Century. 
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Undertakers Parlor 
=-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AND/OR COMMON 

. flLOCA TION 
STREET & NUMBER (Hal lowing Point Road) 

MD Route 231 and Masons Road 
CITY. l'OWN 

fu\\~('t.. t£.~\_I( VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marv land 

IJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

-*BUILDING(S) ;x;;e RIV A TE ~UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

.-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPO'lTATIQ•; 

_MILITARY X.OTHER 

Mary Gros.~s~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_T_e_l_e__,._p_h_o_n_e~_#_:__,_5+3+5-=0~4=4~6...__~~~ 
STREET & NUMBER 

Masons Road 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber #: pg. 28 
Folio #: JLB 170/258 

STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

X FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

Cl-\33 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to members of the neighborhood, this little building was 
Wilson Mason's undertaker's parlor. The building appears to be a 14 1 square 
with a Gt• addition on the back (s.). It has a hipped roof, windows and is of 
frame construction. Perh~ps the most notable feature is the 6!' x 26 1 porch 
on the north facade. This porch is almost twice as long as the building 
extending on either side of it for six feet. It is supported by squared 
and chamfored posts. 

The interior is quite plain (it was used as a residence at one time) 
and consists of the 141 square room and the smaller 14 1 x 61 room. The larger 
room had a space heater connected to a chimney on the west side. 

Wilson Mason was a member of the prominent black family which owned over 
a h~dred acres just a short distance west of xrince Frederick on Route 231. 
During the first half of the 20th Century, an entire black neishborhood has 
grown up on this land. The building served that community as an undertaker's 
parlor betne;en 19 and 19 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW >ERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW -1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

X_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURI; 

~RCHITECTURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

CT-133 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

~SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This 14 1 x 20' building was built to be used as an undertaker's pa:_lor. 
Its signif'icance lies not only in its use and size, but in its location as 
well. The scale of the structure seems to say something about the fact that it 
served a black community in a rural area d~ring the second quarter of the 20th 
Century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET lf NECESSARY 

IDJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

Historic Sites Su:-vey 
Broomes Island, 1'Ic:::yland 20615 

686-2~50 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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