
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
CT-1362 
Meadow Run Farm 
7755 North Southern Maryland Boulevard 
Owings, Calvert County, Maryland 
1933 
Private 

Meadow Run Fann occupies a seven-acre lot on the east side ofN. Southern Maryland Boulevard, just 

south of Chaneyville in Calvert County, Maryland. The property consists often buildings: a ca.-1933 

dwelling, garage, and tobacco barn; ca.-1935 combination poultry house and corn crib, and two sheds; 

ca.-1950 dairy barn and milk house; and two modern modular homes. The property, which historically 

operated as a dairy, is currently used for residential purposes. 

Meadow Run Farm was established in 1914, when William P. Norfolk acquired 118 acres on both 

sides of Southern Maryland Boulevard (MD 4) from Elizabeth and Irving Chaney of Carroll County, 

Maryland. In 1933, William's son (William) Calvert oversaw the construction of the American 

Foursquare dwelling and associated outbuildings. In 1950, Calvert and his wife, Virginia, established 

Billandale Dairy on the property. Milk was produced, processed, and delivered from the farm from 

1950 until 1968. Although the dwelling, outbuildings, and associated six acres are no longer under 

active agricultural use, Meadow Run Fann has remained under ownership of the Norfolk family for 

almost 100 years. The property stands as an attestation of the rich and varied agricultural history of 

Calvert County. 
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historic Meadow Run Farm 

other Billandale Dairy 

2. Location 
street and number 7755 N . Southern Maryland Boulevard 

city, town Owings 

county Calvert County 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

Inventory No. CT-1362 

not for publication 

vicinity 

name Dale H. and Ann M . Norfolk, Trustees of Dale H. Norfolk Family Trust 

street and number 5345 Buena Vista Road telephone 

city, town Prince Frederick state MD zip code 20678 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County Clerk of Circuit Court liber 3376 folio 379 

city, town Prince Frederick tax map 10 tax parcel 006 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

X Other: Calvert County Planning Department 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_x_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
_K__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 013944 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

8 
0 
0 
0 
8 

Noncontributing 
2 buildings 
O sites 

-~O __ structures 
-~o __ objects 
-"'-2 __ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
.x_ good 

fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Meadow Run Farm occupies a seven-acre lot on the east side ofN. Southern Maryland Boulevard, just south of 
Chaneyville in Calvert County, Maryland. The property consists often buildings: a ca.-1933 dwelling, garage, 
and tobacco barn; ca.-1935 combination poultry house and com crib, and two sheds; ca.-1950 dairy barn and 
milk house; and two modem modular homes. The property, which historically operated as a dairy, is currently 
used for residential purposes. 

DWELLING 

The dwelling associated with Meadow Run Farm consists of a two-story American Foursquare constructed in 
1933 (Photograph 1 ). The dwelling sits atop a full rusticated concrete block foundation, which features evenly 
spaced three-light, awning -sash windows. The exterior walls of the dwelling are clad in vinyl siding. A hipped 
roof sheathed in asphalt shingles and featuring wide overhanging eaves caps the dwelling. An interior brick 
chimney extends from the northern roof slope, near the peak. 1 The dwelling is lit by six-over-one, double-hung, 
vinyl-sash replacement windows, except where noted. 

The west elevation (fa9ade) measures two-bays wide (Photograph 1). Three brick steps lead to a brick landing 
situated at the northern end of the elevation. A simple Doric post supports the comer of the hipped roof that 
shelters what appears to have been a one-story, full-width porch; however, the southernmost bay of the porch 
has been enclosed. Consequently, the main entry into the dwelling that occupies the northernmost bay is 
recessed from the southernmost enclosed bay. The entry consists of a single-leaf 12-light over panel, wood door 
sheltered by a two-light metal storm door. A ribbon of four typical windows occupies the southern bay, which 
is located in the enclosed porch area. Two sets of paired typical windows are situated in the second story. 

The south elevation of the dwelling features a set of paired typical windows in the enclosed porch addition 
(Photograph 2). Two additional sets of paired typical windows occupy the first story of the main dwelling, and 
two single typical windows occupy the second story. The rear (east) elevation features a one-story, full-width 
enclosed porch. The south elevation of the porch contains a secondary entry, accessed by a set of concrete steps. 
The entry consists of a single-leaf, multi-light storm door. Two elongated rectangular single-light windows 
flank the entry. 

The east elevation features the one-story enclosed porch (Photograph 3). The southernmost bay of the porch 
contains a ribbon of five elongated single-light windows. A set of paired sliding windows is situated to the north 
(right) and a single-light, casement window occupies the northernmost bay of the first story. Two single typical 
windows are situated in the second story. The east elevation also contains an exterior basement entry, accessed 
by a stairwell near the northern comer. The stairwell is sheltered by a metal canopy supported by three simple 

1 For the purposes ofthis physical description, Southern Maryland Boulevard is used to denote north-south; therefore, the dwelling 
faces west. 
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metal posts set into a low retaining wall. The basement entry consists of a single-leaf, multi-light, wood door 
sheltered by a two-light storm door. 

The rear porch addition extends one bay outward from the face of the main dwelling, at the northeast comer 
(Photograph 4). The north elevation of the addition contains one, one-over-one light, double-hung, aluminum 
window. A set of paired typical windows occupy the westernmost bay in the north elevation of the first story of 
the main dwelling (Photograph 5). The second story contains two single typical windows. 

Overall, the dwelling, which continues to serve as a single-family residence, is in good condition. 

GARAGE 

A small one-story 1933 gable-front garage is located to the southeast of the dwelling (Photograph 6). The 
garage is comprised of rusticated concrete block, with the gables clad in aluminum siding. The roof is sheathed 
in metal. The west elevation contains two evenly spaced garage openings consisting of sliding wood doors hung 
on metal tracks. The south elevation features a large single-light, fixed, vinyl replacement window. The area 
surrounding the window is covered in aluminum siding, indicating its later addition. The north and east 
elevations are devoid of openings. The garage, which continues to serve its original function, is in good 
condition. 

MILK HOUSE 

The former milk house for the dairy is situated immediately north of the garage (Photograph 7). The building 
was constructed ca. 1950. The one-story, two-bay milk house, comprised of concrete block, occupies the 
northern end, while three open vehicle bays, divided by simple wood posts, extend to the south. The building 
consists of a poured-concrete foundation. The asymmetrical gable roof is sheathed in corrugated metal. A two
light, wood panel door is located in the northernmost bay of the west elevation. A six-over-six, double-hung, 
vinyl-sash replacement window, flanked by inoperable louvered vinyl shutters, is situated to the south. A six
over-six light, double-hung, wood-sash is located in the north elevation, near the west side. The east elevation 
features two large evenly spaced 12-light, fixed, metal-sash windows located in the vehicle bays. The south 
elevation of the milk house block features an additional window opening. Overall, the building, which currently 
is used as a garage, is in good condition. 

SHED 1 

A one-story, ca.-1935 shed is located to the northeast of the garage (Photograph 8). The shed consists of a side
gable block with a gable-front extension projecting outward from the southeast comer. The shed sits atop a 
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concrete block foundation. The exterior walls are clad in vinyl siding, and standing-seam metal covers the 
gabled roofs. A single-leaf, six-light over wood panel is centrally located in the south elevation of the gable
front block. A six-light, fixed, wood-sash window is located to the west, in the south elevation of the side-gable 
block. The east and west elevations lack openings, while the north elevation of the side-gable block contains a 
central six-light, fixed, vinyl-sash window. Overall, the building, currently used for storage, is in good 
condition. 

POULTRY HOUSE/CORN CRIB 

A one-story, ca.-1935, combination poultry house and com crib is located to the northeast of the milk house 
(Photograph 9). The building is banked into a hill that slopes downward from west to east so that the east side of 
the building is supported by concrete block piers. The com crib occupied the east side of the building, as 
evidenced by the concrete block piers and the gaps in the exterior wall cladding that historically allowed for the 
drying of the com. The west side of the foundation consists of rusticated concrete blocks. The exterior walls 
consist of vertical board siding, except at the west end (former poultry house) of the north elevation which 
consists of concrete blocks. The building is capped by a shed roof that slopes downward from south to north and 
features exposed rafter ends. The south elevation features two single-leaf, board doors attached with metal strap 
hinges. Two one-over-one light, double-hung, wood-sash windows flank a set of smaller square single-light, 
fixed windows centered above the westernmost entry. The east and west elevations lack openings, while the 
north elevation contains two former chicken openings concealed with plywood boards. Overall, the building, 
which is currently used for storage, is in good condition. 

SHED2 

A one-story, ca.-1935 shed is located immediately to the east of the poultry house/com crib (Photograph 10). 
The small square building rests on a concrete block foundation, and board-and-batten siding comprises the 
exterior. The shed roof, which slopes downward from south to north, is clad in standing-seam metal and 
features exposed rafter ends. A single-leaf door, attached with metal strap hinges, is situated in the 
southernmost bay in the west elevation. A single window-like opening is located to the north. The south 
elevation features three evenly spaced six-light, fixed, wood-sash windows. The north and east elevations lack 
openings. The building, currently used for storage, is in good condition. 

BARN COMPLEX 

The barn complex associated with Meadow Run Farm consists of a ca.-1933 tobacco barn and a ca.-1950 dairy 
barn attached via a continuous one-story concrete block sheds (Photograph 11). The two-story tobacco barn, 
which occupies the east comer of the complex consists of a concrete block foundation and board-and-batten 
siding (Photograph 12). The steeply pitched gable-front roof is sheathed in metal sheets. The east elevation 
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features two evenly spaced six-light, fixed, wood-sash windows, with a central vertical board door attached with 
metal strap hinges. A one-story outshed extends from the south elevation. The outshed features a shed roof 
sheathed in metal sheets, with exposed rafter ends at the south elevation. The east elevation is clad in vertical 
board siding whereas the south elevation features a low concrete block wall, with the upper elevation 
completely exposed. The bays of the south elevation are divided by massive roughly-hewn log posts. An 
additional one-story outshed extends from the northeast corner of the tobacco barn and consists of a concrete 
block foundation and board-and-batten siding. An additional one-story concrete block shed extends from the 
west side of the northeast outshed, to connect to the large dairy barn that occupies the west side of the barn 
complex (Photograph 11 ). The dairy barn is banked into a hill that slopes downward from southwest to 
northeast. The large two-and-one-half-story, ca.-1950 dairy barn consists of a concrete block foundation, 
vertical board siding, and a gambrel roof, sheathed in corrugated metal. Two metal vents pierce the roof ridge. 
The dairy barn features six-light, metal, casement windows. The north elevation features a set of double-leaf 
sliding wood doors in the center bay of the first story. Six evenly spaced windows occupy the west elevation. 
The south elevation contains evidence of a former pulley system, as indicated by the roof overhang, which 
assisted in hauling hay and grain into the hayloft of the barn. A one-story, two-bay, shed-roof addition extends 
south from the southwest corner of the barn. 

MODERN FEATURES 

Two modem modular homes occupy Meadow Run Farm. A one-story elongated frame dwelling is located to 
the southeast of the milk house and garage (Photograph 13). A one-story elongated frame dwelling also is 
situated to the north of the 1933 American Foursquare dwelling (Photograph 14). Poured concrete sidewalks 
lead from the driveway to these modern homes. 

LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

A paved driveway stretches west from Southern Maryland Boulevard to the south side of the dwelling and 
curves around to the front of the milk house, to circle back at the north side of the dwelling, between the 1933 
dwelling and the second modular home. The outbuildings are not connected by any visible circulation paths, 
including gravel farm lanes or pedestrian paths. The property is interspersed with mature deciduous and 
evergreen trees, and evergreen foundation plantings surrounding the dwellings. The property also contains one 
of the few lighted billboards in the county. The sign is situated to the northeast of the barn complex. 

INTEGRITY 

Meadow Run Farm retains its integrity oflocation, on the east side of Southern Maryland Boulevard. Integrity 
of setting has been slightly compromised through the disuse of former agricultural fields and the subsequent 
reforestation of historically cultivated fields. In addition, Kelly Generator, a large industrial-type building, is 
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situated to the south of the property. Many of the buildings associated with Meadow Run Farm have undergone 
alterations, including the application of replacement siding and windows, thereby compromising integrity of 
materials and workmanship. The property as a whole retains integrity of design through the retention of original 
footprints and overall relationships between the dwelling and associated outbuildings. The retention of the dairy 
barn and associated milk house contribute to integrity of feeling and association as an early twentieth-century 
dairy farm. 



8. Significance Inventory No. CT-1362 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

X agriculture 
_ archeology 

architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

1933;ca 1935;ca 1950; 1968 

Construction dates 1933; ca. 1935; ca. 1950 

Evaluation for: 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

___ National Register ____ ,Maryland Register --""-'X,____not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.} 

Meadow Run Farm was established in 1914, when William P. Norfolk acquired 118 acres on both sides of 
Southern Maryland Boulevard (MD 4) from Elizabeth and Irving Chaney of Carroll County, Maryland. In 1933, 
William's son (William) Calvert oversaw the construction of the American Foursquare dwelling and associated 
outbuildings. In 1950, Calvert and his wife, Virginia, established Billandale Dairy on the property. Milk was 
produced, processed, and delivered from the farm from 1950 until 1968. Although the dwelling, outbuildings, 
and associated six acres are no longer under active agricultural use, Meadow Run Farm has remained under 
ownership of the Norfolk family for almost 100 years. The property stands as an attestation of the rich and 
varied agricultural history of Calvert County. 

HISTORY OF MEADOW RUN FARM 

William Norfolk, a tenant farmer from Lower Marlboro, acquired two tracts ofland totaling 118 acres from 
Elizabeth Olivia Chaney and Irving D. Chaney, on March 31, 1914. The property was located on both sides of 
MD 4 (Southern Maryland Boulevard) and was historically part of the "Gibbons Farm."2 William Norfolk 
primarily grew tobacco on the property, as several frame tobacco barns were already extant at the time of his 
acquisition (CT-1142, CT-1143).3 Shortly thereafter, William Norfolk contracted with the firm of Lyons, 
Gibson, & Company to design and build an American Foursquare house on his farm. 4 The 1920 Federal 
Population Census notes William Norfolk, a farmer, along with his wife, Eva and their sons James and 
(William) Calvert, daughter, Virginia, and 23-year-old African-American farm hand named Frank Long.5 

In 1933, William Norfolk oversaw the construction of an American Foursquare dwelling associated with 
Meadow Run Farm as well as the adjacent two-car garage. The size and details of the house suggest that it was 

2 Calvert County Clerk of Court Land Record Liber 14: 492. 
3 Tora Williamsen-Berry, "Norfolk Barn B," Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form. Prepared by Calvert County Historic 
District Commission, June 1990. On file at the Maryland Historical Trust, Crownsville, Maryland. 
4 This is not the 1933 dwelling currently associated with Meadow Run Farm. William Norfolk's earlier dwelling was later moved to 
Meadow Run Fann and currently stands to the east of the Kelly Generator Building, just south of Meadow Run Farm; Kirsti Uunila 
(Calvert County Historic Preservation Planner), May 2012. 
5 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States: William Norfolk (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Census Bureau, 1920). 
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also designed and constructed by Lyons & Gibson; however, this could not be confirmed. Most likely, the 
dwelling was intended for use by William and Eva's youngest son, Calvert, as the 1930 Federal Population 
Census notes that 20-year-old Calvert Norfolk was a farm laborer, with William Norfolk still listed as head of 
household. Ten years later, the 1940 Federal Population Census recorded Calvert Norfolk, a farmer, as head of 
his own household that included his wife, Virginia, and one-year-old son, Calvert.6 The land also included an 
existing tobacco barn, northeast of the dwelling. By 1935, Calvert Norfolk constructed the associated poultry 
house and comcrib and two sheds. A 1938 historic aerial photograph illustrates the American Foursquare 
dwelling and associated outbuildings surrounded by cultivated agricultural fields interspersed with small 
wooded areas. 7 On November 22, 1946, Calvert Norfolk officially acquired approximately 107 acres from his 
parents, William P. and Eva Norfolk, that included the American Foursquare dwelling and associated 
outbuildings. 8 

Four years later, Calvert Norfolk oversaw the construction of a large dairy barn to the west of the existing frame 
tobacco barn as well as a milk house out of which he operated Billandale Dairy. The shift from tobacco to 
dairying most likely occurred as a result of the labor intensity and field exhaustion that characterized tobacco 
farming by this time. In addition, the emergence of home refrigeration and accessibility to markets afforded by 
refrigerated railcars and trucks sparked the emergence of commercial dairying as an attainable market. The 
Norfolks' surrounding acreage provided the necessary pasture for feeding their dairy cows, and the dairy barn 
and associated tobacco barn allowed for the storage of not only the cows but the feed as well. Billandale Dairy 
operated from 1950 until 1968 as one of only two dairies in Calvert County. All milk was produced, processed, 
bottled, and delivered from Meadow Run Farm. During the 1950s and 1960s, county schools included Meadow 
Run Farm and Billandale Dairy as a field trip destination.9 

Calvert Norfolk served on the Calvert County Soil Conservation District for over 40 years. According to his 
son, Dale Norfolk, most of the innovative farming practices, including contour cropping and terracing, used in 
the county were experimented with and used on the farm. In 1956, as a result of their conservation and 
progressive efforts, Calvert and Virginia Norfolk were honored as Maryland Farm Family of the Year by 
Progressive Farmer Magazine. 10 The Norfolks oversaw the construction of the shed-roof additions in the 1950s 
and 1960s that connected the dairy and tobacco barns. During the last two decades of the twentieth century, the 
modem modular homes were moved to the property adjacent to the American Foursquare dwelling and garage, 

6 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States: Calvert Norfolk (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Census Bureau, 1940). 
7 Calvert County Department of Technology Services, Historic Imagery Viewer, http://calvertgis.co.cal.md.us/flexviewer imagery/, 
accessed May 2012. 
8 Calvert County Clerk of Circuit Court, Land Record Liber 8: 554. 
9 Dale Norfolk, "Application for Calvert County Historic District Designation," on file at Calvert County Planning and Zoning 
Department. 
10 Jbid. 
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In 1968, Billandale Dairy ceased operations; however, the farm has remained under ownership of the Norfolk 
family since that time. Calvert Norfolk passed away on July 10, 2002, followed by his wife, Virginia, on June 
16, 2008. The farm has been subdivided under ownership of the Dale H. Norfolk Family Trust, son of Calvert 
and Virginia. The American Foursquare dwelling and associated outbuildings currently stand on a six-acre lot. 
An associated 15-acre lot on the west side of Southern Maryland Boulevard also owned by the Dale H. Norfolk 
Family Trust was placed in farm preservation in 1992. Dale and his wife, Ann, as trustees, retain ownership of 
Meadow Run Farm in 2012. Although much of the dairy equipment used in the operation ofBillandale Dairy 
remains on the farm, the property is no longer under active agricultural use. 

11 Calvert County Department of Technology Services, Historic Imagery Viewer, http: //calvertgis.co.cal.md.us/flexviewer imagery/, 
accessed May 2012. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. CT-1361 

Calvert County Clerk of Circuit Court, Land Records, Prince Frederick, Maryland. 

Calvert County Department of Technology Services, Historic Imagery Viewer, http: //calvertgis.co.cal.md.us/flexviewer imagery/, accessed May 
2012. 

Dale Norfolk, "Application for Calvert County Historic District Designation," on file at Calvert County Planning and Zoning Department . 

U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States. Washington, D.C., U.S. Census Bureau, 1930. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

6.00 acres 
118 acres 
Lower Marlboro. MD 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: -=-1 """: 2=-4"'-0""'0'""0 ____ _ 

The boundary for Meadow Run Farm includes all of Calvert County Tax Parcel 006 of Tax Map 10. The boundary includes the 
1933 American Foursquare dwelling and associated outbuildings, including the tobacco barn, garage, dairy barn, milk house, 
poultry house/com crib, and sheds that historically comprised the property. 
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Photograph 1: Meadow Run Farm, dwelling, west elevation, view looking east. March 2012. 
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Photograph 2: Meadow Run Farm, dwelling, south elevation, view looking northwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 3: Meadow Run Fann, dwelling, east elevation, view looking west. March 2012. 
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Photograph 4: Meadow Run Farm, dwelling, northeast corner, view looking southwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 5: Meadow Run Farm, dwelling, north elevation, view looking southeast. March 2012. 
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Photograph 6: Meadow Run Farm, garage, west and south elevations, view looking northeast. March 2012. 
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Photograph 7: Meadow Run Fann, milk house, west elevation, view looking northeast. March 2012. 
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Photograph 8: Meadow Run Farm, shed 1, south elevation, view looking northwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 9: Meadow Run Fann, poultry house, south and east elevations, view looking northwest. March 
2012. 
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Photograph 10: Meadow Run Fann, shed 2, south elevation, view looking north. March 2012. 
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Photograph 11 : Meadow Run Farm, barn complex, north elevation, view looking southeast. Note tobacco barn 
to left and dairy barn to right. March 2012. 
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Photograph 12: Meadow Run Fann, tobacco barn, east elevation, view looking northwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 13: Meadow Run Farm, modern dwelling 1, north and west elevations, view looking southeast. 
March 2012. 
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Photograph 14: Meadow Run Farm, modem dwelling 2, south and east elevations, view looking northwest. 
March 2012. 
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northwest. 
CT 1362 201203 09 I " I " I " I " I " I Poultry house, south and east elevations, view I 9of14 

lookin northwest. 
CT 1362 201203 10 " " " " " Shed 2, south elevation, view lookin north . 10of14 
CT 1362 201203 11 " " " " " Barn complex, north elevation, view looking 11 of 14 

southeast. 
CT 1362 201203 12 I " I " I " I " I " I Tobacco barn, east elevation, view looking I 12ofl4 

northwest. 
CT 1362 201203 13 I " I " I " I " I " I Modem dwelling 1, north and west elevations, I 13 of 14 

view lookin southeast. 
CT 1362 201203 14 " " " " " Modem dwelling 2, south and east elevations, I 14ofl4 

view looking northwest. 


























































