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0NAME 
HISTORIC 

,Jonn p. Wj 1 1 j ams Barn 
AND/OR COMMON 

Edgar Cranford Barn and Tenant House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Broomes Island Road (Maryland Route 264) 
CITY. l'OWN 

Dort Bepuhl j c 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

- VICINITY OFIJutual 

STATUS CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~BUILDING($) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED 

_OBJECT 

__!pRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS x__YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs • .Smma Cranford 
STREET & NUMBER 

Broomes Island Road 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 
Calvert 

PRESENT USE 

X...AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA::IK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_ TRANSPORTA.TION 

_OTHER 

STATE ' zip code 

Liber #: A.AH 1/217 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

------------- . 

STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

\L.FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

C~CKONE 

~NALTERED 
LALTERED 

(T-tl.f o 

CHECK ONE 

./ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mr. Cranforj has owned this _,roperty since 1915. He is "past 80 11 and 
recalls that tnis was an old barn when he obtained the farm. He believes 
John P. Williams, a former owner, may .nave built the barn in the :1Iid
Nineteenth Century. Jobn r. Williams was oontemporary with rnr. Cranford's 
grandfather. Iden "my father's a,~;e" Mr. Cranford says, did not lmow when this 
barn was built. 

The modern house in which the Cra:nfords live stands on the site of an 
old "plantation house." It was the home of Jobn P. Willia.'1ls. 

This is a ten-room tobacco barn. The main block of which measures 
20 1 x 40 1 • There are sheds on the west side and south end which result in 
overall dimensions of x Three transverse sills make this a tripartite 
barn. The middle sill is the thickest and measures 12 11 x 7". At least 
a couple of unusual features were noticed in this ba..YTI, one of Vhlich is the 
fact that the distance from the ground to the eaves measured 16 1 on the east 
side. 12 1 or 14 1 is common and is cit~d as such by Tatham in his Essay 
of 1800. The extra four feet res_:lts in four tiers of tobacco rather than 
the usual three. 

The plates measure c. 711 x 4 11 in thickness and are continuous. The roof 
is A-framed with the collar beams being iap-joined to the rafters and fixed 
with cut-nails. The trusses are attached to flat false :,lates. 

The original exterior coverinh appears to have been 4 1 riven clapboards 
(requiring 2 1 studdin,;) lapped on the ends as ·.vell as sides. i'his sidin[; is 
visible in several places, including the south wall of the west shed. The 
lack of holes from scint;le nails in she rafters of ~his sid.e sugt~ests -:.hat this 
shed may have been original to the structure. This shed houses a fine prize 
with a screw-gear which reads "James Lacy, Baltimore, Maryland." There is a 
scarf plate in this shed wi1ich is support A by tree-posts •nich are joined 
to it by mor-cise-and-tenon with tru,:nels. A number of non-functional mortises, 
however, su,:;gest the yossi.oili tJ of salvaged :naterials having been used. 

Another unusual fea0ure in this barn (besides the height of ~he eaves) 
are the open-faced mortise of the angle braces. These a.re actually dove
tailed pieces hold in an open-faced mortise by a woo~en peg or :runnel. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

7.700-1799 

_1800-1899 

. _1900-

__..\RCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC 

__..\RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

___,\GRICULTURF; 

__..\RCHITECTURE 

__..\RT 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

This tobacco b·.::irn is ty,~ical in some ways for i -;;s tripartite plan, post
and-beam frame, and riven clapboard siding; but it is also somewhat u.."lusual 
for its height and the dovetailed angle braces. There is evidence to SU6,;est 
that a "prize shed" on the west facade is original -vo the plan. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



liMAJOR HIBLJ.OGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ _.2'"""71----"a.._c;.o.r....<;;e;..;;;S.__ __ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

'l'UCV,.C l r-~,..l..f u vv•, .. ..... :....u, 

Historic S:tr:s Su:'yey 
3.ro~rr1es Islar: 1, :.:,ccland 2061~ 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 110B 
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Al thou,,~h the::.~e are tree ;;osts in the north shed, the rest of the oaterials 
are moJ.ern. 

Some members of this barn, sucn as the .:ills, are he>'.TI and the clapboards 
are riven, however, the plates and Uyrigbts appear to ce ]it-saTIU. 

Tenant House 

On the saue pro:;;erty as the barn is a tenant :io;.;.se, which i:.'Ir. Cranford 
says was there when he acquired the farm. 

It is a hevm post-and-bea.i."'Il frame structure covered with plain clapboards 
a~tached with cut nails. (German siding under front porcn). j, ·r .. plan is 
formed by a two-story, three "vay wide and one deep front with a one-story 
kitchen wing in the rear. The plan provides for two bedrooms upstairs and a 
center hall flanked by parlors downs0airs. 

Plues for space heaters are located on all three ends of the house. 

A full po~cn covers the front or southeast facade. h brick pathway 
once led u:; to the steps of the porch. 

The house rests on a fieldstone base. 



(Japm .. le ) 

..;d~ar Cro.."lford ' s ~:1 .. :n a"l:i '...'e::'l ..:i;; •• o.i;;e 

Tb.is tobacco barn is t y?ical ir.. so;:ie ways for i t::> ;;r ipa. ~1 t e f) lan, post
s::d- bea::i -·~e, and riven clapboard sidi:l;; ; but it is als.: so..:~what unu:;~l 
-for its hei..;ht. and the dovetail.ed an: :e br aces. ?nere is ev! 'ience ;;o su .. ;gest 
that a "prize shed" on the west facade is original to the p:an. 
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