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Tho:...as :b..:-rod. Ee~: 

A Late !lineteenth Century cros s- g"1ble dwel ling whict ~as eaves decorated 
·,.:i th dentli.ls. Oral nistory a."ld available doc:cer. t .. indica-:: e bla ck ownership 
a 1; l east since 1904. Prior to this , the .f)ropertj' w_s o~ed by the Parker 
fa:li.ly . 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Thomas Harrod House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREH & NUMBER 

Balls Grave;yard Road (Now Ball Road) 
CITY. l'OWN 

'f\t\u-rJ(¥_ VICINITY Of 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUB UC 

.XBUILDINGISl J.t..PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE -80TH 

STATUS 

..X0CCUPJEO 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ...XVES RESTRICTED ,....., 

- BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET 8' NUMBER 

CITY TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC, 

STREET 8' NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 
Calvert 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

-EDUCATIONAL .XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORT/\ TION 

__MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber #: (S.!IB #l45) 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
,-..._ SURVEY RECORDS ' l·~~-----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

X....FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.%.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED OAT~---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to the tenant , Mrs. Gantt , black people have always lived in 
this house and that Grace Brown owned it. The tax asses~ment office has no 
deed reference for this property, but a title search of an adjoining parcel 
(E. Boom' s) is inf'ormative. Both parcels are "5 1/6 acr es" and remain that 
size since the first d~cade of this century. Both parcels appear to have 
been owned by Benjamin B. Dawkins c . 1904 . G11D 4/534 shows Dawkins selling 
11 5 1/6 acres" to E. Boom on July 26, 1904. A\YR 27/234 mentions that E. Boom' s 
property is adjoining land owned by the hei ... s 0£ Thomas Ha.crod , Col. Thomae 
Chambers, et al. GWD 3/217 shows B. E. Dawkins selling 11 5 1/6 acres" to 
Thomas Harrod in 1902. Mrs. Boom states that Harrod ' s house was built after 
hers , and hers wt.a built c. 1904 . Dawkins acquired the property through the 
will of Mary T. Parker . 

The house has an L-plan consisting of a five- bay wide block with a two 
story, two-bay wing in the "rear" (North) . 

The south (fJ.·ont) facade of the main block is a central pediment or 
cross gable desi ;n, al though the gable is not as dominan" as is seen on many 
houses in the area. ·rhis pedi.Ir.ent is smaller and less obtrv.sive and is 
decorated with a diamond shape window. The pediment and central entrance 
lend greatly to the symmetry displayed in the buildin,. The eaves are 
decorated with dentals. 

The exterior is covered VTith modern red asbestos siding which cove-s a 
previous siding of 211 x 8 11 planks nailed onto the hewn frame wi~ wire 
nails. This may be replacement siding as well. It is laid in an unusual 
pattern with the planks flush to each other and butt ended at 4~0 anules. 

The windows are 6/6 sash with, panes of wavy glass. 

Modern joists were observed under the parlor and hewn joists beneath 
the present kitchen. Thia may be an indication of additions. 

IJrs. Gantt remembers when there was a full porch on the front (South) 
facade . She also recalls a root cellar which has been filled in. 

The interior is divided by a central hall and is :further shaped by the 
L-plan. The hall oontains stairs to the secon&floor and is flanked on the 
first .floor by a parlor on the west and a kitchen on the east. Adjoining 
the kitchen on the north is the wing which contains another and larger parler 
or living-room downstci.irs and a bt:droom above . There are four bedrooms in 
all. The entire upstairs is paneled with 3" beaded horizontal siding. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

"'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- t'REHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUGY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW 

- 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS - LITERATURE 

- 1800-1699 -ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

_1700· 1799 -ART _ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

-1800-1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY - POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

--500AVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER ISPECIFYI 

A Late Nineteenth Century cr oss- gable dwelling which has eaves decorated 
with dentals , Or al history and available doc uments indicaLe black ownei·sh.i.p 
at least since 1904. Prior to this, the pr operty was owned by the Parker family. 
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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fjMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Calvert County Deed Books A1/R 27/234/235 
GWD 4/534 
mm 3/211 

CONTINUE ON ~E~A!V\TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 1 /6 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET 8' NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

Wayne L. Nield, II 
1t 1orl· S.tes Survey 

:Br~om11• 151 mu, Maryland 206Jfl 
586-2050 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was o£ficially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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