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Ball's Graveyard Co:nmunity 

Except for the corridor cleured for ;ower lines, the area lclown as 

Ball's Graveyard is thickly forrested. This was not always sor ha 'W': c~, 

for there are those alive today who remember when the land was cleared 

and whe:: there was a village or neighborhood there, which was as one man 

said, "full of lii'e! 11 Only r:..ins remain now, and even the ,;raveyard from 

which the area derived its n~~e is difficult to find because there are no 

markers and undergrowth is dense. 

The Calvert Co:.:.nty land records indicc:.te that a large a..'llount of land, 

which prob<.::.bly i.'1cluded the Balls Graveyard area, was owned by James E. 

Bourne in the 1840's. The settlement of his estate resulted in a sale in 

which Jobn Parran was the purchaser. Parr9.!1 was part of a court ap;iointed 

commission alonb with James A. Bond, Yo;mg D. Hance, James T. Hall, and 

Nathaniel Dare. They w~re given the responsibility of settling the eztate 

since Bourne's heirs were all mL.ors. At the public sale, which took place 

on October 12, 1841, J olm Parran purchased Bourne's bay property called ' 

"The Gore" and part of a tract of land "lying on a branch leadb1g to the 

wate1·s of St. Leonarda Creek." There is no way of knowing for certain if 

the land which incluJes Balls Graveyard was part of that second parcel; it 

is certainly in the same neighborhood. In an 1887 deed for a parcel of 

land in the Balls Graveyard community, John Parran is listed as an 

adjoining property owner (JS1/51). 
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At any rate by the 187C's, James A. Bond owned the land around 

Balls Graveyard and was selling it in small parcels to mostly Negro 

families. This is presumably the same Ja.ses A. Bond, or possibly his 

son, who served on the co::rur..ission which settled the estate of Jose~h Bourne, 

and who had subseq_uent dealings with Jo1m Paran. Bond wrote a will in 

1879 and item.#4 says: 

"I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Sa.rah 3. c. Bond 

all lebts which at the time of my death may be due ·me from 

Tom Parker, Amelia Spriggs, Thomas Tho;;ias, ,fil::_iam '~.;.ill, 

William Rawlings, and Samuel Jackson respectively, who have 

brought small tracts or par8els of land from me, a.~d I 

hereby authorize and enpower my said wife to give to each of 

ohem a deed of the land' thus purchased when eve:' they shall 

:::-espectively pay for the same." 

Subsequent deeds show that most of the names cited were among others wD.o 

were residents of the Balls ·J-raveyard co;.:G . .ni ty. (See bottom.) 

Certain questions are as yet unansvrered such as i1ow and when Bond 

ac uired the land and why he would be sellint:S so :many small parcels to 

blacks in the 1G70 1 s and 1860 1 s. It is clear, ~1owever, th.::.t he did so and 

that the neighborhood had a recobrlized name. 3S7/4 (February 26, 1j85) is 

for 3 3/4 acres on "a traqt of lar,d lc:lown as Balls Graveyard." J.S.1/371 

(August 14, 1888) is for ten acres of land "situated in a place sometimes 

called Bondsville and so:Jetimes Jarefoot or Balls Graveyard." 

See Deed books: SS6/18 
GWDB/429 

JS1/51 
JS1/371 

·~· , ... -· --
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This collec~ion of names leads on,to speculate about the age of the 

inhabited neighborhood. Undom.un:::nted oral ~1istory as told by both blacks 

and whites holds that ther6 was a black co:JD.unity on this spot since well 

into the last Century and sone believe that it may pre-date the Civil \'far. 

If this is so, then Bamd's decision to sell to blacks in the 1870 1 s and 1880 1 s 

may not be any sudden social change but merely the result of blacks who 

were ah·eady on that spot fi.:ally oeinG in a position to buy. Bond 1 s will, 

writ,en in 1879, and deeds bearing dates from the late 1880 1 s a..~d 1890 1 s 

indicate that the parcels were paid for in installments over a period of 

years. That the area would be known as "Bondsville" in the 1880 1 s su;gests 

that the Bonds were involved there for some time and "ville" certainly 

su~gests the presen~~ of a community. It also recai~s true that it talces 

more than a short period of time for an area to acquire three dii'f erent 

nanes. 

Archi tect..a-al evidence ;,lrovided by existing r'-1ins, however, added to 

the Late 19th Century deeds points towards a post-bellum community. This 

much, at least, is certain while uhe possibility of a pre-war slave or free-

black com.~unity remains conjecture. Jud6ing from the number of lots sold by 

J runes A. Bond in the Balls 'J.raveyard area, there .. vere as many as eight or 

nine fa.~ilies ownin6 land there by the 1880 1 s. Oral histoyy sug6ests th~t 
) 

sons and daughters built on. their pa.:::-ents land and so the num'.)er of foo.ilies 

actually comorising the community may be reater cha.n the n'JI!lber of deeds. 

The 1928 u.s.G.3. map indiaates as many as a dozen structures in this 

vicini tj-, however, only six 19th Cent:.-<ry and 20th Cent'.lry building sites 

have been located a::..ong with the ,-;raveya.rd and they are i-ie::tii'ied on the 

'.:l.CC0:1,a.nyin,; . ·.ap and iesc.::'i bed below. 
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Mr. McKinley Johnson is B.round fifty-seven years old, and he lives on Bal.ls 

Graveyard Road where his fa~ily has lived for three generations. His family 

had friends who lived in the Jalls }raveyard Co;i 0ur.ity, and as a you".'lg .:an 

he dated one of the Jackson 1 girls who lived in site D. It is with his 

help that some sites have been found and identified. 
,..:._. 

A. Ac.:cording to GIYD 8/429, Lemuel Jackson, his wife ~·-ary :;:;. , and their 

two children took title of eleven acres on Se.te;nber 12, 1890. Bond's 

will indicates the Jacksons to be one of those to contract for land c~rior to 

1879. Hr. Johnson identifies this building as one of the Jackson homes. 

Theirs was one of the L:.r ,;er tracts sold by Bond. 

This is a log house of one stor:;,r. It is nearly seventeen feet square 

cor:sisting of or.e rooo. downst . .;.irs and a loft above. The roof is g:.;.bL:-end. 

The walls are constructed of squ.J.red logs, V-notched on the ends, a.'1.d 

laid with three inches to four inches spaces inbet·:1een filled L1 with 

fieldstone chinking. The interior was covered with hair ;la3ter, and the 

exterior has received different coverings including rou;~: clapbo<J.rds and 

asb2stos shingles. T.1e rafters are hewn; joists a.re split log. 

Doors exist in the centers of the nort~J., so..:.th, a..'1.d east walls while 

the west wall accommo'.icites the i:..1terior ..::lu.~c-~bm.ey ai1d stairs (Sout.1-

west corner). A large v1indow · (picture wi::1dow) has been cut into the fro:it 

(N) wall on the west side .of the door. The glass is missing. A 3/3 window 

is on the west side of the door in the south ws.ll. Small wir:..dows occu;:;y the 

gable ends on the seco~:d floor. 
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Superficial exa.m.ina.tion did ::..ot fL1.i signs of a he.:.rth, al thou6h the 

sill on the vrnst end in the "ficini ty of the flu. chimney is not continuous 

but lapped. 

·) 

j 

.,. 
\ 
l 

B. A modern fra:ne structure locdted around five feet from the south side of 

Building A. It is a single room x It is unclear 

at this time if structure·was intended as a dependency to 5u~lding A or if 

" it was a seperate living quarters. 

c. Accordin; to ~.-r. Johnson, ti1is house was the last in the area to be 

vacated. ¥.irs. Henry Saunders, whose maiden name was Jackson, was in her 

ei,hties when she died. 

I 
! 

-+ 
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Before the .• she had lived here alone for so:ne ye: rs qai te isolated, bcin,, the 

last inhabitant of the Balls Graveyard Community. 

The house would ap:_:ear to d,te iron the twenties, although it is difficult 

to pin down. It is a frame building mF-de of :1odern materials. The main 

portion is thr.;e bays wide, t·;:o dee_::, a.."'ld is a single stor~.- high. It 

measures twenty-one feet by seventeen feet with snaller additions on the 

east side (kitchen) and south end. 

D. According to l:.ir. Johnson, this was the "ma.in" Jackson hJuse, the one 
J..[ tr1vL {, 

in which~ Jackson lived. t!r. Johnson attended many parties in this 
~ of 

house during the 19_;0 1 s. Lerrrutll~ Jackson was contemporarles ~ ~1r. Joh."1.son' s 
\J I 

grandfather, Benson Johnson another prominent land owner on Balls Graveyard 

J.oad. 
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GWD 8/429 indicates that Mary E. Jackson a."1.d Lemuel jackson took title 

to eleven acres west of Thomas Thomas in September of 1890. The 1879 will 

of James A. Bond, however, lists "Samuel J ackson 11 as one of those who was 

in the process of pa;·ing off on small tracts of la.rid. 11 Sa.Pluel" and "Lemuel" 

appear to be one in the same man as the name is written differentl~: in other 

deeds listing Jackson as an adjoining owner. 

If the Jacksons built on their land any time soon after they be,;an paying 

for it, then the log portion of the house co~ld be reasonably dated at 

around ~he Late 1870 1 s. 

This structure appe~rs to hwe evolved into three sections with the 

log portion on the south end ,resumabl. being the oldest. All three sections 

are in ru.ins. 

Section one appears to be one and a half stories constructed of V-

no;,ched logs with :fieldstone chinkine;. Hair plaster finis:--'ed the walls 

inside mid clapboards appear to have been nailed on the outside. On the 

east side, the log wrdls have been exposed revealing the fact that there 

are three logs between the rafters o:f the first floor ceiling and the eaves 

of the gable-end roof. This would constitute a second set of "plates" 

for the half-story. 

The plan provided for one room (15 1 x 16 1 ) downstairs and a loft above. 

Ther~ were opposite doors in the middle of the east and west sides and 3/3 

windows on either side of the west door. There were no windows on the east 

side; there was a 6/6 window in the middle of the south w 11. Stairs 

occupied the southwest corner. An interior flu chimney occupied the ce~ter 

of the north wall. Initial ex~ation shows no signs of a hearth. 
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Although it has sL'1ce pulled aw<y, Section #2 w~s built v1ith its south 

w:;ll butting the north wall of Section #1. The west walls of the two sections, 

however, are not flush. This is an intereeting~arrangement considering 

that there is no L.terior access between the two sections. 

Section ,/:2 measures ~ 12 1/2,t, by 14 1/21 and is a full two stories 

in height. The plan is sim~lar to #1 insofar as there is one room up and 

one room down. ·rhere are o_;iposi te doors on the east and west sides and 

small 4/4 windows on either side of the west door. Stairs fi.:..l the north­

east corner. 

Section #2 is a frame building constructed of modern materials. Both 

cut and wire nails are in section #2. Tl1e interior contained to~1.gue-and­

groove pa:1eling. It was heated by space heaters; an e.:~terior :flu!chimney 

has collaps;d on the north end. 

Section ;/::3 is a one story addition on the east side o:f Section 12 

and appears to have contained the kitchen. It may, in fact, have been 

built onto #2 at the same time of its construction. 
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E. Mr. Johnson remembers Thomas Thomas, lmown locally as "Thom Thom", 

and identified the remains of his house. Mr. Johnson visited there as 

a boy and remembers large dinners consisting of foods prepared on the farm. 

He also remembers the spring behind the ho...ise which was famous for its cold 
11 

water, and how he once fetched a·cup for 110ld Thom Thom." :tThomas Thomas is 

listed as a buyer of a small parcel in the 1879 will of James A. Bond. 

JS1/51 shows Thomas Thomas t;:Jcing possession in June 1887. Bilnd sold Thomas 

ten acres "situated near the main branch of St. Leonarda Creek, Calvert, 

bounded on the east by land sold to Catherine Quill, on the south by William 

Rawlings' lot, on the west by a lot sold to Lemuel Jackson, and on the north 

by land once belongin5 to the estate of Mr. John l arran." 

The Thomas house has collapsed leaving only part of the north and west 

walls standing. It is the northwest corner of the house. 

That portion suggests a two story structure made of a balloon frame 

constructed with circular sawn wood and wire nails. Clapboards covered 

the 8%terior , 3/4" toD.gue-and-groove vertical _:Janeling finished ti1e interior. 

These mate:cials do not su;;gest an 1870' s structure, however, they may 

be the reraains of an addition or a replace:::nent stL·ucture. Inves-.;igation is 

is incomplete as of this writing. 

Ont aidi tional reference, Thomas Thomas is a sad one i;rovided by a tax 

sale in 1943. The foLowing appeared in the Calve.2t Gazette in December a:f 

that year. 



oider Of Public&timi 
In the Matter of tis. rax Sale of Land 

aaHUeoi in the name of Thomas 
Thor:D&lo by Eamtiel C. Cox,Treuurer. 

ID th• Circwit Court forCalnrtCounty. : 
Petitions No. 976. . · 

The object of these proceedinga is lo • 
procare the ratificatio:r. ud co1dirma ' 
tion of a tax sale made on the 2ht day ; 
of Deeem~r, 1943, by Samael C. Cox, ' 
Treasurer of Calvert co1u1ty a11d collec· 
tor State and co11nty taxes therein, of 
a certain tract or parcel or land situate 
in the Firat Election District of Calvert 
coDJlty, described as being all that tract 
of gronsd near Mutual, in Lalvert coua­
t1 lllU'Jland. colltaining 1-i acres, mere 
or leaa, adjeining the laud1 of Lamuel 

·Jackson H. Bri11eoe and others, asaesa-
ed in tile name of Tbomaa Thomas. l 

The said Treasurer having made a re- ii 
p•rt to thi1 Court of said sale together 
with all proceedings bad in relatioii: 
tlsereto, and the aame bavillc been ex-; 
amined by the Co11rt, and sa:ne appear· • 
inK regalar aud the provi1ionof the law: 
in relatitioll thereto having beec com·i 
plied with. ' 

lt is thereupon this 23rd 4ay of Au-' 
guat, 1945, by the Circ111it Court forCal­
vert coar>ty, adjudged, orde:re<i a•d ,.e· 
creed. that Htice be ~ven by the iMer­
tioD of this order in SOIH newspaper 
publi1hed in Calvert county. ouee in 
each of ac Iea1t four 1accusive weeks 
before tbe 2nd clay of October next. 
warning all per1ons interested in said . 
property, to be and appear ia this Court 
on or before tbe 18th day of October 
next, to show cause, if allJ' they have, 
why the sai4 sale sheuld not be ratified 
and confirmed. 

JOHN B. GRAY, Jit. 
. Jadge. 

ALAN W. ROSS. Clerk. 1 
True Cop7. Test: 

ALAN W. ROSS. Clerk. 
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F. Mr. Johnson identifies this site as Robert Toller1 s house. Approximately 

twenty yards west of the existing power lines, these are the ruins of a cabin 

made with hewn framing timbers covered insiQe and out with rough clapboards. 

A collapsed flu chimney suggests its means of heat. Aiding in that effort 

-::as wallpaper or insulation achieved by pasting newspapers all over the walls. 

This coverin,?; remains on the inside of the west wall (only the west a'1.d 

north walls remain standin,:;) where one can see papers dating from 1936. 

The building appears to have been a one star:; structure providing one 

room around 15 1 long and 10 1 deep. The presence of both cut and wire nails, 

the 1936 newspapers and circular sawn lumber .:iugge:::t a modern structure which 

mi£ht be pre-1925, but is more likely later. 
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Approximately fifteen yar•s south of the building ruins is a trash 

site in which Early 20th Century jars were found and fragments of hand nade 

pottery. 

G. One of the most significant sites in the Balls GraYeyard community, and 

perhaps the most difficult to identify is the .raveyard itsJlf. Older 

citizens of the general neighborhood described three differer.t locations for 

the graveyard, all ne,_-r the ;ower line corridor. Oral history claims that 

Balls Graveyard was identified by a single, Unmarked "large brown stone" 

marking what is presumably Balls grave. All sources agree about the stone, 

even if they do not agree on its loca"~ior.; however, no such stone has been 

located. 

Mr. Charles Skinner recalls that the graveyard was covered with a growth 

of "green stuff" such as "people us·::d to plant in graveyards," On the 

northeast corner of the intersection formed by the dirt lane leading to the 

main ro~d and the power line corridor there is a patch of myrtle in the 

center of which is a depression in the .:round su~g..;sting a grave. Mr. 

Johnson remembers this as the site and says that the stone has been removed. 

No one seems to know who Ball was or when he or she was buried. 
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