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All Saints' Church is located in the triangle formed by 
the intersections of Maryland Route 4, Maryland Route 2, 
and Lower Marlboro Road (Maryland Route 262), south· of 
Sunderland, Maryland. 

This Georgian structure is of Flemish bond brick with ran
dom glazed headers. It is three bays wide and four deep. 
All the walls are composed of a series of round-headed 
brick arches recessed to the ground level. In these panels 
are set the windows and doors on two stories. The windows 
are all six-over-six with segmental arches and old shutters • 
The water table is composed of a flat projecting brick, 
topped by a cyma.reversa mold, topped by a cyma recta. The 
church has a gently sloping "A" roof. 

The interior walls of the church are a series of square 
piers and recessed two-story round-headed arches into which 
the windows are set. The north and south walls have gal
leries, each supported on five square piers. The east and 
the west walls have round windows on the second story level. 
The box pews have simple paneling. The church presents a 
well-restored, pleasing appearance. 
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The history of the present (1972) All Saints' Church building 
is unusual because it is so well documented. Due to All 
Saints' being a "state church" the published volumes of the 
Archives of Mar}rland contain pertinent documented source ma
terial on the building. Special reference is given to the 
establishment ·of All Saints' Parish in 1692 and to the erec
tion of the present church building between 1774 and 1777. 
The original vestry books refer to additions made in 1703 to 
the first church structure (1695), which building is no longer 
extant. The Works Progress Administration (WPA) compiled the 
Inventory of the Church Archives of Maryland, which dates the 
construction of the extant building between 1774 and 1777. 
It also name' Cleland and Heathman as the builders. 

This extant building, the second on this site, was built with ~ 
county taxes while Thomas Claggett (1743-1816) was the Rector. 
He later became the first Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
faith to be consecrated in America. 

Calvert County taxes, authorized by the government of Mary
land, paid for the present All Saints' Church building. In 
1774, when construction began, the Church of England was the 
official government-supported church in Maryland. Since the 
establishment of the official church in 1692, the creation 
and establishment of parishes, the erection of church build
ings, the purchase of church property, the format of church 
worship and other ecclesiastical concerns fell under the con
trol of the Maryland Assembly and the Governor. The Bishop 
of London also exercised control over the Maryland church. 
He appointed the first minister to 1 All Saints' Church, Thomas 
Cockshutt (or Cockshute) , who receiveo fr0m the Colonial gov
ernment a twenty pound (~20) bounty'for accepting the Calvert 
County post. That eighteenth century vestrymen were viewed 
as civil officials is indica~ed by the fact that the justices 
of Calvert County appointed the first All Saints' Church 
vestry in 1692. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

XGooD 
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CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

..AJNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

-.!oRIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

All Saints' Church is located in the triangle formed by the i.nteraections 
of Maryland Route 4, Maryland Route 2, and L01f8r Marl~ro_Roa.d {Maryland 
Route 262), south of Sunderland, Maryland. 

This Georgian structure is of Flemish llond brick with ra.ndoa glazed 
headers. It is three bays wide and four deep. All the walla are 
coapoaed of a series of round-headed brick arches recesHd to the 
ground level. In these panels are set tbe windows and doors on two 
stories. Tbe windows are all aix-owr-six with segmental arcbea a.nd old 
abuttera. The water table ia coapoaed of a flat projecting brick, 
topped by a cyaa reveraa aold, topped by a cyaa recta. The church has 
a gently sloping "A" roof. 

Tbe 1.oterior walls of the cburcb are a aeries of square pier and :recessed 
two-story round-beaded arches into which the wi.ndon are set. The north 
and south walls have galleries, each supported on five square piers. The 
east and the veat -.lla have round winclova on tbe second story lenl. 
The box pews haft aillple paneling. Tbe church preaenta a wll-restored, 
pleasing appear&nce. -"""'\ 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY) 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1 ?74-1777 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tbe history of the present (1972) All Saints' Church blildi.ng is unuaual 
because it ia so well docUMnted.. Due- to All Saints' being a "State 
church" the published volumes of the Arcbiws of Mapland con\a.111 pertin
ent docUMnted source •terial on the wilding. Special reference 1a 
ghen to the eat.abliatment of All Sainte' Pariah in 1692 and to the 
erection of the preH.nt church wilding between 1 774 and 1 777. The 
original watry books refer to additiana aa.de in 170) to tbe firat church 
(1695), wbicb wilding is no longer exta11t.,Tbe Words Progress Adainistra
tioa (VPA) coapiled tbe Inwntory of tbe Cburcb Arcbina of Maryla.nd, 

,,,-- which dates the construction of tbe extant 'Wildi.ng between 1774 and 177?. 
It also naaea Cleland and Heathaa.n as 'blllders. 

Thia ext.ant Building, the second on this site, waa built with county 
taxes while Tbaas Claggett (174)-1816) was tbe Rector. He later beca.M 
the fi;t"at Bishop of the Protestant Epiacopal faith to be C01188C%!&ted. ia 
.A.aertca. 

Calvert County taxes, authorized bJ tbe gonrrment of Maryland., paid for 
the present All Saints' Church building. Io 1774, when construction 
began, the Church of l.ngland was the official gowrnmnt-supported church 
in Maryland. Since the eatablishaent of the official church in 1692, 
the creatio.n &nd eatabliabaent of parishes, the erection of church build
ings, the purchase of church property, the format of church worship and 
other ecclesiastical concer.na fell under the control of the Maryland 
Assaably and tbe Governor. The Biabop of Lo.ndon also excercised control 
over the Maryland church. He appointed tbe first ain1ster to All Saints• 
Church, ThGlla8 Cocks hut t (or Cockshute) , who received fr. the Colonial 
governaent a twenty po\m4 ~O) bounty for accepting the Calvert County 
post. That eighteenth century vestryae.11 were viewed as civil officials, 
is indicated by the fact that the juatices of Calwrt County appointed 
the first All Saints' Church Y.stry in 1692. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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1974 Supplement. 
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1 
;.; AU Saiats ia GAC Gf &he original Parilhe! of Ma11land. TI.; Ad tidc.t ..._-fer tM Sen·iee of Almi,;hty :c· ' .. -_ _(;ad Md lhr l'MablisbllM!IM .,( &IN! -l'flflftlalll Religion widain the Pnnitttt," ~ m the AHC!ltbly at 

! - - SI. ~ary-. in 169"1. provided that wuntit.-s be laid out into pu-ishes and that Qeh count,· sheriff collect a 

l _ ----·--~--- ... of .fU poumh of tobaa:u for nny taxable person, such tax to be usro to build and suppon Churches 
t -----~- ..... --- ---· --·· ur C~I~. 

r , ---- --· clvcn O>cmty. among the drlicsl counties (established in JG:H). ""as divided inio 6 hundreds, each 
!_ being a di\·ision of land comaining 1110 familil"i. Jn lfi!J3 il "'lls laid out into 4 parishes: Christ Church, 

.\II Saini\, SI. hnl's and .\II Faiths. the Jailer two being across the raauxcnt River. .\II Saints Parish in· 
duded all the land north o! Huming Creek. 

( 

...... ~-~- ~ 
';... '--.'.!...."- -~-·~:.~~~:_ ,- -·_ 

. " -:;_- ·,_ --- .' .. 

-

The first \'cstr}' of .\II Saints "·as elected in Februar~ 1693 and the firs! building. a log structure. was 
en.-ck<J bctwl"cn 16!13 ant.I lti!l-4. ;u~ tlOf'thnst of the pll."'ICl'lt churdt. ·1 he site ,.-a~ an an._. of land donated 
~· Thoma' Kemp from the propcrty known a' hKcmj); ~re," and i~ d~bcd a• "on ihc cross-road vf 
Sc\·cm Rid~ path and the mad kading to C:oxtown."' In li0'.1 1hc church was enlar)!..-d b" the addition of 
l:i feet ant.I cominucd in use, with frc11ucnt repairs. for iO ~cars. 

In Iii-I the present church was slal'll"d undt•r the 1ectorship of the Ren·n·ml Thuma- J .. lm C:lagc.·tl. !:11er 
the lir•t l\i<hop l"\Cr cono;ccr;11cd on .-\mcriran 'nil. .-\'.1 ol.t docmncnl dated \(a,- '.?. r;·;;, adtln·s,t-d to the 
Sheriff of C:.Jhcn Connt\·. dinxtl'd him 10 p:t\· the con:r;1ctoi- '"the mom·' aml toh..tte•• ,,-11id1 wa• k\-it•d at 
last Xm·cmbcr Court." since they had sati.Jotclor!ly u•m1•letoo the chun:h. The at<1ul J111omtt i< ncm ht·f•· 
s!att'(I. 

All S:iints is sixty feet long. fifty feet wide and t""' •torie5 high. lts brick wall• :1'. c :i line example of 
round-arch paneling. co,·croo with traditional in-. rhc windows arc the ori~inal ,:, Jr ~·:•·• anti thl' old 
paneled galleries rem am tHI the sides. _Outsule hu~c '.anaclian hemiod.;., 'had..- l ,._. • 1!:? .. , : ··nn .. --,-,.., to : !:l' 
"'ain aisles 1!:Ja1 lc..1J 10 the p .. n.cloo pews. The old pew Joors remair •. 

Some of the old record• have' becn.tlestrmcd I"· fin:. but tho-;c remaining pro' idt a f.,., :11.Hi11~ pinun: of 
the early church of '.\Ian land. They rc,·eal rnan~ of the business affairs for \d1irh :!J,· \ 1..,.tr~ llll"n Wl.'l'c 
largely re~ponsiblc. They had to collect the tax in their re.,pcnhc district< or pa" :t thcmsch1."i, and 
they were fined 50 pounds of toj)arco for mis•ing a \'estry meeting. They sold the P""' J• proper!~. L11h 
rectors. sent from England by Lord Baltimore. were rc-pon•iblc 10 the \'cstrymcn for their credentials. .-\II 
church repairs necessary were determint"cl by them, the "·ork \\·as inspected ancl paid for unh· if they deemed 
it satisfactorily done. In some instances it is reportl-d they refused to pay. .-\nnuaJJ\· !hey reported their 
proceedings 10 the Colonial Governor. 

lo most in~tances the currency was .tobacco, the "40 per poll"' supporting the church. The rector was 
paid in tobacco. the 5CXton recci\•ed 900 pounds per annum, the clerk 500. Other entrie-;. such as one in 
1704, "To Mr. Dallam, 500 pounds for a journev to Annapolis. if necessary to sre the GoH~rnor," and. in 
li08, "!\fr. Seager 30 J><>Unds for pulling up a hitching post."' Tobacco was the money of early '.\kryland 
and is today Southern MaT}·land's money crop. 

Constant elfort was made to improve the Church and )·ard. \\"e read such items as an order for "'an 
iron dipper, chain and lock for the spring;• and '"an upping block" in li25. presumabh· to assist ladies into 
their carriages. There were frequent orders to England, such as one in li34 for ··1 purple \'elve1 cushion 
with gold fringe. I large prayer book, I new surplice for a man of middle stature, and I decent stone font.'" 
The work of the church was very important in e\·ery freeman's life. 

Should not ail Marylanders be proud of !his p;,rt of iheir heritage and put forth their utmost efforts lo 
maintain it? 

• 
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to the south side of a syca~ore ~ree th~nce South 63° West 3 and 6/100 

perches to a post on the south edge or si·ie of a large Chestnut tree 

thence South 79° 5o'East 26 and 32/100 perches to a stone thence con 

tinue with said Chaneys land aml lVith a straight line to the place 

of beginning Containing 66 and 1/2 acres of land more or less 

Surveyed March 1921 

John Shepherd 
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D~SGRIPTIOX OF A SL'TI';"CY OF ·m:: LANDS OF--e so:-:nrs s:JITH. 

Description of a survey of the la. ds of J.:.:orris Srnitll said. lands 

being a part of' the lands of which the late David Smith of' Calvert 

/ 

r 
t 

' County died seized and posses~ed situate lying and being near .Junkirk !J 

~ 
~ 

in the 3d.District of' 6alvert Cuunty Maryland. 

Beginning f'or the survey or said land at a peg in the County road 

leading f'ror:1 Ferry Lanling to Dunkirk and opposite the dividing line 

between these lamls and ti1e lar.J.s or John Qltauey a1~d rtm with ~riirf 

County road North 79"' 3d East 17 and 6/10 perches thence r;orth 86° 30' 

East 16 and 2/10 perches thence North 52° East 117 and 1/4 perches 

to a peg in said road thence leave said road and run with the lands 

of' F.o.Smith North 8° 30' Zast 28 and 4/10 perches to a post thence 

North 13° 25'weat 4 and 32/100 perches to a dead chestnut tree a 

road thence with the same South 2• 3o'East 13 and 4/lu perches to a 

peg in the road leading to the dwelling of' the late David Smith 

·-<t 

I 
J 
~ 

It. 



CT-15" 

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH 

All Saints' Church, serving the upper County, was established in 1692 
or · 'd donated by Thomas Hilleary, carved out of a tract called Kemp's . 
Dt..~...(e. The present church is the result of several rebuildings, notably 
those of 1774 and 1857. 

196 
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