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Frank Gray's House 

A roughly constructed frame house which demonstrates that sophistication 
and change in building materials and methods is a gradual process. This 
clapboard house has what may be properly called a balloon frame, however, 
it is constructed of hewn timbers that suggest an earlier means of framing. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

?rank Gray's Haus .. 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Walnut Cove -.I1riye and N'.iaryland Route 765 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

St. Leone.rd -X VICINITY OF Wa] npt Cove 
STATE 

Maryland 

llCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~BUILDING(S) 
_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

~PRIVATE ~NOCCUPIED 
_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Calvert 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRAN SPORT A Tl ON 

~OTHER 

STATE ' Zl.p code 

Liber #: 147/11 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

XDETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

LUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

U-\5\ 

CHECK ONE 

.X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE: ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Oral .:.s·.ory Dlld J:,iber Polio si10w th:..:.t tx'_J as ?rank 3-ro.y's house. 
The r;:iain rea::;o:1 fer includin__; t(1e buildin ~ ir. the su:::·vey is to help co::i lete 
the sense of co:inun:;_ ty, v1:.ich the s2veral :uildin_:s connected with the _i_,eonard 
Lay ?arm creats, but o.lso for its ability to document a transitional period in 
Calvert '.::o~m ty i~rchi tectu_:_.e. 

It can lie seen in the :c:cco:, anyint:; pi1oto;:_;raphs that this is a two-st__;ry 
frame house three bays nide, two bays deep, cle.pboarded and h~'.ving a _;able-end 
roof. It is the fr:li.'Ile wnich is of the m st interest. The urban Unites States 
be:·:an expe.-iencin_:; the balloon :'..'rame in the Lid liineteenth Ce .tury, but it 
does not a~)- ear __ n its true fore in :__;alvert County, as a ~Jo_~ular -__ ode of building 
until the late :Jineteenth Century. Exactly when heavy "post-and-be m" fr8llles 
when they :_;2,ve \-:ay to lib~1ter ~:·ost-ar1d-bea.ms and balloon fr~es is not 
definite. ·.::ne, as yet unstu·iied, history ::if r:1i:Lled lumber in this :-.. Tee.< is no 
doubt 8- relev:.m ~ fac-'cor. _-,_ su. __ :estio:'l of v1lmt ;:ia~' have transpired is provided 
oy the i'ra:ue of ti1is house which is a relatively __ i,;ht bo.lloon L·:::rae, but 

nllich is, nevertl:eles ;7 m.3.de of i1evm -;ieces )roc,,:___,sed 8y i12n.~ in ~he tr:·_di tion8-l 
manner. On the corners, there 2.re 8.11.gle-oraces 2 cinin__; upri,~;hts to a sill. 
_,';_nd ;ret, these me~-:be:::s are only 3" - 4 11 in tiJ.ic~:ness, znd t:'te2r a~:·e m;_j_led 
to;_::;etb.er -.-;i t~·:wut _-,o::.'tise-and-~:enons havinc been cut. 

Suci1 s_ net:.1od demonstrates ~1t once ti::e '.;.esire i'or li_)1te:::' :::ra-:ies -.-.-:-:ic!1 
becones evL:ent in the late :Tineteenth Ge:r.tury -,;ll:_s the use of tradi tionc.l 
D.em1 tir.:be:::-s found ir:;. the County's oldest frarrre structures. 

"~ tecimologically 11 advanced 11 a:__:e is cor:iin~:; to 02.lvert County, which will 
mm'vel a.t tne naivite o:;: sucb constr-v.cti::)l:. It :::e:;i:ce:;en-;;s that period just 
pastecl in w~1ich ·::e relied prim;_;_rily on the na~ural resources of our i:-l.":ledi:::te 
environment for our 'buildii: r_' .t2rials. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

- 1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

~ 700-1 799 

~800-1899 
~1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

X-AGRICULTURF; 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

CJ- \S l 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_::,_ roucl1ly cons .,ru.c~ced i'~:.?.:~c house v;~:icl1. .J.er-:.·:..i:i:~tr _ ., -~s -...,11c.t so __ :i1istica-:,.,ion 
211d c~12.11,::;e :..n ou::.lG.i.r:,~: :.i:=:-~eric.ls s.nd :-:ietho ,s is ,___ T:J.dual _ rocess. 1:1is 
~lay"c-Joc.rd h:.:use h3.::o \.'r1c.~ r;-,ny ·0e p:..·u:;erl.y aalled a balloon :::ea.r:1e, hov:ever, 
it is constructed of her-n ti::ibe~s tl1~t su . ~=~st :~n er~.r=-if~r neav:s of :ra::iin~. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESSAR.Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Jayne L. :Jield II 
ORGANIZATION 

Historic Sites ;)urve--
STREET & NUMBER 

c/o i:'lan::in; Office 
CITY OR TOWN 

J::rince Frederick :.0 .~0678 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

"" a+.u 1(,- J] 
DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1101 
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