(Capsule)

Frank Gray's House

A roughly constructed frame house which demonstrates that sophistication
and change in building materials and methods is a gradual process. This
clapboard house has what may be properly called a balloon frame, however,
it is comstructed of hewn timbers that suggest an earlier means of framing.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT ZDETERIORATED X UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Oral ..isuory and Libver Polio snow thot tals as Ir ray's house,

ank &
The main reasoa fecr includin: tne buildin: in *he survey 1s To help com lete
the sense of commnity, wnich the several uildin s connected with the leonard
Lay rfarm create, bui clso for its abiiity to document a transitionszl period in
Calvert County Architecture.

It can Le seen in the cccouv:anying pnotographs that this is a two-story
frame nouse three bays wide, two bays deep, clapboarded and having a2 zable-end
roof. It is the frame wnich is of the m:st interest. The urban Unites States
beran expe.ilencin: the balloon Irame in the iiid Nineteenth Ce .tury, but it
does not ap_ear -n 1is true form in Calvert County, as a poiular -ode of building
until the late Ninetcenth Century. E=Exactly when heavy "post-and-be m" frames
when they save way to lightver nost-and-beams and balloon fraomes is not
definite. <The, as yet unstudied, history of milled lumber in this =rez is no
doubt 2 relevant factor. & su_cestion of what may have transpired is provided
by the Iframe of this house which is a relatively .iht valloon Irone, but

wiich is, nevertheles:, made of newvm vieces yprocezused by nond in che troditional
manner. On The corners, there zre angle-ovraces Jjcining uprishis to =2 sill,
And ret, these merbers are only 3" - 4" in tnicimess, and ther are nailed

tosetner without mortise-and-tenons having besn cut.

Such =& method demonstrates at once the zesire ior liater Zrames wilca
becones eviient in the late ilinetecenth Century nlus the use of traditionsl
newn tirbers found in the County's oldest frame siructures.

4 technologically '"edvanced" ace is coming to Calvert County, which will
marvel at the naivite of such construction. It redresents that veriod just
pasted in which we relied primorily on the natural resources of our izmedizte

environment for our duildin; materials.
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A roughly cons.ructed frame house waich demumsir .tos what sosnistication
and chenge in ovuildiny materiels snd nmetho.s is 2 radusl rocess. ILais
clapboard house has wnalt may ve prouneriy ealled a balloon Teame, however,
it is constructed of hewn timbers that su @5t on earlier means of Iraming.
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Jayne I, Nield II Wintee T6-77

ORGANIZATION DATE
ilistoric Sites Surve-

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
c¢/o Planuing Office

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frince Frederick, .0 .J05678

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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