
(Capsule) 

Log Cabin (Dare) 

The oldest portion of this house, which is now in ruins, was a 1i story 
log house. It possessed a plan of one up/one down and was heated by a single 
fireplace. The interior was finished with plaster and moldings, and the 
exterior was covered with feather-edged weatherboard. 

The scant rehl.ains of two outbuildin,~s have been recorded, and one of 
these ap:;iears to imve been a log structure. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

y'RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

GWD 12/299 records the sale of this property from Tom Parran to Nelson 
and Eviline Dare of Baltimore on September 4,1910. The Dares were blacks, 
and the property rema.ine:i in the possession of that family until c. 1956. 
During most of that tiae, the parcel contained approximately t1:1irty-six acres. 
It is not clear from whom Tom Farran obtained the property. Both he and his 
father bought and sold many properties. mm 6/328 suggests that l'arran owned 
this land in 1906 and TBT 5/17 SLOWS Farran buying two tracts in this neighbor­
hood totaling over 760 acres. 

The house which was here is in ruins. Like others in the sarne vicinity, 
this was a small log house enlarged b:: a frame addition. That addition has 
completely collapsed and is marked only by its sills and rubble all of which is 
covered by thick ivy. The roof has caved in on the log portion, out the 
walls still stand along with the stone chitmey which both buildings shared. 

This is a true, 1i story log house which had a gable end roof. The plan 
is one up/one down. A closed-in stairs in the northeast corner of the room 
provided access to the upper room. Doors vented the north and south facades, 
and there were window;;; in the north side and east end. A chimney 6' wide and 
2 1 deep occupied the west Cld and served a fireplace which has a 6 1 wide mantle 
and a 41 11 x 29" opening. The chimney is constructed corapletely of iron-stone. 

The logs are aquared and V-notched on the ends. They average 4" x 6" in 
thickness and are laid nearly flush with a thick mortar inbetween makint; 
chinking unnessary. The interior was finished with laths and hair plaster. 
The exterior received weatherboards. I.'iodern, red asbestos covers two t;n>es 
of earlier siding. On the west side are feather-ec.ged planks, 7" wide and 
3/4" in thickness, nailed to the logs with cut nails. On the south side are 
plain overlap clapboards attached with wire nails as well as random materials 
attached with cut nails. 

Cut nails were al.so observed in the hewn rafters of the colla~s8d roof 
which are lap joined. Both stories were sup;;ortea by log joists. 

(See plan for measurements.) 

Although it is in no way ornate, the mantle for the fireplace does seem 
large and it is not totally void of decoration. The mantle itself is six 
feet in length and is 58" off the floor. The rectangle immediately surrounding 
the brick opening is set off by plaL1 moldings 4i" and 2" in width. Plain 
baseboard moldings carrying the same colors as the in.antle appear to complete 
the room. 9" exist bet·::een the uppermost e:ige of brick and the bottom edge 
of the mantle. The visual transfer fro~ the mantle downwards is accomplished 
through a m~lding which acts as a second man~le of so~ts dLrninishing in size. 

Tne presence of this hearth makes this log house somewha--.; unusual among 
its neit::;hboi:s of like construction which usually have flues for apace heaters 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

~RIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

-}700-1799 

1'.'...1800-1899 

_1900-
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---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

LAGRICULTURF; 

LIRCHITECTURE 

---ART 

-COMMERCE 
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SPECIFIC OATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER !SPECIFY) 

The oldest portion of t~iis house, which is now in ruins, was a 1i- story 
log house. It possessed a plan of one up/one down and was heated by a single 
fireplace• The interior was finished with plaster and moldincs, and the · 
exterior was covered with feather-edged weatherboard. 

The scant remains of two outbuildin;s have been recorded, and one of 
these appears to have been a log structure. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Wayn:- l N~ ·'·! 11 
ORGANIZATION His~or; '. . . c;; 

.Broomes Islar:... . . . ;<.iuu 20615 

DATE 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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or fireplaces that are less grand. 

South of the house on either side of the dirt lane is evi:ience of destroyed 
outbuildings. On the west side of the lane, ap~)roxims.tely 25 yards south of the 
house, the remains of hewn timbers, wire nails, and riven clapboards were 
observed. On the oi:;her side of the dirt road, directly opposite the remains 
of a s:nall log structure, were noted along with fragments of farm equipnent. 
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