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A title search on t his proper ty supports the vlaim of oral history that 
the log portion of this structure w~s a black schoolhouse. JLB 116/221 
refers i;o this as t he "school lot" , AWR 31/::>90 indicates its use as a 
"colored school . 11 A.i\H 40/402 (Fcibruary 23 , 1939) records the sale of the 
property fro~ the Calve:t County School Board to Harry B. Truen:an and says 
that it had been "used by the party of the firsi; part us a Colored School. " 
No records seem to exist indicating from whom the propert y was a~c uired by 
the school board, which may be an indication that the school pre- dates the 
fire of 1882. ; 

The pr esent owner says that he has heA.r d that this was a white school 
pr ior to serving t he black COIIJilUili t y. In this respect , it is im1or tant 
to note that the schools thus far recorded in Calvert County which are 
documented as late Nineteenth Century structures are c..ll of frame construction. 
Port Republic ( 1893) and Cedar Hill Schoolhouse ( c . 1882) are examol.es. 
In resi dences at least , the use of logs as a buil.din6 material. is ~ometimes 
more o:f an econo!lic indication than a factor of age. It is lmown for 
exampl e that blacks were building with logs as late as 1909 (See J oseph 
Smith House ) . Whites built and occu ~i·d l og structures but do not appear to 
have done so much aft er the thir d qua ter of the Nineteenth Century. These 
observations are included only bec 1use t nis is a log structure which appears 
to be Late .1.'tineteenth Century and had a function which usually DW.de use of 
frar:ie construction. 

The particulars of this scnoolhouse are that it measures 18 t • x 2u1 

with 8 1 to the eaves on the north side (school was ori6inally built into the 
side of hill which has since been graded o:ff. ) The walls are made of lo s 
hewn square ap roximat ely 5" x 8 11 thick of w.icb there are eight to the eaves. 
They are laid 311 

- 411 apart and filled- in with .i.'lat iron- el.One pieces laid 
side- tqbide and fixed with mortar. The l ogs are V- notched on the ends and 
form square corners. The exterior is fini shed with board- and- battens. The 
boards are lmotted and measure 8 11 x 11 11 x J11 • The battens are 211 wide and 
1" thick . 

The roof is A- frame with gables on each end. The gables ar covered 
with clapboards, and the eaves are boxed- in. The e,offlt of the eaves i s 
9" deep and aopear s to be pit-sawn; it contains white wash and cut-nails. (a s 
do the boards and battens of the south wall. ) The rafi;ers are hewn 3 11 square. 
They are not ched so as to rest upon the hewn pl ates. The uprie.:hts of tile 
gables are of the same size as the rafters and are toe- nailed into tne ;)l ates. 
Roughly hewn are notched to accommodate the r afters . They are 3 11 

wide and 111 thick and are placed at ?" intervals. The floor joists are hewn 
and run north to south. 
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STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A one room schoolhouse constructed of V- notched loge. Most of the Late 
Nineteenth Century schoolhouses in the area arJ:,f fro.me construction. Thia 
school is thought to h:"1e been built prior to l d82 and it was last used as 
a schoolhouse in the 1930 1 s when it served the black community. 
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Log Schoolhouse 

A one room schoolhouse constructed of V- notched logs. Most of the La~e 
Nineteenth Century schoolhouses in the area are of frame construction. This 
school is thought to have been ouilt prior to 1882 and it was last used as 
a schoolhouse in the 19301 s ·.vhen it served the black co:a:::uni ty. 
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An interview with Miss Blanche Wilson (March a, 1977) supports JSlr.., . Taylor ' a 

claim that William Howe was the builder of the school. :diss Wilson was one of 

the later teachers there (c. 1926- 19.55) a.Tld William Howe Jr. whose children 

attended school there would stop by early each morning and build a fire for her. 

In her day there, Miss Wilson says the school was c .... lled the "St. Leonards 

Colored tichool11
, altl!ough she remembers it having been called "Bayside School" 

earlier . What is ~ore important is that she re~embers quite well that her 

boardndesignition was "School 7f5 , District 1" . 

Public Scno..,lhou;;$e . ccounts ( 1867- 1882) has an entry for 1866- 1867. 

"Dy log houi::e--> 100 
By one acre of land--~30 
By one furni ture--.1120" 

Miss \Vilson is not certain ii' the school had an entire acre to it , 

although she remembers that it had a large yard around it with woods enough 

behind so that 11 i t could have been an acre. " IUiss \Tilson owns two or three 

properties and has an understanding of what an acre is. She ct.l t.es that in 

the 1920 ' s the school did not share the corner of the intersection with any 

other building. 

Miss \'/ilscn ' s memories of the atmosJhere at the little log .Jchool in 

the 192 ' sis vivid. She remains in contact with her pupi_s a-id is lucid 

concerning physical details of the building as woll as in s..ich things as 

daily routine , salary, etc . 

She con.firms that there was a window in the gable over the entrance . 

Although the exterior had whitewashed weatherboards when foiss Wilson first 

arrived c . 1926 , the interior was not finished and the logs and chinking 
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were left exposed . Contrary to Mrs. Taylor ' s report (a student of Henry 

Johnson 1 s) lli's . Wilson only re:nembers one chimney and stove and s ~e only 

recalls having seen sash windows. .:ihe r ecalls a tin roof. The yard was 

not fenced in and it contained many stumps fro~ recently killed chestnut 

trees. With a donation of some boards from the Trueman Lumbe"" Company, 

the boys were able to make 11 see- saws11 designed to uproot the stw.ps . Thus 

the yard Has evcntuo.lly cleurcd. 

Miss '.'iilson is specific about the whitewashed exter ior because the 

task of freohening up the outside was part of an a"lnual event kn own as 

"clean- up day. 11 Usually held in the Fall at the be~inning of the year , this 

event was more enjoyable than it a1 Jears at first thought . The children 

would come to school, especially dressed for the task of cleaning up t he 

building both inside and out and r aking the yard. The fresh coat o:f white

wash was applied on that day . All ~·ms not drudgery, however, as t he oarents 

would provide a pic- nic supper com_lete with such goodies a s home baked 

pies and cak"° o. 

The daily routine at the school per haps was less excitin;; and provides 

a great contrast to the modern cl assrooM. The single room housed grades 

1- 7 at oace including as many as thir t y student s . Cl asses would begtn at 

9: 11..J a . ;;i. but as early as 8 : 30 . Miss Wilson ' s metl1od was to begin one 

grade working on a lesson and t nen the next and the next in Jrder that 

the other six grades would be busy while she worked wi th any one. She does 

.ot recall major d .. sci line problems and points out that the older students 

were relied upon o help the younger ones. 
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Lunch was no doubt looked f or.:ard to ond while students usually brough-v 

a lunch there were many times when rass Wilson cooked lunch 1'or everyone 

on top of the woodstove. She kept a. pot in the back of t le room for preparing 

soups and hot cereals. She says that it was not uncomr.ion for the kids to 

bring in some beans with them so that she could fix bean soup . 

Classen resumed at about 1: 00 p. m. and lasted until 3:30. Durine the 

day, students received instr-Jction in read'ne, eeo&raphy, penmanship , ond 

arithe::netic plus once a week there was "crafts . " Girls v1ouli learn how to 

sew and boys would often do woodwork. Since they t7ere the sons of carpenters 

(every man was a carpenter in those days , she said) Mrs. ttilson feels that 

she may have learned more fro:n 'them. She still bas on her table at home a 

napkin holder made in one of these sessions. The bright red object was 

cut in the shape of an apple with a hatchet and cmall sa\7. 

Recess \vao not absent from the aaily routine ~ and, weather permitting, 

took place out in the yard . ,fhat ever playground equipment they had , they 

ma.de themselves ( e . ... 1.he see- s _ws) except i'or a dodge- ball which Miss Hilson 

says was purchased. 

Miss Wilson is n 1923 graduate of Coppins citate College in Balt imore 

and says that she is decended from a line of cooks , preachers , and teachers. 

Her maternal brandmother , Cecilia Harrod, (born December 14 , 1849) and her 

great grandmother , Selina Golder , were house servants for the Parran family 

prior to Eoancipation. Miss 7ilson says that she loves to iron 11 fine things", 

and she did lenrn how to cook h<lt had aspirations for te c hjnrr . She was not 

the first 1n her family wO .ake that direction . ~iss Wilsoa ' s cousin, Lucy., 

was the first Negro teacher in Baltimore. 



r An interview with Mrs. .yrtle (Howe) Taylor 1roduced the followi:ig 

information concerning the log schoolhouse at St. Leonarus. 

M·s. Taylor is seventy- six years old, and she lives just north of 

St. Leonurds in the house which her father built in c . 1 ~05 . Her :father's 

name waa William H. Ho~e , Jr. Mrs. Taylor remembers her father telling 

her that his father William H. Ho~1e , Sr. built the scnool. The const:cuction 

of that school '7as made necessary by the burning of the Islar.d Creek Church 

(Brooks Church) where the Negroe children of tha t community used to attend 

classes . Her rather, Mrs. Taylor says , remembered the school being built . 

William H. HoHe, Jr . as born in 1864, and he died in 1946 (age eighty- two) . 

Lirs . Taylor ' s father did not attend the St. Leonards school (also called 

Bayside School) but she did. She has in her possession a badly damaged 

photograph in which she appears along with a do.:.en or so classmates standing 

in front of the school with the students and their teacher, r~ . Henry Johnson. 

Also identified in the photograph is Bertha (Boo~e ) Green , another interviewee 

for this report . 

In the va -ue photo ;raph , one can see the board- and- batten siding and 

that it wa.s painted .. ·hi te with "whitewash" as ti.rs. raylor recalls. .lhile 

looking at ~he photo raph, she also reme~bered that there were t wo woodstoves 

in the school with one being on either side of the single room. Each had 

its own chimney. Another architectural feature wnich sticks i n her memory 

are the sliding windows. She remembers windows whicn opened by sliding them 

horizontal ·• 

Uro. Taylor says that the log schoolhouse wao b..tilt by blacks for black 

c11i.ldren and that it always served only as a Negro school. 
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i.:uch of the buildings importance lies :hn this fa.c t , al-though its simple 

construction sho ld not iool one in to doubting its architectural significance . 

The irapo ·tance of 106 co.1s ruction in Eighteenth and Nineteent h Century 

vernacular architecture in America is well documented. Surveys have proven 

its proliferation in ->outhern Maryland and Calvert County in particular. 

Houses, barns, kitchens, corrnJuses, and t he like have been recorded in 

significant 3umbe s . ~pparently this was not the only log school b~ilding 

in this co1.mty. •\ccording to :Eublic Schoolhouse cco m i.s ( 1867- 1882) , tnere 

were loG scbools in all. three elec tiot .. districts in 1866- 67. The entri:es a.re 

not detailed in their inforoation. The f'il';t is typical of what a· ears in 

the ledger : 

"By log h use- - ..> 1 uo 
By 1 ~ere of land- - '30 
By 1 acre of furniture- - $20" 

For the yeJX 1866- 67 similar entries appeai· in all three dist ·icts: 

Five in E. D. #1 
Four in :::: . D. 2 
Two in E. D. #3 

Thus eventhough this information is scant, it can be concluded that money 

was spent by the achoolboard on " log houses " in all three dist ·icts. 
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