
CT-16 circa 1870 

VICTORIAN COTTAGE 

This small Victorian Gothic structure is only two bays 
in length and one story in height. Its most interesting 
feature is a f ishscale and diamond patterned shingled gable 
at the principle facade. 



r (Capsule) 

Victorian Cottage CLVT- 16 

A single- story dwellin.13 consisting of a single room witt. a kitchen 
wing. Tall windows dlld doors cmd a central gable decor1;1.tcd with 
wooden fishscale shin, les give the little house a defiilite Victorian 
character . The presence of the ODnate cent.ral gable on such a small , 
one-story iwelling makes tne building unq.ue among cross- gable hu1.1ses 
in this area. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A single- story dwelling consiuting of a single room with a kitcuen wing. 
Tall windows and doors and a central g ble decorated with wooden fish
scale shingles give the little house a definite Victorian character. 
The presence of the om, te central gable on such a small , one- story 
dwelling makes the building unique among cross- gable houses in this 
area. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inve ntory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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This building was recorded in 1967 end was considered a ruins then • 

. Al though the Halls are still standing, they are leaning badly and the roof 

is still on but has sagge~ greatly. The floor and ceiling have rotted 

through; and, of cour.;; · , the windows and doors are missing. 

CroJs-gable houses are comr:lon, ut single ~tory cross- gables are not . 

In fact , tnis house consists of a single room with o. kitchen \"ling in the 

rear wnich 6ives i~ an L- plan. There is evidence of a later addition on 

the north end which had no access to the main structure. 

The b~ilding is of balloon frame construction, the parts of ~nich were 

cut on ~ circular savt. ,'lire nails were used in the frame and to attach 

the plain clapboard siding. These clapboards average 5t" in width and 2
11 in 

thicloless. The roof is gable-end and ia c )nstructed of tar paper laid over 

rafter boards. 

The most notable feature of the entire building is the roof or at least 

it is the central gable which it contains. The inclusion of such a device 

is unusual enough in a single story building, but the designer did not stop 

there. Thi3 pediment has been filled with an ornate fishscale pattern of 

wooden shingles that raises this other,.;ise, humble d\7elling to so:ne degree 

of elegance. 

The interior was finished 7ri th 311 t on ue- a .d- groove paneling which was 

attached to the ceiling as well as the walls. On the walls , it ,·:us laid 

horizontally. The earliest coa. of paint in t he main room appears to be a 
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light blue. Later coats of wcite were also evident . A flue c imney ccu Jies 

the center of the w•:st wall of the main room. The north wall is windowless. 

The east wall is vented by the entr nee door oilld a window. There is a single 

window in the middle of the south .vall. These w~indows lend to the Victorian 

character of the building in that they are narrow but tall (28 11 x 47" openings. ) 

The dimensions of this house destroy any sense of ~endure . Containing 

its single room, the main block is 17 1 in width and 12 1 deep . i.o!xt ·r:hor measure

ment estimated 8 1 between the ground and the ~aves . The kitchen room measures 

91 x 8 1 • Both rooms shared the same flue . 

A door was observed l ying flat on the floor by the main entrance ,and was 

judged to be the "front" door . It was warped smd rot t en , but its immrual 

construc .. ion was visible. 5"-6" wide ooards had been mitered and nailed in 

a frame with a seam u~ the miadle to form a fishbone-like pattern. This 

door measured 3011 in width and 80" bigh. Two wire- nails were in each end 

of each board. The sha:ft, minus its handles , was the only remaining hardware. 



CT- lb 

Page 3 

The history of this property is , as yet , incompl ete. A member of the 

Scheckells family who has lived in the neighborhood his entire life (c . oO 

years) remembers a bl"lck family namt:d Jeffenson owning the house. He recalls 

that in the 1920 1s , there were about five members of the family. 

The County Land Records show, indeed , that this property was owned by 

the Jefferson ' s for many years after Fannie Jefferson ac~uired it in 1912. 

It remained in Jefferson ownership until 1965. b~tdty records show that 

Fannie Jefferson acquired the property in the settlement of her father ' s 

estate. His name was Julius Gantt , and he died in 1910 owning a farm of 

200 acres. As there was no will, the result was a case of "assignment of 

dower and petition" in which the prooerty was divided into eight lots of 

15- 24 acres each with one going to e4ch of his eight ehildren. His widow 

received a dower of 28 acres. Fannie Jefferson received Lot 1f6. 

The accom~anying plat does not indicate buildin6s and aoes not show the 

location of either the public r oad or the "road into Schedkells . " It does 

show that Lot . .f6 was the northwest corne" property adjoining Scheckells , and 

tha t the Dower Lot formed tne southea::;t corner. The legal description of 

the Jefferson prooerty claims t hat it betiins at the i ntersection of the above 

mentioned roads. The house OCCUl•i es the northwest corner of that intersection. 

Whether this house was on Lot tr-6 or not is not cle(.!.r . More research 

into c'Teffer·son owner ,nip is needed. It may be that tnis house was on the 

widow' s dower lot. 

The materials in the house suggeGt Early Twentieth Century or very Late 

Nineteenth Century construction, eventhouwh stylistic elements may seem 

ear ier. If the huuse uas on the Dower Lot , it may have been built bJ Julius 

Gantt , Fannie Jefferson ' s f ather. TBT 5/451 shows him taking possession on 



r 

CT- \b 

Page 4 

January 2 , 1899 . He purchased 200 acres frou1 John D. \rmiger. Ar.:niger 1 s 

f ather had purchased the tract in 1884 from Rebecca 14. Harris who had owned 

it since 1851 . 
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TITLE 

JLB 128/498 - 1971 
Gold:f elder--Tucker 
143+ acres including 15 acre tract 

JLB 75/59 - 1965 
James and Grace Je£ferson--Sheckells 
15 acres 

A.AH 30/419 - February 27 , 1912 
J . F. Parran ( trustee)- l!'annie Jefferson 
15 acres (part of 200 acres) 

~quity #473 - May 30, 1910 
Kyler et. al versus Gantt et al . 

AAH 35/297 
~ortgage with property description 

TBT 5/451 - January 12, 1899 
John D. Ar.i -er--Julius C. Gantt 
200 acres adjoining Sarah P. Barber (See plot) 

SS 6/242 - May 27 , 1884 
Rebecca K. tlarris--John S. Ar iger 
200 acres purchased from James 1i . Sangston-June 3, 1851 

CT-IC:, 
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Order of ?ublica.tion. I 

Eli;rnhl!lh Ga!ltt, Fsnnie .Tetfersun, \'~ 11.

1 

ham li. G~:l t. 
Vis. 

Victoria Kyler, Jo:;~nh G·1 itt, 'aiu. <;, 

Jrff<•t"l'on, S:unu..:I L. C. nt.t, L1;1.a i 
brth Chas<', ;\1 .. ttie Gantt, Jnhn I 

T. Downs, 1uf:iril. 

Iii U1c Circuit C',;urt jrJ1' 01l11:rt C:ou11, ,,.. 
In Equity, No. oll;f. 

. .. 
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T HE object of thi:: suit i.; to procur · 
n lkcrce for the;. -;,.i{,"l•nll'nt of d,,,,.. 

er and to partition amonl( the hl!ir ntJ :-~P.:r a:~ :·r : ; J.~.<H\•, fon ~'.'f1.R 
law o.:..:1·ti:in real cst:J~e s 0 

t11 c•l in C-ih-.... t 
cot::'lty, ~.rnrylantl. : 
'l'hcbillstatesth<\!JuliusG.Cant~.lat~ t.ht=: ~!-ll. ·1 P. :-·t, ~R7.n+i;P, , fi 

of Cal\"ert county, who <!i.:?<l about 1907, 
int<':itat..:, left a widow, Eli:::tbl'th Ga11tt, 
aml t;1e fullowitig- nam•·<l children: F:>!l· 
nic Je!ler::on, William H. Gantt, Victoria 
Kyler, .Joseph Gantt. Samuel L. Gnntt, 
Eliz:\ beth Chase, Mat tic Gantt and ,John 
T. Downs, infant son of Annie Dow'1!{, 

i.l ~ 

, deceased dnughte1-. 'l'hal John T. Dow11 • 

I ii; nn infant undei· the a~e of twenty-011t' ! 1 "11,h \t[~:· of .iu1111 
1 

1 ~ J. <) , 
yenrR. That the said Juliu:. G. Unnrt 
at lhc time of his death owned two hun-1 
drcd (200) :!Cres of land, more or lei. I ~·"'::r"t~.Ci.!'. 1 ) f~.i.J1!' . :1-1..:; ].4t.h , :i.~P.O . 

.,,, 

I in Calv.:rt county. Thut t~te :inid land b 1' 
susceptible of divisi~n nmon~ the parti<•s I /, ~ l 

I aforr!laid without luss or in;ury to .. , i,J , 1. / _ p- ? . '.' ,.' t,t/ 
pnl'tie•, but the «a1°l John 'I'. Down!> L. • 1 ~ l/' . , 
Inf! an infant un,:cr the a~c of twcnt.r
one years, the said heirs :1.re incnp:ibh: I 
oi rnnking pa1·tition of the real cstare 
among themselves. 

Jt i11 there•1po!1 ti1is 10th day of ;it;1y, 
1910, ord~t"CJ hy the Circuit Courl of 
Cnh·l!rt count) , in l~quily, th;tl. the plnin
titrs, by cauRing a copy or this order ti) 
lte in~l'l"lcd in !!<Hilt> ncw~papcr publii:h
ed in Calvert county, onct? in cnch "r fou" 
,,uco.:l'S~iv1: week:;, l1cf"urt' II,. 10lh •In .:> I 
Jum·, 1:110, givl! uoticc t" U11~ saitl \ 1c 
torin Kvll!r, .Joseph G;111lt, Samui•i J •• ,./ 
Gantt, ,\t:'lttie Gantl ::nd.Juhn'l'. Down~.

1 non ~l'l'itlcntR of lht· Sb:c, ur those claim· 
ing liy or tt1rourh tlu•n , or th" ubj co.: t 
:ind :;uh•tanc<: 1>f thi!! ll!ll, wnrnini; tl1C'ln 
lo :11111<.·~•r in this Cn111t, in pl·r~vn 01· hy 
<olidtur, 011 or before the :!Sth 1luv uf 
.Jurn•, l!llO, lo show c:iusc, .r an) 'th".•' 
ha\••·, why a di.!crcc o:;ght not t.o p:i11s11 :1 
prayed. 

GEO. W. DOWT~r.L, 
C'l<>l'k of the Circuit Court fo1· Cnl\ rrt 

co1111 IV, Mt!. 
'1'11ic copy. 1'c::it: 

l.;J.·~O. W. flfl,Vf,LI., Ck k. 
--.- • #••·- - -
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