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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to an interview with Mrs. Cassie Doud Duke, (Lia.rch 2 , 1977) the 
following informatio11 was gained. Mrs. Duke is eighty- seven years old ; she 
remembers her fnther building this house when she was about five years old. It 
was built to replace a house which burned that ye .r. Jhe s:...ys that the old house 
was the "spittin ' image 11 of the one at Delhi lo.ntation (CLVT- 38' ) , which was 
owned at that time by her father ' s relatives . 

l11rs. Duke ' s :father \':an named Benson Basil Duke Bond, and he was a member of 
the family which owned 11Dond C stle. 11 That build i.ng stood on an f\dj oining property, 
and Mias Cassie remembers playing in it E!S a child. 

According to his dau hter, r . Bond ' s house cau ,ht :fire on election ay in 
1895. There were many peopl~ traveling on the public road in front of the house 
on their way to vote. ./i th their help, nru.ch of the furniture was removed .from 
the hou e a~d placed in the cr.trriage house at the foot of the hill. The blrilding 
was a loss, 1owever, and he b an immediately to build a new ho·ne on the same site , 
a modem one with a new pl& . It took about six months..;' and in the meantime , the 
family stayed in a one roo ~ p/ one down log houue which used to sta."ld down the 
road a short distance in ,;:,1; . epnards . Althou ;h he had help and hi'!'ed carpenters, 
Miss Cassie remembers thr:~ ,e,.. fether -d much of the work includin"" dresSing the 
sills \r.i.th an adze . 

The house is a two-ntory wooderr fra!lle- and- clapboard structure that is laid 
cut in a T- plan . 'l'hus , the gable end roof has three enbles. A large 1dtchen with 
a bedroom above occupies the south wing (stem) and a hall , parlo1:s, and more bedrooms 
occupy the north wing (cross) . 1.rhe two sect·1.ons are joined by the hall which 
runs east to we.,t and wnich has a door nt each end . Perched high u_ on its hilltop 
site such a plan invitee cooling b~eezus in the summer. The hall also contains 
a hung stairs with a thin bannister and scrolled step- ends. 

The west f ace.de is perceived to be the front of the house , und it faces tbe 
public road. This facade is morked by n v .oo~ over the entrance which is sup ortcd 
by turned c lwnns decorated with acrollwcr<. The door has a transom and sidelight'S . 
This small po1·ch is pa tially enclosed oec 'Ul~ e of the south wall of the proj acting 
north wing. The west end of that wing is part of this main f'acade, and it contains 
a round orch windoTI in the able. 11 of the wi do>7s on tnis side of the b ilding· 
are 2/2 except for one on the fir t level of the south Wine. This is a large 6/6 
window And serves as the .itchen • 

. /hether or not this oddity bears uuy relationship to t e previous house is 
uncertain. ~here is a full o.ac ent underneath :the north section of tbe house . 
It has been ltered to accomfaodate mo em equipment , but it may be 7. survivor of 
the first building on the site . l~s . Duke says that the family sone~Lnes referred 
to this home as "Oak Hill 11 because of two lart;e oak trees \7hich st 1 llear the 
house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
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_1 400-1499 

_ 1500.1599 

-1600-1899 

_1700-1799 
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_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOliY· PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW 

-AGRICULTURE - ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ ENGINEERING .-MUSIC 

_COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-50CIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

This is an 18901 s buildinu which was built to replace a much older house 
that 'l s destroyed by :fil"e . ~1 tho,1 )1 by no me,ms lavish, the ta1 l.nef.ln of the 
structure and decorative ite s such as gingerbread porch sup o·ts creato an im
prsssion of elega"lce . 

The tobacco barn o 
years and is one of the 
used for flue- curring. 

the same ro erty pre- dates the house by at lea:::;t thirty 
few s ructures in the coum; r wnich is knmm to have been 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The plan consists of a tri-partite barn with a central passage . The 

building is vented by :four doors , one of which is lOl!rtted in the middle of 

ea.ch side . The3e doors have bt..len re.1oved on the west , south, and east aides 

where sheds make them unnecessary. Pivots reDB.in for the hinges , however, and 

sug~est 8 1 doors 41 11 in width. Doors have been observed in sinilar barns whose 

len~th equals the distance between the si1ls and plates . These barns, however, 

had distances of only 121 and 14 '. Such doors are as important for ventilation 

as access a fact suggested not only by their height but the coctinuous sills 

which block the passage of vehicles . 

The sheds measure 12 1 on the east anu west ends and 14 1 on the south side. 

The sheds apoear to differ in materials from the main block and fro~ each 

otber, althoush this fact in itself does not include the possibility of one 

or more sheds beine part of the original plan. The fact that fue barn was 

fUll of tobucco at the time of ex~nination made the gathering of ~urther 

evidence on this point impossible . At least one of the sheds may have been 

built to acco:mnodate a prize . The south shed houses an unusual vertical press 

which is made of hewc wood. Like the other additions , this shed h s no sills 

and is supported by trce- post.s 'far:;te.1ed into hewn plates via mo~tise-and-tenon 

with trunnels . Hough loc;s in some instuncee serve as rafter.', and it was 

observed on the east end that these are notched and nailed to the plate of 

the main block. 

Inspite of these ahe. a , ·uch of the original siding remains on the walls 

of t.c Dain bl~cA. fhus , they a.re nicely preserved. The siding consisis of 

randor.:1 width, vertical sidine which measured up to 1711 wide and 1" thick. 
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That the sidin wus retained tventhough sheds shut out the elements may 

be because of a wish to gain added control over damaging winter winds, but 

it may also bear a i·elation to the existence of a curring apparatus which is 

located in the main block. During the Late Nineteenth Century, ":fire currin5" 

was advocated by some , and this process actually required an air tight burn. 

Some information concerning this mode of CU"'ring is provided by an essay 

printed in tbe Reoort o~ the Commissioner of A~riou1ture ~or the Year 1867. 

Entitled "Culture and 1.Ianagement of Tobacco," the essay was authored by 

~/alter II . W. Bowie of Prince Georges County, Maryland . In it, he points out 

that a good tobacco house should have many doors and windowo for venilation 

which cen affect both composition and color of the tobacco and then s~ys, 

"But e better plan for such as can e.:f.'ford it , and all can wno 
grow large crops , is to have the house ierfectly tight when the 
doors are closed, and to h9D.g the tobacco plants r.ther further ups.rt , 
and cure it with r.ressrs . Bibb & Comoany 1 s patent tobacco "firing and 
curing apparatus. This apparatua is not costly, and will pay for 
itself by the increased value of ten hogoheads , or , in some cases, five 
hoe3h.ads. Ripe tobacco cured by it is admitted to be worth in the 
market twice <JS much as ii' air- cu.red . It is highly r C'"' .er.ded by 
all who have .lsed it. It saves the expense of large barns by 
effectually curing the tobacco in a few days, when it c .n be taken 
down anu removed to conve~1ient sheds or pushed to the outer sides 
of the house , and stm7ed as close as possible ni thout danger , for 
it is thoro gbly ~ried tab. cco can be brought into the pro~er suate 
for shipping and preparing for market at any tirne , by means of tr;e 
warm vapor it produces when arranged for the purpose. /my person 
of ordin-...ry intelligence can manage it. So safe is .. it from danger of 
fire that many C1'treful planters use it without .fear in houses 
surrounded by wheat and haystacks. " 

The "curring a"paratus" in this b:ll'n is , in fact , a Bibb. The identification 

plate above the fire-dcor reads: 

"Patened June 25 , 1861 
Bibb a'ld Com!Jany 
Baltimore , J.':aryland. 11 
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It is made of cast iron and is a half- cylinder measuring 33" in width, 

601
' in length, mid " in height. It is bolted together in tnree sections . 

A fire- door vents the front end of the tank, and 711 diameter pipes vent 

both sides and the opposite end. 

\'(alter VI . 'II . Bo{.'ie 1 s '.rticle points out that this type of curring 

requires th'lt the tobacco house be perfectly tight. This f.ct may help 

to explain why the thick and closely placed sidint; still remains o:: those 

walls protected by shed additions. It .may explain as well why the doors 

appeur to have been reduced in size. 

If these conclusions are accurate then a further conclusion may be 

drawn concerning the significance of this structure. In addition to 

being an example of L ~ortJ11t construction techniques and a visual document 

of a process integral to the development or tidewater culture this particul?.r 

barn appears to be a document of a phase of that particular process in which 

techological advancement was being sought. 

In an interview with Mrs. Cassie Bond Duke, she confirmed that this 

barn was already standing in 1895 when the main house was built to replace 

an older home that was destroyed by firu. Mrs. Duke was born on this 

property in 1890, and she remembers the curring apparatus as always being 

in this b.irn ; although she never recalls it having been used. 
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Barn: rhe structure is located approximately 100 yards east of the house 

being directly behind it . 

This tobacco house ponsesoes :>everal architiecturally significant features 

which have been noted in other structures of the stm1e use . A:nong these w·e 

its ten- r oo:n plan, hewa post- and- beam f r ame , open faced dovetail joints, forged 

loop-end strap hinges, and a pri~e shed m1ich co1tains a vertical press made of 

hewn lumber. 

Being of ten rooms , the main block of the buildine measures 40 1 in lenetn 

and a sornewhat unusual 21 1 i n width. There are four , full 3., 1 tiers resulting 

in a distance of 162
1 bet\reen the bottom of the sills und the flat false plates. 

An additional 1 1 - 12
1 is gained by the fact that the sills rest on fieldstone 

piers. 

The frame is post- and- beam with a mixture of !1ewn and pit- sawn members . 

The sills are hevm, measut:e 1 1 x 8" in thickness and like the plates are 

continuous . The angle- braces are placed a a.inst the uprignta at 45° angles and 

are fastened to the , and the sills , vin open faced dovetail joints and f:Lted 

with a trunnel and three cut nails per joint . 
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