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AXLEY FARM 
Parker Creek 
Private 

late 19th century 

This farm comprises an 18' x 16' log cabin 
and a 16' square log·-cabin-turned-barn. 
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Hance Farm 

Among the many struc"'uures on t~-iis far~:: tY10 2re of partic-:..i.lar interest, 

and they are the ca.bin and Barn )1. Both are of log constructior: a."'ld a.:o;es.r 

to be Of t >e c-.-,··ae ·i·y1+a··e (!,~i·d ::-.. i·ne+,<>e·n+;., ::entur;,),. 
"· UL~ ' "·U 0 -- - v~ uL.L - .! 

The cabin is a "'urue, 1 ? stor;y lo_; structu:'e co::isisting of one room up/ 

one dow1-:. plus a kitchen addi ~ion o~J. t!1e rear (Sot;.t~:). ~xterior :leasure:nents 

~1roducei a ·,·rii~i'- of 18'3" a."1d a depth of 16-_' for the log portion Emd 1C 1 

for the addition. The 'i:alls are :nude of rour:c'_ . ine loc;s sad.ile r.otci1ed on the 

ends. They have been lat~1-and-9lirntered insLle and clapboarded ou 0side. i'Jo 

chinkin.::; \·ns oos"rved; eve::-it:C1Gut:h the logs are laid v;i th 6" s}acing in between. 

Little 611 "studs" are randoo:::..y nailed (machin~ cut) upric;ht inbetween the 

lo;s :prescJJn:oly to :;irevent saggin;-_:;. The lo.~ :."alls rise 1 J2- feet a·..:·ove the 

floor of the t<.pper roor.J.. :?ram then to the 3.::iex of the gatlle, toe end walls 

are frc;med with rough hewn studs and clapboarded. i'he bot-'.;om lo;c;s ~"est on 

ho;av~r 511 x 8 11 thick sills w[1ich ere raised 1611 off of the ground by fieldstone 

and lo; .icrs. 'L'he floor of the lo·;:e::.0 r:Jo2 is s ;_p)ort2d o:' round lo; joists, 

and the floor of the u:;iper room is su~)_)Ortsd o~.c e.x_..osed _ e:m. joists. 

In the middle of ti1e west 'Nall, t~1e sill :::x e~"S al tcreG. an'.S. :.here 

re:c::ains the base for 2. 12.rge c[1imnity. On t~e interio:c-, the ::. .. n.tle a:;ipes.:rs to 

have been reloccct·.;d and a flue c~:imne:y n'.:iv: o::::cu i :es that spot. 

The ki tcher: addition is :en :feet deep a...'C.d runs the length of the south 

sicie. Its walls consist of wi:ie, £1orizontally laid boards c. ~t ched to corr:i.er 
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posts and covered on the exterior with clap boards. ::Ooth mac::iine c-...:_t and wire 

nails were observed in th·-'Se bo_:_rds. J,ike tD.e :'-ain section, tne l-::itc:C1e::-i hs..s 

round log joists s~<pporting the _i:'loor a.'1ci i ~s si::_ls are hewn, lap: ed, &1d 

pegged. 

A door vei1ts the south ·,1,rall of the ~i tc~:er: and contain.3 a strint_: la~ch • 

• Ioo~ien shelves, the .. ide ;_:ianelin,;, and ex_::- osed rrr_ ters ( covere:i with riodern 

panel) shape its interior. In -;;he main room, exsJOsed r;:,fters 2..'1.d :;;ls.stered 

walls are the effec-;;. A mantle occupies the ·Nest wall of the northwest 

corner. The mantle is of a simple desi;n cor.taininc panels for-r.:ed oy nailing 

beaded boards to the surface. ~xterior evidence su~gests that the fireplace 

was in the center of th2t wall, and it is possible that the deco:rs:'.;i ve ~:iece 

was moved, but not discarded in order acco~_:..r:iodate the :nore rr:odern, interior -
flue ci::i:..mey. 

;l.n enclosed stairs occu~;ies the so-c.thwest corner and leads to the room 

above. It, of cour3e, is s_;aped oy t.De slope of' the ;:;3.ble enc roof and 

1-~- 1 high \":alls. The logs are painted bu"'..; not :;ilastered and are C!Ui te 

vis_;_ ble. Modern ton::;ue-a.nd-groove pane lint: covers the cei:.Ling and v1alls, 

and it has deteriorated. Tirroug.:, a.r:. 09en sp2ce, hewn r:::.:::·ters C::J..ild be 

seen reinforced by short collars. 

'rhe cabin has an s-;';'1 front (North) porch, w!J.ich appears to cont'.lin a 

combination of old and nc;-; m:::.terials. 

Earn ;i1 

n.lso a lOG str:..icture, t~-::.is tob2..cco bac:n is so;,,ewi1c:ct rr:ore compL_c2.ted 

to analyze trmn its neig:-1oor. l3c..sicall.:-, it consL::"cs oi' a nearl:r sciu~rr:.: si!:gle 

log :~ n of 16 1 , wi-iich h2"s 11' sheds on all i'o"C.r Sl::i-_;S. I'he pen is in no way 
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ordinar:r, nowever, as it was observed that tile .:irst 6~-' of the vralls are made 

of squared lo::';S that are lap-joined at t::1e ccrner.3. They are of dii'ferent 

t£'.ickness ·.-:i tJ:1 tile t~·1ickest lo .s on the botto:::,. (8 11x 7") and thin.".lest on to;; 

(5 11 X 5"). From there up to the eaves, (12 1 between sills and plate-lot;) 

one sees round lo;;s w~"ich are V-notched on the corners. The build.in; has rounci 

sills o::i the sides wi:L.ch rest on 0q_uars end-si:'..ls. The srJ_u2red lo·:s D.ave 

evidence of whitewash on t::e interior, and the 3trance presence of a window in 

the west wall is 3a";gestive of a house and not a b2rn. Tnere e.::'.'e "fro::it" 

and "back" doo:::-s on the north and s.uth ends. In the e~'-st ;:all is an altered 

openi.nz n:oarly 5 1 wide which even leads one to think '.:'.oout a iirs,~lace. l'he 

plan, size, and materials are common to log ca:ins in this area and this feet 

su;;.;es-;;s ·.:a.at a house ,-;.:..s be~, or at le:rnt its r.laterials were used in 

building the bottom l'1alf of this barn. 

pegged into the plat-~~. An A-fra-:ie with two la:;i-joined collars per tru::;s is 

nailed onto flat ::fralse plates. There is no evidence, however, -chat tnis wc.s 

a sim~;le gable roof. :lather, it appears as if all four of the s~ceds are 

oric:Jial. The r:,£ters of the log 3tructure s~J.ovr no s~gns of i'laving cont::.:ined 

sr:.ingles or a~1:f other ki:-:d of roof req_iirL:.:; nails. The ra.:ters extendinE 

from the trusses into -;;he sast and west sheds appear O:::'i;;inc.l. Tie-beass 

identical in all four sned.s extend :'ro;n t _e r:ort!'l and so:;.th s.1eds into the 

east and west sheds far eno·..A.gh to ::lake them interde~)endent. :2he roof of 

this s-;;ructure was plar::.ne~ as "- ni ed roof ·.v"'... th gables. 
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The sheds are tree-post supported and have hff . .n .~lc;.tes wi -~h ~:cort.::::e

tenon-a.nd-trunnel joints. 

Tne northv1c:;st corner of the 'iies 0 s,·,ed co:n:;ains a large vertical )rize. 
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