UPPER BENNET €- .g>
POPLARS

EARLY EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Like Maidstone and His Lordship's Favor, Upper Bennet is
agsociated with the families Chew and Blsake.

Richard Bennet is said to have been a Puritan who came from
Virginia and acquired 1,150 acres along the Chesapeake Bay. The
first house he built ie supposed to have been C. 1658.

Samuel Chew, whose family built Maidetone, acquired Upper
Bennet in 1725 from Benjamin Brasher. He was also related to the
Blakes who owned neighboring Hie Lordship's Favor.

Architecturally, however, Upper Bennet is more related to
Parrott's Cage (CLVT-54), Graham House (CLVT-10), and Calvert's
Rest (STMA-19). Unfortunately, both the interior and exterior of
this house have been so extensively altered in both modern times
and in the last century that ite original appearance is all bui
obliterated. On the south end, however, Flemish bond brickwork
with glazed headers remains visible. The single and rather large
fireplace on this end leads one to imagine that originally Upper
Bennet had the appearance of an early Georgian house with two
rooms down and two up, with a steeply-pitched, gebled-end roof, and
enclosed chimneys on each end.

Early photographs show that the strange two-story, shed-roof
enclosure on the northwest end was present in the Nineteenth Century.
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It is curious to note the architectural features which the above mentioned
houses share with the Adam Thoroughgood House in Princess Amne County, Va.
Although it has exierior chimmeys and different fenestration, the general form
and the materials are alike. Furthermore, tradition holds that Richard Bennett as
well as were puritans who migrated to Maryland from
Virginia., The traditions of Puritan: architecture in Virginia are not irrelevant
to a discussion of Upper Bennett.
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Like Maidstone and His lLordships Favor, Upper Bemnett is associated with
the families Chew and Blake.

Richard Bennett is said to have been & puritan who came from Virginia and
acquired 1,150 acres along the Chesapeake Bayd The first house he built is
supposed to have been C. 1658,

Samuel Chew, whose family built Maidstone, acquired Upper Bennett in 1725
from Benjamin Brasher., He was also related to the Blakes who owned neighboring
—~ His Lordships Favor.

Architecturally, however, Upper Bennett is more related to the Parrotis
Cage, (CLVT-54), Graham House (CLVT=10) or Calvert's Rest (STMA-19).
Unfortunately Both the interior and exterior of this house have been so extensively
altered in both modern times and in +the last century that its original appearance
is all but obliteratei. On the south end, however, Flemish bond brickwork with
glazed headers remains visible. The single amnd rather large fireplace on this
end leads one to imagine that originally Upper Bennett had the appearance of an
early Georgian house with two rooms down and two up, with a steeply pitched,
gabled=-end roof, and enclosed chimeys on eazch end.

Early photographs show that the strange, two-story shed roof enclosure on
the northwest end was present in the 19th Century,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Historic and graceful Upper Bennett, home of the Baggetts,
reflects over 300 years of living. and like Maryland itself, has
weathered successive tribulations but emerged into its present
era of gracious living through hard work and quiet pride.

Richard Bennett first acquired the land, 1.150 acres at the time,
after leaving Virginia because of popular oppuosition to his strong
Puritan views. Member of a wealthy English merchant family, he
and several associates were granted “all that land lying on the
west side of the Chesapeake Bay from the Patuxent River to
Palmer’s Island.”

The first home was built in 1638, sold thereafter by Bennett
to Benjamin Brashear when Bennett returned to 4 more sympa-
thetic political climate in Virginia. where he later became governor
of that Colony.

Upper Bennett passed then to Benjamin Brashears® son,
Rober: who sold the grant in pavcels. with the home and adjacent
B rohised by one of Maiviand's most illustrious families,
the b s Samuel Chew, who bought the property on December
¥, 1730, was a grandson of the iirst Samuel Chew. founder of the
Herring Bay Setilement. Early records indicate that as a member
of the Federation of Freemen and colonel of the Militia, Samue!
Chew lived up to the standards set by his pioneering grandfather.

A rerowned patriot, Samue! Chew during the Revolutionary
War loaned a well-bred. spirited Arabian horse to his cousin,
Toseph Biuke. who promised to use it in recruiting men for the
i Army.
~ad of utilizing the steed as a mobile recruiting platform,
as propused, Blake entered him in a number of races, whereupon
Col. Chew returned the animal to his home pasture where he
became a predecessor of the fine animals which have traditionally
grazed upon the rich land of Upper Bennett.

During the Civil War the home made history as every member
of the Chew family supported the Confederate cause as best he
could. At one time Yankee soldiers camped on the place and made
life thoroughly miserable for the entire family, ordering them
about and confiscating all the food and household articles they
could find.

A family legend tells of the strong-minded maiden aunt who
wore a brace of pistols as a bustle to keep the Yankee soldiers
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from finding them and of the grandfather who was running contra-
bund to the Confederate troops, hiding the precious guns in the
beech woods back of the house. He finally ¢scaped via the Bay
to outrun the Federal troops.

While the battle raged in this vicinity, the Chews put feather
beds in the windows to keep musket balls out.

During, or shortly after, the Civil War the back half of the
house was added, creating an architecture unusual in the arca
with a brick front and clapboard back to the home. Wide chimneys
stand on either end of the house and the roof, which is steep,
slants out over the front porch into which are set four dormer
windows. The wide porch on the front—facing the Bay —invites
the visitor to rest awhile on one of the benches on either side of
the entrance door and admire the view of the Bay and the rolling
countrystde surrounding the home.

From 1730, Upper Bennett remained in possession of the <ume
family, descending in a straight line to Miss Jane Gantt, whose
mother was Anna Chew.

When Jesse and Frances Bagzelt purchused the property in
1958 the house had deteriorated to the point that the seller in-
quired when "My, Buggett wanted the old house burned down
to clear the property.”

Mr. Baggett didn’t. )

And then began the period of reconstruction at Upper Bennett,
which continues today. The Baggetts worked from a firm founda-
tion. and week by week and year by year continued the rebuilding.

The gracious entrance hall opens on to a study and dining
room, where a high simple mantle. supported by fluted pilasters,
contains serolt work hand cut of wood. Part of the chimney in this
room is hollow and it was there the Chew family hid their silver
during the Yankee occupation.

The Baggetts later added a new wing, completing the previous
inbalance of the home, which contains a family room and brick
walled side, with another cheerful fireplace.

A summer house, a freezing house and other outbuildings
were constructed, adding the clean efficiency of a working farm
to the restored graciousness of a home which formerly, and again
today, reflects all that is fine in Mairyland living.
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i Beanett continued
Lot week's “Know
ir Couuty” article.

"our  columnist  and 4
togirupher for the Inde-
ident  visited there last
dnesday - of course, to

tograph the house of to-

iered the large gates
Beach road and

bve  through a  breath
ing long lane, passing
in the lower area

hds
‘e .f sourse are enhanced
it catiful trees and sum-

- uuering  growth., At
k, v.u come to an opening
H . . distance, high on a

ly clcvation stands the old
:se. Tre fields and grounds
around are beautifully
bt - ¢otted here and there
ti: unn old barn or out
1dinpzs. Unfortunately for
the age upfront of the
5. twhich use to be) and
todey faces the Bay side,

H (. trees make it too
Wse Toroalens.

e browsed around and
b« ar pictures from what

« . ¢ the back as access
1, Louse now is facing
5. 1 presume this is the

+ door of the house
.us most houses in
Time plays a part

Voot

e rezlly wouldn't know
e .00 from the back as it
w0 neat and most pictur-
que. Une may stand on the
ps here, look over the {our
rraces below which T have

wuvs been told was a verit-
ie fuirviand with blooming
ua ttoes and flowers in the

AT the odor of the

;. week T left you with
© eanctt being sold to

|
i
|

Upper Bennett

By Betty DBriscoe

From 1730 “Upper Bennett”
had remained in  possession
of the family and had de-
scended in straight line to
Miss Jane Gantt whose
mother was Anna Chew. So
this brings me up to the
charming lady I knew who
lived at Upper Bennett in my
time. As I look back she
never seemed to be too busy
to greet visitors with sincere
cordiality and hospitality and
to linger with them in remi-
niscence of Upper Bennett's
golden past.

Compare this picture with
the one in last week's “Know’
Your County” column.

Next week’'s article will
tell a little of the architecture
of the house and what has
been changed about the ex-
terior. Oh yes, there are a
few folklore stories I must
relate also.

A house with a history that
has been preserved. “Thank
the Lord.”

Birth
Announcement

Mr. and Mrs. Elliott
Sheckells of Huntingtown
are pleased to announce the
birth of their new grand-
daughter Amy Marie. Amy
was born August 5, 1975 at
Triples Army Medical Cent-
er, Honolulu, Hawaii and
wceighed 7 pounds 6 ounces.
Her happy and most proud
parents are Mr. and Mrs.
Jack K. Thompson of Barbers
Point, Hawaii. The paternal
grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Garland Thompson of
Belleville, Kansas.

The Neeld Estate Citizens
Assoc. held its annual benefit
auction at Hilltop House on

Sunday, August 31. It was a
gala offair with members
donating articles for sale,

delicious hors d'ocuvres, &
money as well as time, all
combined to make this a real
fun night. Donald King, our
own resident auctioneer, was
in great form and as a result
of his evening's activities, the
Association will have funds
to refurbish Hilltop House.
As usual the citizens of N.E.
were more than generous
with their own special talents
and beautiful articles caused
fast and furious bidding.
President Jean Paquin and
the officers of N.E.C.A. wish
to thank everyone who con-
tributed to the success of this
function.

The last business meeting
of the Neeld Estate Citizens
Assoc. for the current season
will be held on Saturday,
September 20, at 11 a.m. at
Hilltop House. At this meet-
ing, officers for 1976 will be
elected and a tentative budg-
et for the coming year will

. be proposed. Please circle the

date on your calendar.

Betty Fale. is still prone
with her broken leg and
husband John has really
been “ruling the roost”. Betty
reports that he's most talent-
ed in housekeeping as well as
the culinary arts.

Guests of the Neeld family
this week included Mr. and
Mrs. Wes Jaques and daugh-
ter Celeste, of Hutchinson,
Kas. Mr. Jaques is the brother
of Mrs. Viva Neeld.

Barbara and Jim Cleri-
cuzio are entertaining
guests Rose and Nick Ambiz-
ioso from Bloomfield, N.J.
Rose is Jim’s sister; daughter
ter Carol has returned to
Albany Medical College to
begin her second year. Carol
is a straight A student and
tops the Dean’s List.

Polly and Clay Thompson
entertained friends last Sat-
urday night and guests later
"enjoyed a pizza party with
the Clericuzios.

“Washington College;
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Prince Frederick

and Mrs. Thomas
¢ Wilton are receiving
atulations on the birth
laughter on August 30th
lumbia Hospital, Wash-
1. Mrs. Wilton is the
r Sally Morsell, daugn-
f Mrs. John B. Morsell
the late Mr. Morsell
and Mrs. Wilton and
~ daughter are now at
home on Buzzard's Is-
Farm.

ung People in the area
have recently entered
ges include the follow-
Susie Hance, Univer-

of Delaware; Beth
»n, William and Mary;
ifer Hicks, Bucknell;

n Prouty, Un. of Mary-

Medical School; John
ty, Wake Forest; Hal
than, Hampden-Sydney;
te Goldstein, Marcia
on and Dick Gray,
Doris
Jean Conlyn, East Carolina;
Elizabeth Ridgley,  State
University, Blacksburg; Pat
Sturdevant, Cary O'Neill and
Cary Goltt, University of
Miryland; Louisa Goldstein,
American  University  Law
School; Rick Weber, Roanoke
College; Ebba Wood, Ray-
mond Bowen, Jr. and Steve
Wachter, University of West
Virginia; Mike Lea, St
Mary'’s College; Kerry Jones,
Florida Institute of Tech-
nology; Patricia O'Neill,
Penn State for work on a
Master’s degree.

Mrs. Philip Crifaci, who
has been spending two weeks
with her parents, Col. and
Mrs. Robert Conlyn, has re-
turned to her home at San
Francisco. Ensign Mark
Conlyn, who has also been
visiting his parents, recently
obtained a Master’s degree
from the University of West-
ern Florida. Ensign Conlyn
is at present stationed at
Pensacola.

Mr. lee Bradshaw, of
Minneapolis, is spending a
couple of weeks with his
mother, Mrs. Charles Murto,
in Prince Frederick. Lee is
recuperating from a serious
plane accident.

‘Mr. and Mrs. Jack O’
Ferrell and Mrs. Pat Costello,
of Baltimore, visited their
sister, Mrs. Herbert Smither,
last week end.

Auxiliary
Sponsors
Card Parly

A card party to be given
by the Calvert Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary for the
benefit of the hospital will be
held on Saturday, September
27, at 8 p.m. The affair will
be held at Calvert Senior
High School on Dares Beach
Rd., Prince Frederick, in the
cafetorium.

Card games of all types
will be played and there will
be prizes for the winners.

- WY LA rnvwead

- 2 I R S R X

Huntingtown

Terry Lynn Sheckel
Huntingtown and E
Belle Smith of Long

left Sunday, Septemk
1975 for York Colle;
Pennsylvania for the
semester.

Mr. and Mrs. Hundle
Kenney and Mr. and
Elliott Sheckells spent
Labor Day weeken
Niagara Falls and Can

Faye and Terry
Sheckells, daughters ¢
and Mrs. Elliott Sheck
Huntingtown, flew by
Airlines to Honoluly, ]
August 18, 1975, to spel
weeks vacation with

sister and Dbrother-
Mr. and Mrs. Jack K. T
son and family; T
Mark and Amy. Whil
they visited many pl
interest and enjoyed
minute.,  They retun
Friendship Airport on
day, September 2, 107
said it Is more b
than you would think

Lil and Alphonsc
of Huntingtown are c¢c
ing the return of thc
wife and grandson. Sg
Caplins and his wife, |
with their four mor
baby, James Kennett
in Germany for thr
one-half years.

s2.80 Dic

Ava

Calvert V
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Froal View of Upper Ilennell

ol

o lape & Junese s dibe by am sasd

ciaplaand Other shrubs and trees were
replaced.

L ] ah

e

Said Gn the wesaanid lighest Even though some of the
i Celvert County over-  exterior archilecture may not
wing the wiile expanse of conform, I feel the house and

Iay, The
ko windows Jook vut over
¢ tettace garden and or-

i, (which | apoke of Tast
vok) and beyond, across the

Cliesapeaks grounds arc a show place of
its own. The preservation of
the original house which like
all carly houses of Calvert
wis 1% stories and  time

played a part for the addi-

dooent landmark of  All tions ax oll old houses in
nts Church, Calvert.
T architecture of  the The room Miss Gantt used

1

FHL R

fatiia tree whieh has <tond the

e

does The roof which is steep,

Jnal part of Upper Ben- as a living room during her

¢ which is the center sce- time, is on the Ieft of the
s unusual since the entrance hall which runs
it was pink and the back straight through the house

and is one of the two original
rooms down stairs. MHere you
could find a high simple
simple mantle supported by
fluted pilasters. The scroll
work on the mantle was in
the shape of little diamonds
which were cut out and ap-
plied by hand. Part of the
Chimney in the room is hol-

bonrd, (As seen in picture
o flrst issue) The back
¢ was added, T was told,
g the Civil War, Wide
pmneys stand at either end
the house, used to be
red with ivy and other

out the {ront
svhoand into, are set 4 dor-

nils over

windows  This house low and it was here the
5o asturay notive stone Chews hid their silver during
wdation, the Yankee occupation. On

After Miss Jane Gantt left
wir Dennett it was vacant

a while and then :n‘-I‘llil‘l"d
™ Jesse = papneit ol

the upper floor, boards by the
chimney could be removed
and the silyver dropped down
l{:l.' hollow part ro(p‘:fw open-
g Replacing the boards, no
wne who did not xnow the

cnce George's County.

restored more or less

He

old part of the house bug  #¥IThL could tell anything
led a wing W each end atont it
cth and South. The wings Pryord (R Hving roees oo
not conform to the . the saree Se of the Ml wae
k brick bt are mone of the dimiag movem  AfUhnugh
s of o sind colop and sct s pant of e houw w
time. Vines were lasoen butlt' s few yoars lsler. e
i the house in onder for mantle and wondwork were

oo

wation. The ] M= quite gmilar. The mantle was

-
& lLtile Jower and had pone

of

it of time 15 still foursshing the smoll work which
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l carterszed the other. Thu
E: 3 remember it inside,

e words of the lady
o grsced the setting for

=¥ yeamn
r!;.:-r slmo loved to tell the
ey of Samuel Chew, dur-
g t%e Revolution, who was
I:v.-;wr.-e-d patriol, loaned a
_ spinited Arabian horse to
Enu:m. Joseph Blake, who
mired 10 use it In recruit-

Ir.\‘ men {ar the army, instead
¥ using the horse as a port-
E!e recruiting office, the wily
Kr Blake entered him in a
jumber of races. The owner
pon got word of this and
jent for his prized Arabian to
be returned to him without
further ado.

Another prize story was
Samuel Chew married a Miss
Weems, and following her
death Miss Priscilla Claggett,
daughter of the Rev, Samuel
Cluggett and sister of Mary-
land's first Bishop. One of the
letters that was in possession
of Miss Gantt years ago- was
from Bishop Claggett to his
daughter Patsy, asking her to
“be pleased to make Ned call
at the store and get him a
loaf of sugar and a pound of
snuff”’. Apparently a Mary-
land Bishop enjoyed life as
much as his parishoners. An-
other prize document at
Upper Bennett was a certifi-
cate of confirmation of Mary
Ann Claggett by her father,
the Bishop.

If the old part of the house
could talk, many tales could
be carried away from its en-
closure. 1 used to love to lis-
ten to her reminisce. I only
wish I had made notes of
many more.

Your columnist does have
some love tokens from Upper
Benrett. An old rose bush
which thrived there. | tok a
small rootl and have grown ft
Today after pruning and
transplanting it in he spring
it i3 thriving. a hand made
wooden rolling pin, scveral
handmade spocns and &
wooden potato masher, these
I treasure.

The grounds at Upper Ben-
nett like the old house itsel!

are characterized by the old
world charm and simplicity

even though it has in the past
a bit of a face lifting The re-
malencss and securily heve
wtirn b enuesl In L0y Joes.
fay ! develipouenia
ke B wand ogt = gary
Adthn s Pt i
howr %8 Dhe tusle &f O
Bay I sfands cememasndong
taday all B sorvers A piate
of Bracty and a hitoruz lard.
mark now owrned by Me and
Mra Hugh Ward Jo

et

.
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Help! Help!
Help!

Calvert County Home-
makers need your help, Can
you spare a few hours to
work in the Snack Bar at

the County Fair. Melp is
needed from 10 to 2 on
Wednesday, Oxtober 1;

Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday (October 2, 3, 4) help
will be needed from 10 to 1;
1 to 4; and 4 to closing.
Breakfast will be served each
day from 6-7 AM. if any
“ecarlybirds” would like to
help out.

Call either Mary Gross,
535.0446, or the Extension
Service Oflice, 535-1480 to
sign up. This is the Home-
makers Council only money
making project for this year.

Extension programs are
open to all regardless of race,
color or national origin.

Calverion
Mothers Set
Couniry Fair
And Supper

Plan now to attend the 8th
Annual  Calverton  School
Country Fair uand Supper
sponsored by the Calverton
Mother's Club on October 11
from 12 Noon until 7 P.M.
The new location this year is
the National Guard Anmory
on Armory Rwad in Prince
Frederick.

A delicious  famlily-style
oyster and ham dinner with
all the trimmings and degsert
will be perve cuntinuounly
from 12 Noon until 7 P.M.
Carry out dinners will alzo
be avallable, Supper pricea
are §4 00 for adults and $2.50

tor children 12 years and
under.
- Brcwaing thruu;,h our

'many bazaar booths will wdd

e pleasant noto G your oy T

noon. Some of the highliphta
of the Fair include: A Pk
Sleigh Chiratnisg Poutigare
featuring a Handm e
Gingertiread J{uuse”, an old-
fasdiored parlur,
4 stitchery
bewssth, s2ta and crafig center,
N rweel-loth shop and chils
érens games, plus a fantastic
rafe.

e crearn

& owunlry alare

We are louking forward w
seeing you on October 11th!

i
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| 1970 Cla-ss

Reun

All dinner reser
Calvert's 1970 Cla
on September 20,
Rod ‘'n* Reel Clu
received no later
noon on Friday,
19, 1975. Those
attend the dance
pay at the door
9:00 pm. Contac
535.1642 weckda;
8:30 and 4:30 o1
586-0657 any timu
pm, for further i

Women's .
Luncheon

The United
Women's Clubs ¢
4th  Quarterly
Meeting will be h
ern Marylund at
Inn, Routes 40 &
ville, Marylund a
on Thursday, Se¢
1875,

Congressman
Byron, Represent
6th Congression
will be the guest
the luncheon.

Executive Boar
of Governors n
convene at 11:00 2
con tickels can
from club preside
trict chairpersons
tions Chairman,
4815 Delaware A
Park, Md. 20740.

Ms. Smiil
Eniers Yi
College

Bonnic Belle &
aka Cotlages, &
will be an enterd
ot Yark Caollepe
vania this Nepoten

The daughler o

enee B Smith, g
giatduynle ol Cal
Schonl. Her min

study will e n
i longzy.

|

Y7
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GREAT ELTONHEAD are two mansions of the same
type: typical two-storey early Eighteenth Century
brick buildings with string courses and moulded bases.
The MANOR oF GREAT ELTONHEAD was a five
usand acre estate surveyed in 1652 for Edward
ritonhead.* Samuel Bourne, who was the son of
Capt. Thomas Bourne of the Grosses Guild, owned
the entire “Eltonhead Manor’ and lived in the first
manor-house before he died in 1693. He left to his
son Samuel Bourne (Jr.) two thousand acres with
the plantation (dwelling) by Drum Point. This
would place the first manor-house near the present

4 “Eltonhead Manor” was originally 2000 acres surveyed in 1648
for William Eltonhead and later possessed by Nicholas Sewall, Edward
Digges, Ignatius Taylor, and Charles Sewall. At another time Nicholas
Causine of “Causine’s Manor” was Lord of “Eltonhead Manor”.

“Rousby Hall”. The second manor-house stands
at Little Cove Point and is clearly a middle Eigh-
teenth Century mansion. Its panelling was burnt
out about fifty years ago. Some of the original
small-paned windows are remaining on the side
toward the Bay.

CapTAIN CrarRk’s Housg, from which the
panelling was taken for the Baltimore Museum of
Art, stands at Little Cove Point, four miles or more
from the site of the first manor-house. The panelling
of Capr. Crark’s House is clearly Eighteenth
Century work in the sophistication indicated in the
refinement of the mouldings, the breaking-out of
cornices, running-wave ornaments, thin fluted pilas-
ters, stump pilasters, balusters set diagonally instead
of straight, and other features.

UrppEr BENNETT

was granted in 1650 as 1150 acres of land to Richard Bennett.

In 1726 it was

granted to Samuel Chew of “Herrington”, and it has been a Chew place ever since.
The house was built about 1658. The first floor has two rooms, and the old stair-
way has vanished. One side of the house is brick, the other three sides clapboarded.

The foundation is stone.

Forman, H. Chandlee

1982 Early Manor and Plantation Houses of Maryland.
Baltimore: Bodine & Associates, Inc.
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