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Chew-Locks House, ruin 
Island Creek Vicinity 
Private 

c.1910 

This two story frame house was once an impressive, 
substantial home, built by its Negro owner, Hezakiah 
Locks, who was a carpenter and farmer. This house 
replaced a much smaller log house built by the Chew 
family in the years soon afer emancipation. In con
structing the new house, Locks used both the old and 
new methods of framing. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

XRUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoRIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to Miss Blanche Wilson, a local informant who was 

raised in this community, this site was first occupied by a small 

log house that built by the Chew family in the years soon after 

emancipati~r:;on the land that they pad purchased. That family was 

an ex-slave family. The house they built no longer remains. 

According to Miss Wilson, the daugher of the Chew family/ 
Hezakiah 

Venus Chew, married Locks. Locks was a carpenter (in fact, 

a jack of all trades, according to Miss Wilson), and he built this 

• • two story frame house on this site. That house was once a large, 

proud, and handsome structure. Today it is sagging dangerously, 

and is on the verge of total collapse. 

The house has a four bay facade, and is one bay in depth. The 

principal roof line runs east-west, and is crossed at the eastern 
cs os: 

third of the house by a cross gable. ThatAsection contains the side 

passageway and stairs. The miaade section contains the single parlo,r 
(or, dining room) 

~and the western fhird contains a smaller room that was probably the 

kitchen. The kitchen was warmed by a large stone fireplace, which may 

have been used for cooking, in addition to a wood cook stove. The 

"parlor" (
1

ki tting room", or possibly dining room too) was more 

formal, with the window openmngs and doo?.:' fra:ne,1 t:-im11ed ,.,.i th 

commercially manufactureed, reeded trims with concentric circles 

in each top corner -- a design common to the late 19th : 

and early 
Cthf~tf ;N 

20th · i rural homes ~ southern "•aryland of middle income 
" 

f4milies. The interior of the entire house was lat hed and plastered, 
l._...I 

and the doors were panelled. Much of the interior of this house 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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...Jl)THER ISPECIFY) 

Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES c • 1910 BUILDER/ARCHITECTHezakiah Locks 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is an example of a · house built by a successful, 

middle class, rural black family. In fact, according to local, oral 
f' t - ; ;.. , ~ /) 

tradition (based on the~rnernories of the observer), this house was 

built by its owner, who was himself a carpenter. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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was made from materials that available in the 

marketplace, and were not hand-made, like some of 

the other earlier houses in the community. 

The most interesting feature of this house was 

its construction. . -ihe eastern two thirds of the 

frame were balloon frame, whereas the western section 

contained sills, posts, and: plates that were morticed/ 

tenoned, and pegged together. Thus for some reason --

as yet unexplained -- the builder used the newer methods 

of framing a house for the large8t section, and the 
#.t. /,)-'~· 

traditional methods for · . · J• There is no evidence 

that the two parts were built separately1 indeed, all 

evidence indicates that the house was of one build. 

The frame was sheathed with weatherboards, and the 

eaves were boxed. When this house was occupied and the 

house painted, it would have been an attaactive home, 

one of which its biilder was no doubt proud. 

In front of the house are the remains of flower gardens, 

and jonquils continue to bloom in the spring around the 

house. 
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