T
cLvT- /822 1865-1870
James Wilson, Sr. House, site
Island Creek Yicinity
Private

The ruins of this house indicate that it was a small
log dwelling similar in size and construction to other
log houses built during and after slavery by black fami-
lies, This specific house was built by the family and
neighbors of James Wilson, Sr., an ex-slave, The house
is further evidence of the continuation of traditional
housing and building methods by ex-slaves, even among
those who acquired land.
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James Wilson, Sr. House, site
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nLOCATION wWest side of south fork of Ben's Creek Rd., about a mile

STREET & NUMBER

and a half from its jct. with williams®' wharf Rd.

CITY. TOWN ' CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
‘ Island Creek X vicNiTy oF 3
STATE COUNTY
Md. Calvert
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT __PUBLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) _MPRIVATE X uNoccuPiED __COMMERCIAL __PAAK
- __STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_)ngE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —_IN PROCESS _XYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY XOTHER
EYOWNER OF PROPERTY Ruins
NAME

Bordman Taylor
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STREET & NUMBER
Ben's Creek

CITY. TOWN

(Island Creek )

St. Leonard's
X__ VICINITY OF

STATE, Z1p code
Md,

~ .JHJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,

REGISTRY OF oseos,erccalvert County Courthouse

Liber #: JLB 46
Folio #: 234

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN

Prince Frederick

STAJE
Mde

EA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
None

—_ DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS
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STATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED EORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD _XRUlNS X_ALTEHED -—MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

All that remains of this house is a pile of logs that are
for the most part overgrown. According to Miss Blanche Wilson,
the local informant who knows the history of the Ben's Creek
community, this former house was the dwelling of ther great
grandfather and his wife' (James Wilson, Sr, and Matilda), Like
the other log houses in the Ben's Creek community built after
the Yivil war, it was small, consisted of one or two rooms down-
stairs, and one or two above, and more or less resembled the
houses that the ex-slaves had built and occupied during bondage,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Kl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 &ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION —MILITARY l‘SOClAUHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
x_1800~1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT XOTHER (SPECIFY)

—!NVENTION Black History
SPECIFICDATES o, 1865-1875 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is another piece of ef evidence showing that the
log house was the type built by black families soon after
emancipation during their first years # of landownership,

In later years, the style would change to larger, frame

houses built of commercially made materials almost exclu-
sively.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




CT-188 T
EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FITLE . . . .
George W. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION . . . . DATE
Md. Commission oon Afro-American History and Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Dean St,.
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Annapolis Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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