CT-2
WOODLAWN ca. 1800
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Later additions have made this brick, one of the most
attractive houses in Calvert County. The main house is the
typical Federal house of two story height with an end hall Aa™®
Iv i% @ double parlor plan. Two chimneys are enclosed
within an end wall. At the opposite end is a formerly
detached brick kitchen now connected to the main house by an
open brick hyphen with an eliptically arched cgiling. To
one end of the kitchen is a modern garage addsd®” An inter-
esting feature is the Flemish bond with glazed header brick-
work of the exterior walls.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Federal Period, C. 1790-1830, is one of the most exciting in the
U. S. history. It was taat time when the U. S. was asserting itself as a
new nation and being tested in many ways. Although there was a plantation
at wWoodlawn prior to the Revolution, the present house and outbuildings
are much later and as such are documents of plantation iife in both the
Darly and Late 19th Century.

The recollections of Mr. B. J. Hefferman who grew up at Woodlawn
indicate that earlier in this Century, Woodlawn was complete with not
only the house and barns, but a tenant house, slave quarters, ice house,
separate kitchen and more.

It is hardly possible to overstate the imsortance which the
plantation system played in the development of the U. S., and Woodlawm
is a direct link to that phase of our growth.

Prom the standpoint of architectural history, the buildings at
Woodlawn are important for several reasons. The main house, of course,
is important because the main block contains so.meny features typical to
the Federal Period. There were several aspects to Federal architecture,
and they differed in various regions. Adamseque was popular in the North;
while in the South, the Roman Revival had a greater influence. DBoth Greek
and Roman architectural vocabulary appeared in some buildings. Woodlawn is
not unlike many of the houses ons sees in Alexandria, Georgetown, or
Annapolis with its nearly square brick walls, gabled roof, end hall and
double parlor floor plan, as well as interiors featuring wooden mantles
and moulding trat utilize such decorative motifs as dentles, reeding,
garlands, etc.

Tovacco Barn

The use, materials, and age of this barn make it more than note-
worthy. With tobacco being zas important as it is to the history and
economy of Calvert County, any tobacco barn is a significant structure
regardless of its age, etc.

In the instance of the barn at Woodlawn, however, the fact that it
was a tobacco barn is only the starting point of its importance. To begin
with the hewn beams, mortise-and-tenon with trumnels, joints, triple mortise
joints plus the hand made nails, all indicate that this barn is of very
early vintage. The main house at “Woodlawn is late 18th Century in date and
although all wood structures in this climate rarely survive that length oi time,
one does wonder just how old these outbuildings are.

There are several basic types of tobacco barns in this region. The
most common have vertical siding which is usually hinged in one fashion or
anotier for increased ventilation and another less common tyse has horizo-
ntal siding. Horizontal siding may ce either clapboards or feather edged
weatherboard as described by Tatham in his 1800 essay on this subject.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Woodlawn is an important item in the inventory for its ability to

document plantation life during the Federal era,

This ability is not

limited to the dwelling which contains fine design of the pericd both
on the interior and exterior but to the outbuildings as well which
tend to give a more complete picture of a plantation as the self

sufficient economic unit that it was.

Most important among these is

the tobacco barn which by virtue of its materials and construction

is thought to be one of the oldest barns in the area.

Most likely,

— the tobacco barn is contemporary to the house, and the two should be
seen as elements of the same culture.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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#7 Description continued. Page 1. (CT-2)

Horizontally clad structures appear to be among the oldest barns. The
tobacco barn at Woodlawn is of this latter type and contains both clap-
boards and feather edged weatherboards as well as flush siding attached
with wrought nails.

As noted, the frame is a mortise and tenoned construction utilizing
hand squared logs. The plates and one sill (south side) are continuous.
The barn is 13 rooms being 20' wide and 51'9" long (exterior measurements).
An unusual feature is the fashion in which the sills, which average 8"x 11"
in thickness, are joined via triple mortise joints.

The unusual plan for tobacco barns in this area provides for high and
wide side doors directly opposite each other. There are C., 9' x 8' doors
on opposite sides, but they are not opposite each other. They are on
either side of the 8" x 11" cross sill which divides the building into
approximate halves, The door is still attached to the south side. It has
319" metal strap hinges, which appear to be hand made, as do the nails
in that door.

There are various types of siding and nails on the barn due to many
repairs, particularly on the north side. The south side, &" planks 2'9"
in length which are butt-joined or flush and attached with what appear to
be hand made nails. They are the same as the nails in the door on that side
in that the heads and shank show signs of being wrought. It is curious to
note that the south side even contains an early patch utilizing beaded
siding, presumably from the house, attached with nails with wrought heads.

The roof of the tobacco barn is made of modern materials and was
added by the present owners., It replaced a wooden shingled roof. The
framing appears original, however, and is notable for the struts which
appear to be nothing more than rough poles tapered at the ends to fit into
holes bored into the rafters.

Corn Crib

11! west of the barn is a structure which is in ruins. The remains
suggesst a building used for a drying process; oral tradition, for storing
corn. It measures approximately 15' x 18%4i",

Like the tobacco barn next to it, the corn crib is made of hand-hewn
timbers fastened via mortise and tenon. It is significantly different,
havever, in that the frame of the building is on the outside of the structure.
Corner posts and four side posts connect with 45 degrees angle cross beams
provide a skeleton frame which the continunous 2" x 10" hand hewn beams are
hung. They run horizontally with 1"-2" spaces between them. There is no
evidence of nogging or fill-in., These boards are fastened to the frame
with trunnesl in the side posts, but oddly enough the mortise and tenon -
joints on the corner of the four walls to collapse in all directions.




#7 Description continued. Page 2. (CT-2)

This frame rests C. 134' off the ground on supports made of fossi-
lized rock and supports a gabled end roof which is covered with vertical
weatherboards. Many modern nails are in this cladding, but in the
siding of the south gable, there are square machine-cut nails.

The building had a wooden floor, the planks sppear to have run
the intire length (C. 18') and are 13"-17" in width.
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] The Home of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 0. Vanous, also known as ”
“’$.- T & Lyons Creek Hundred and Woodlawn ,

ILISTORY OFVABIEGDON 1HOR"

terted by Charles Henry .g.,.:-. wGydn LG63 tmd Sinished
¢ 2% I

in 1665. -'i;-;:'t ..“ucture wag wooden,A siunilay honce ooy be seen
S0 ta of the county road,ap _,:ro*umatelf o mileg rlom ;s the oid
hegapeale say 2eilrond bed at "Wilson's "1‘.;“"*0 1,1 Hhe lpdtex
: L.?mm. 13 ’m.idstone," vas buil‘b.“bot». the same ¥ime. Sold by e
| Commion i .:..cm.,r*ho 16-1944~45 1t was omed by g tnlster ol the \
AR Church of Bndend in 1949 when I last visited.

fnere were 11 rooms in the original Abingdongns well =2z nuneron

wooden outbrildings.Ilv wae destroyed by fire in 1763.1he ul.ulncl,

Srelen il -*"'o"'cn o-i‘,r~ onsisted ol one passage,with three braiciicc.One breunch

X gsepved ag o wine cellar,another was comnected to the bleckliiouse
(tl.e 1as'!: remgining element of which is the tiny byiclk hrilding
on the front lawmn,and which was the only briclk construciion on

i- the lot,outside of the tummel and the chimmeys)while the third

; brench of the tuanel wvas a orypt.One must remenver thev this

propersy was thea the frontier,

i‘lze_ plantation contained 2,500 acres in the begnndng and wes
i

3 pays of a gront that comnriaed the whcle gtate of larylond.
Charles Henry Steuart had but one issue who .,1.:“."ve-“.5he vios
o lary Elizabeth Steuart. She married James Roberl Sperrow,n

arister from Lothian,Scotland.The nroperby remnined iz the
Sparrox. fanily neme until 1867 ,vhen it was purchosed Dy Gon.
Georgze Stevart of West River,a collateral descendent of +the
origingl Charles Henry Steuart. y
The present duilding was started in 1762 end comnleted in 1773.
The owner, 't that *!;n.me,was James Robexrt Sperrvow II,s0n of Flizoe
' beth ocnd Jameg Sparrows

The desi m was identical o that of The sncestrnl Steunrt hone
2t i om,Scotland,firkeudbright County.Jdanes Sparrow IT had
% grent covernl yenrs There while attendin: the niversiiy of

Bdainburg.It was the custom of the day to ednecte the elliest boy
abro2Ge

It wag my ple?su‘e o vislt the original Abingdon in the early
pary of WilI.Phe house im Maryland is o carboi copyes.stns ‘bhe
architecturnl bubtchery inflicted upon it by subsequent oimers

The none in Scotvland is spelled Steward,but the varistions ,.:bw‘r'b,
Steunrt and Stewnrd are all of the same clothy(~luo Stewer

Bhe c'.nfn_‘-;es in spelling came during the Englick VDS, after the
mirder of liary S‘buc..r't &ueen of Scots,by the bostond Hlice oeth,
her illegitimate hlf—sis‘ter.h Naxyland,the a'bl 'ﬂ*"c'“ cann req the
" nzne 50 Steuart to distinguish between the broneh $hnt hield on
. %0 their onan Cotholic herd tage and the Stuscrts of Vir dnip,

who en‘.:mceu the Church of England,
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British troops of the 3rd Brigade and 2lst oot , milex thic conmand
of Near Admiral George Cockbumi,at his divect omlerz,pni +the
vorell to the present structure on 22 Au 1net,1814.000 5 w80er he
had elared the hosritality of the Sperrow Trnily ovedl hi,

A nenyy dovmpour,plus vhe efforts of the hieli: on The ‘lace,ncnaged

vo save nost ol what stands today,One widin;,ll osus ond 'dbchen,

wes coiletely destroyedsIt extended townrd the 0ld =alen.
There vas o mlbe of gatisfaction,howeverywhen locsl militia
ig

5
ettocked his sirike force om the Pax and ssnlt ¢vio of ¢
sebiing them on firel.delking a eatapult from sirnling rine saplings,
vhey rodined flaming bales of wool,soclkted with Gor (Jon the shing.
Az the golilors and maydines tried To exbinguish tihe bnmming epllg,
The lMoolanders picked ‘them off one<by—ome Wwith “heir soiirrel

une, The shiye were then seuttled,hopin: to Llecl: the chenmnel,
Mhe cn-mpenent was at o shayp,narrow bend i1 the river,n00ut

. dle 2néd a half upstream from where Tthe hrid e rrozges the Pox
beloswr Wayson's Cor’ﬁgr—..ﬂ._c_ousin gawed off the Uo. o~ the mosot of

one of then in the 20's and had welizing sticls ninde Toom it. The
shins are ctill there under 40-o0dd feetl of uud.One wns 2 toymoster's
_'ﬂfc}:etg -
(ne snchor ves salvaged and forged into a rodycaired hy two "SM
shnned irons.This wag used to brace the nregent honcce,sinee 2
(tlier)enall crncl: appesared which was caused Uy the Tire,

Secange of fire haczzard,ldtchens were 2limrrs et » noxt Trom the
nain louse,Wliere your new. garage now stende,uns the Zitchen and,
as I wrote nreviously,the firse wing bouilt on The cite ol the
o=i dnal structure destroyed in 1768.To avoid conity $

the present structure from the front,risht To lefteo nad
o gsepurobe kitchen conunected by a2 brick collounde,o e
50—odd feet vith a Tormal boxwood patio ,the »rezent It
and mo-on.This comprised the house uniil 1814.Mhe =i v wing was
never rebhixdild,

BN

‘Asnin,as one faces whe fronk . of the house,tuc lelt windew on the

Tirst floor wes the orizinal door.There was r golid brick wall
where the nresent litchen fireplace is ond = i e “Sranlace,three
brick ovens built into eaeca side and a VTiny .Andow on sivther side
or ',51'.:‘1--.50 -

I 1903, & large tree was gtruck by lishitnin, nnd fell agsoingt

the zltcnenelions weakened by the fire of 1814,it fell in.It ves
rebuilt that same year,sans one chimiey ond extencive travestiocs on
the orizinal architecture were committed.

"

The 200 ,which was in front of the kilchen was nnce into & wvine
dowsone chimmey was removed,the fireplace narrowed and a new
door cut in the side facing the garden. Incidently,the tiny room
above the present archway was a Weaving roon.
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’“f:i, A porch wag added,for practical purpesesabont 1880, 0L Anellar,
: it wos an enteblature.lThere were two benches,Dcli, 0iC ALOUZICY,
w0 colurms in fronb,on éither side of hriclk steps,tid tio il P
1w A with the front wall on either side c e from’
eyl Nitly

v
5 colume = vire
'iﬂbfg;yér e @ Me stens were semi-cirenlar.There was o bulc viel
WY 2 /”;j? Ader then the porch,bhat extended for siz feel until it rounded

in to o short brick walle aboubt 4! wide that led to a caorriege

F e L i L

_ avive vhere the level part of thg front lawa ig now,The drive
p}géf’ wound wny Trom the present emtronce road,sroind Tihc Lhouse, nd re-

soined ‘the entrence road.There was & short briclh stcop ot the
A eIy et vua ] Te delaomed
SN SRR L eSS b

pear nall door,with simple wooden railings @ hi
led to the aforementioned drivevay.The drive vwan WhiGe A8GLVE rovels

Mhe ertire earriogeway was limed with bozmood and o ou e rormil
—axlen 0 geometrical arranged bozvood lay ©o to wi b of the
honae.In the resr 0f the garden,in the pi nt & vy TS Bl

aO2en Gl
.

Snaseoy burial sround.Whether 1t was the encruice Lo bhe ol
; G

w_ 2 = 83=]
crypts or elmply & cemetery,I canuot attest,]
wes the latier,but might include 2 vavrlt endronce.Sls
ond the Soarvows were people of substence,l = =it

tenarts

left suitable narkerse.lt is ldlely thel any nwiliene

e bt It

over by catitle and the. elements,over THc Feryo,oit
suried mder a few feet of soil.
— The glave quarters were at a lef® an le Tron the rezr of the din-
i roon and extended down to the creel whaere the gowin - ig located,
They were used Lo store wool when I was a DOJe e house vas
- 3 - il N ’ - %, P
also locnted in the rear of the house a3t & lelv oo -€ “eom the
diningroone.
A1l brick used in construction wes kilned on thie loce rom &

e _ r,.:;.? T ,-..I.I.
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a.ol- cnith, cooper,shoendiker,
2all o the rest of the

The slentotion was a going eoncern,with b1
tanner,tinsmith and vheelwrisht,as well as
LIRS,

A eiwil-w house was built by the Svarrow Ffamily mnd,yhsn I lagt
visited Southern Maryland over btwenty years a0,vwes locoied near
Sundlerland P.C.,on the left hand side o the rond oin  voward
Prince Fredexiclc,

e name "Woodlawa! wae ziwven to the place Ly the last Stencris.

Snd to relabe,the itmediabte femily kmew little ol Thelr Listory,

so omdered had they been by wars and adversity.

vy mother was of the Carroll branch of the Calvert clsn ond they =
zen . records.I trust bhat posberity will sppreclate it.I do, -
and I hope that The reader of this short cecornt will also.lI am

renconehly sure that it will die vith your correspondents

4342
B. J. Heffernan
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JRAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PHON

0SO28304-

. STATE Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
county Calvert INVENTORY
TovNn Lyons Creek viciniTy '
STREET NO. 2.name Woodlawn CcT 2'

DATE OR PERIOD Cc. 1800

sTyLe Federal brick manor house
ARCHITECT

BUILDER

ORIGINAL OWNER
ORIGINAL USE Dwelling
PrReseNT ownER Mr. Kenneth Vanous
PRESENT USE Dwelling
WALL CONSTRUCTION Flemish bond brick |3 FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
No.oF sToriEs 2 1/2, 1 1/2 wing

- NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no

This is a brick house of Flemish bond. The main house is
three bays wide. The door on the front is on the left side of the
house, There is an overlight and a flat arch over the door. The
windows are nine over nine and have flat brick arches over them.
There are 2 basement winggéaapn the front of the house which appear
to be original and have arches. On the right end of the
house are 2 chimneys enclosed within the wall. There are windows
one pane wide (very narrow) oneither side of the chimneys. The
slope of the roof, the doorway and the flat arched windows all add
to the impression that the house is of the Federal Period, -

c. 1800, There is no water table.

Although I didmot speak to the owner, Mrs., Bitchard at High-
land says that the 1 1/2 storey wing is old also and was the
original kitchen, but the one storey connective passage is new,
but well in keeping with the style of the house.

The groundsof this house are vay well kept up and the house
is maintained in very good condition.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered Interior . Exterior €XCellent
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
3. PUBLISHED SQURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.
Paul A, Brinkman

DATE OF RECCRC  July 18, 1967




T

; " CT-2 -0 W' 2ddirpn -

S

M2

\\ raa-....

>

O ) AR
X, //}%?\/{33’\“ Z

-
ol
%
S amor . . N
e scave n oreer
It Bondaper . 04 = P P ———y JE——
. 08 1200 woo ’ {
908

=lacaLr, s g0’ & o wmut)

8430 P SRSTRLTIS B-B-W
o e ane
AanalTe Y W I

(!
"o Posy s e N ol Y Vil 8
A CALVERT COUNTY  §%0-35%
- - e aem e e e o [Cre e=n mmme
—— H ’ -]

[RRST

P h




< e Ry R e

NS L TR o e ) Mt b o o

24T

1

BRISTOL. MD.
©37575

Y
o i

“tate Rocte
hi845-N Ty
sa

Unimprved dirt
AMS Aré

U S Rou'e

'- - -t o, Bum.i' Masw T_';n o c e
g DN
e LIRDUALY

A 2
. - ~ of! N ! . 5 7 p -, N o .
i LAY 0 1 2N - : AN 4
L RS T T T N TN 4 LS .... .
| \ . Iy U . SN S '
. ..| / . s s . . - ) 4
‘. A A Y, ; - ) ; |
H
e ,',
- b
H © ~
£ ¥ .Aun
g g
-- 56 7y
- Y Yo .
+ _.. A.Dm R
- i3 ¥
o1
. 5 3
- Lo
L S i
%5 .
: < Ww.
B P i
M m ’Ya !
FY 29 i
- b 24 H
al ooy 2
€ o i~ o= < w. .
_Ml - i
2 - 133 |
< 0
375 - -3
Q & Ow
@ - LIS
.l - ﬂ;“
! . - ...k,
' . NS
U:
- > 7
. S i
ek ! !
z.
\ N W4 . DO\ P - SEe 4
! ¥ , g4 \ 54 hpllllll‘u“\ - lﬁv-.. 1 5
AN REARUNDEL-C0™ $3. 4
A - CRINUE (RONGES ( o ;
7~ o K g

,\\ o7 ..v_ \.,.-.... .\\\.







€T-
W oodiawn)



AN o B "‘""‘“9'“ oot
* w‘:;\" 5 J’ 'ﬂ‘ -

- ," ‘--.o,.

B i




u).&):(-{(
Svm. 7%

2y e 3

LJoe)Law Al






CT-2
LOeedLAw N4






Uﬂ:c//
Svay. %

C7-2
LJoode mwin)






Cr-2
L) oo depein/

w. Utcfo(
| Sum. J¢ S



- —
i 1.lr..j_l 4 M H-
- = l_ U = 1 -
I .
v_l L_LH.._ 1J|_.1_I_ 4 F ¥
AHHAHHOHHS 8 .
r 31 HH4 N
™ L ot b ..._.T ; 1
HUHL LS
9 Y E T >
b L “N
mITT_ﬂlU ]_1 i
H HHH H g
= f
_ _JJ [_ L &l 1
g
.w__”,J :
¢ 2 4
A ~ " e
AT ol a
» i .
)
\
fr



¢T-2
Woede R/

Hypw N
5.

W e ld
Sum ¢






w.ﬁ/cc/c(
Sum ¢

c7- 2
blocdt mw/r/

Memr #ec .
s.C.






cr-2
gy ME
N &

W, W vl

Sum X






cT7-7T

CJoe Dewp
buAw 5
N. W
.






W. i ld
Gum- 76

CT-. 2
WeoPr sevV
STeBnC. AarN






cr-2
LeeDsma/
CoeRAS
S.C .

. Ut(lc{
Svm -72L






A).Utd‘(
507. 26

CT-2
WoedLsewr/






eT" %

e






cT -2
PRIZLL oAl

S. S+ o
Venmsec Kpsu

u:),h)nu.-b
Sum. 2¢

12






e, ’J LD
vy x









