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CT-204 
SWANN HOOSE 
Chaneyville 
Private 

Although the oldest portion of this house 
may be Mid-19th Century in date, in its 
present condition, it is most notable for 
its late Victorian {c. 1912) appearance. 
Together with its decoration, picket fence, 
outbuildings and connanding view of the 
Patuxent Valley, it is a reminder of one 
of America's great periods. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
MAGI #0502045635 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Swann Honse and 
AND/OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

off Chaneyville ~oad 
CITY. !OWN 

Chaneyville 
STATE 

Maryland 

II CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Calvert 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA:1K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

Liber #; 
Folio #: 

STATE I Zl.p code 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to d~eds in the pos~essior. of ~.:rs. Carl Swann and verified by 
Liber Volio in the County Courthouse her mother-i.i1-law purchused the 
house in 1886. The hous2 is ~~ stories high and is a T-plan with a three bay 
wide, one bay deep rear (..:.;) wing with telescoping additions. These additions 
include an enclosed porch and ad~ed kitchen on the southeast corner. 
According to I'll.rs. Swann and by appearances, the center portion of the hous2 is 
the oldest. The front{'N) portion of the buildin,~ is a pre-R.W.I addition 
complete with Victorian decor as well as ceilings that are consiQerable higher 
than tcose in the center portion of the house. This older portion looks as if 
it would have been originally been a small house of the one dovm-one up vanity. 
There is still bubbled glass in the 6/6 windows. 

Interior decoration is not lacking, for throughol<.t the house are 19th and 
early 20th Century trimmings including moldin~ with cornerblocks, original 
hardware on the doors, engraved mantels, and a rather elegant banister in the 
front hall. 

The front exterior has a definite late Victori2n appear311ce cruciform 
gable and valley roof is for~ed by the protrusion of the central ba' and rear 
(E) wing. Each of the four gables has deep cornices and is filled with 
fishscale shingles. The center gable L'l the front ('ii) contains a tiny gothic 
window. On the same f~cade is a porch r..inning the full width of that wing 
and it is supported b. four turned posts c:::n:.plete witb scroll saw gingerbread. 
The windows in this pa.rt of the house are the tall and slender 2/2 variety 
common to the period. 

Like other fa.rlf~ouses, this one is the core of a comJlex of structures 
which serve various f~ctions. Behind the house (:), the~e are chicken houses, 
ga:::-..ges, an ice house, privy and meathouse. The ice hous2 is contaL.'led in 
building E which is a garage. A covered pit 12 1 deep stored chunks of ice cut 
and placed there in the late winter that would keep through most of the summer. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 
_,900_ 

_.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_.AGRICULTURE 

_.ARCHITECTURE 

_.ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

CJ-.J.04 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Although the oldes~ :iortion of tt:is house rna;r be Tilid-19tn Centurv in dz.:.te 
in its present condition it is ___ ost notable for its late Victorian (c: 1912) 
appear,nce. Together with its decoration, picket fence, outbuildings and 
commanding view of the 1-'atuxen t Valley it is a reminder of ::,ne of Ame::.~ica 1 s 
great periods. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



i!IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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