
CT-216 
SOPER HOOSE 
'Willows 
Private 

c. 1840, late 19th century and 
1912 

Although the buildings on this property are 
in various stages or ruin, they have an 
important story to tell. The frame house 
was built in three staees. Circa 1840, a 
one-story house, composed or a single parlor 
adjoining a vide hall containing an elegant 
stair, was built. Later in the 19th century 
two rooms were added to the other side of 
the stair hall. In 1912, !Alen Soper raised 
the vb.ale building to tvo stories and added 
a two-story kitchen section to the rear, 
porches to the front and back, two bay­
vindov towers to the front, and late Victorian 
trim to the interior and exterior. Three 
gables, two over the towers and one in the 
center, inteBeect the roof on the main facade. 
These gables are decorated with blocks and 
shingles, painted brow. The rest of the 
house is green vi.th vhite trim. 

Buildings complementing the house include 
two log structures (one an outside kitchen) 
a meathouse, chicken coop, milk.house, ice 
house, com horse, hog pen, and tenant house. 
A tobacco barn with attached stable is still 
in fair condition. The adjacent 'Willows 
store and post office, built in 1905, 
is in near-ruin. 
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What "18.s once a grassy well-kept lawn is woods now and the ruins of the 
outbuildings are difficult to see for the trees and vines which engulf them. 
The house has been empty for years and vandals have destroyed the interior. 
The property once contained many outbuildines jncluding a kitchen, meathouse, 
chicken coop, milkhouse, ice house, tobacco barns, carriage house, stables, 
cornhouse and hogpen, store and tenant house. Some of these remain, all but 
the tobacco barn are in ruins. 

The house on the Soper farm, or W1llows, is five bays wide, 2-t stories 
hieh and is two bays deep with various projections and wings. In the front 
for instance, two story semi-hexagonal projections result in the entrance 
being somewhat recessed. A porch runs the entire length of the building 
and a five gable roof(three in the front) caps the upper story. The eables 
are decorated with square and round blocks and deep cornices. 

The whole building is covered with horizontal clapboard and for some­
time has been painted green with brown and white trim. The bay projections 
and decorations are Victorian in character and are a result of a renovation 
made by Mr. Owen Soper c. 1912 to an older house. His daughter describes 
the building prior to its Victorianized appearance as "an old English house 
with dormers" • 

The inside has been stripped by vandals but it too was once rich with 
molding, corner blocks etc. Parlors flank either side of an entrance hall 
which contained a wide and rather grand stairs. The kitchen was in the 
rear (N). 

Building B. That the house probably pre-dates its late Victorian appearance 
is further suggested by examination of the outbuildings behind it, especially 
building B. It is in-ruins. Verbal history, the prescence of a fireplace, 
its location directly behind the main house and the remains of shelves etc. 
indicate that this was an exterior kitchen. This building was unique in its 
construction. Perfectly squared logs are dovetailed on the ends so that they 
fit neatly together to form thick sturdy walls. These "18.lls support an A­
frame gable-end roof with horizontal clapboards nailed onto the gables. The 
roof appears to have contained a room; there are ruins of a stairs. 

The building measures 

Building C. This building is also of log construction and although there is 
space between the logs, there is no evidence of noggine. It is partially 
clad with vertical wooden siding. There is horizontal siding in the gables. 

The logs in this building are not squared or dovetailed but they are 
notched so that the ends overlap and support each other. According to Mrs. 
Wilburne, this building "Was used as a 

Mrs. Wilburne•s father built the store around 1905. This is a 
rather typical Victorian structure, three bays wide and one deep, A-frame 
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Mrs. Ruth Soper Wilburne is eighty-two years old and has a good memory. 
She was raised in the big house at Willows and was the Post ~Jstress in her 
father's store there for almost thirty years. Her recollections, papers 
and photographs are an envaluable source for learning what Willows was like 
in the early 20th Century when her father owned the 280 acres farm there. 

An interview with Mrs. Wilburne on December 1, 1976 produced the infor­
mation that both this house and the Talbott house on Christiana Parran and 
Bayside Roads were originally "1! story structures". This house was larger 
with eleven rooms in it, and it was "four bays l<lde. 11 Mrs. Wilburne compares 
the houses in appearance to Maidstone saying that all three were "quite 
similar". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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# 7 Description continued. ( CT-21 6) 

roof with gables on the ends and middle of the front. The center eable 
contains a small window. 

The entrance is on the first floor and is in the center of the buildine. 
There are double doors (constructed of diagonal tongue and groove) with 
shuttered windows on either side (shutters are also diagonal tongue and groove. 
A porch covers the entire front of the first floor.) 

Horizontal clapboards covered the exterior and like the main house, this 
building was decorated with bright colors, red with green and yellow trim. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mrs. 3.uth Soper .lilburne i3 eight;v.-two ye_.rs old and has a good memory. She 
was raised in the cig house at Willows and was the Post I.'.:istress in her father's 
store there for aL'Tlost thirty ye2.Is. Her recollections, P':::.pers and photographs are 
an envalua~le source for learning what .'iillm7S was like in the early 2Cth Cent~.;_ry 
when her father owned the 280 acres farm there. 

What was once a gra"sy well kept lm;n is woods now and the rains of the 
outbuildin,s are di:ffici..i.lt to see for the trees and vines wnicn en;u.2.f them. The 
house has been er::pty for ye:c.:::-s a.J.d vand,::ls have destnoyed the interio:r. The 
property once contained man-- outb'...l.ildin~s inc::.:..iding a ~~i tchen, meathouse, chicken 
coop, milkhouse, ice house, to8acco barns, car:ria.~e hoi..~se, stables, cornh::mse and 
hogpen, store and tenant house. ~ome o:f these remain, all but the tobJcco barn 
are in ruins. 

The house on the Soper far:n, or Willows, is five bays wide, ~j" stories hit;h 
and is two bays deep with v::::.rious p::.'o~ ections and wings. In the front for instance 
two story semi-hexa;onal projections resu::.t in the entrance being somewhat recessed. 
A porch runs the entire lencth of the b;_,ildint; and. a fi ·re :;able roof (three in the 
front) caps the upper story. The gables are dee .rated with square a.".ld round blocks 
and deep cornices. 

The whole buildin:; i::: co·.-ered with ho:::-izon ';al clapt.oard and for sometime 
has been painted green with brown and w~~i te trim. The bay projections and 
decorations are Victorian in character and are a res .. l t of a renovation made by 
Mr. Uwen Soper C. 1912 to an older house. ilis dau~~hter descri ";)es the building 
prior to its Victorianized appear .nee as "an old 3nglish touse with dorrners 11

• 1t 

The insL;e has been stripped by vandals but it t_o was once rich with m::·lding, 
corner bloc::Cs etc. P;.>.rlors flank either sL~e of an entrance hall which con-cained 
a wide and r --ther grand stairs. l'he kitchen was in the rec:i.r (:~). 

Building B. That the house probably pre-d8.tes its late Victorian appem-ance is 
~urther SU6[;ested by exSY.iination of :.he outcu±ld:bgs behind. it, especially 
building B. It is i.'1 r'-lins. Verbal history, the prescer.ce of a fireplace, its 
location directly benind :he :nai.'1 house and the remains of shelves etc. inciica1;e 
that this was an ex-~erior kitchen. This buildi.".lt; was unique in its construction. 
Perfectly squo.red logs are dovetailed on the ends so that t.iey fit neatly -vogether 
to form thick and sturdy walls. These :o 29 i' ~ walls sup ort an A-..frame gallle-end 
roof with horizontal _ , nq.iled or. to ~he gable;:;. T~1e roof a~pears to have 

cJ.a-P ooa.r:i.s. contained a room; there- are r_;_ins of a stairs. 
The building ~easures 

Building c. This buildin,,
0 

i::; also of log construction and :o.tl though there is 
space between the lo;;s, there is no evidence of nog.-:;i.J._;. It is partially cl"'-d 
with vertical ...-:ooden sidin~;. There is ~1orizontal sidin,; in the gables. 

The loe;s in this b:.<ildini:.; are not squared or dovetailed but they are notched 
so th2t the ends overlan and s·_ Ptc'o:·t e.~ch other. Accordin,_; to i1i:'s. r'iilb:.irne, this 
buildin; was used as a ~ 
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Mrs. iiilburne 1 s father built the store around 1905. This is a 
rather ty~ical Victorian structure, three bays wide and one deep, A­
frame roof wita gables on the ends and middle of the front. The 
center gable contains a small window. 

The entrance is on the first floor and is in the center of the 
building. There are double doors (constructed of diagonal ~ongue and groove) 
with shuttered windows on either side (shutters are also dia;~onal tongue and 
groove. A porch covers the entire front of the first floor.) 

Horizontal clapboards covered the exterior and like the main house, 
this building was decorated with bright colors, red with green and ,;ellow trim. 

An interview with Mrs. Wilburne on December 1, 1976 produced the infor­
mation that both this house and the Talbott house on Christiana Parran and 
Bayside Roads w.::re originally "1i story structures." This house was larger 
with eleven rooms in it", and it was "four b~vs wide." Mrs. Wilburne compares 
the houses in appearance to :'ilaidstone saying that all three were "quite similar." 
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