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SOPER HOUSE
Willows c. 1840, late 19th century and
Private 1912

Although the buildings on this property are
in various stages of ruin, they have an
important story to tell. The frame house

was built in three stages. Circa 1840, a
one-story house, composed of a single parlor
adjoining a wide hall containing an elegant
stair, was built. Later in the 19th century
two rooms were added to the other side of

the stair hall. 1In 1912, Owen Soper raised
the whole building to two stories and added

a two-story kitchen section to the rear,
porches to the front and back, two bay-
window towers to the front, and late Victorian
trim to the interior and exterior. Three
gables, two over the towers and onme in the
center, inteseect the roof on the main facade.
These gables are decorated with blocks and
shingles, painted brown. The rest of the
house is green with white trim,

Buildings complementing the house include
two log structures (one an ocutside kitchen)
a meathouse, chicken coop, milk house, ice
house, corn horse, hog pen, and tenant house.
A tobacco barn with attached stable is still
in fair condition. The adjacent Willows
store and post office, built in 1905,

is in near-ruin.
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What was once a grassy well-kept lawn is woods now and the ruins of the
outbuildings are difficult to see for the trees and vines which engulf them.
The house has been empty for years and vandals have destroyed the interior,
The property once contained many outbuildings including a kitchen, meathouse,
chicken cocop, milkhouse, ice house, tobacco barns, carriage house, stables,
cornhouse and hogpen, store and tenant house. Some of these remain, all but
the tobacco barn are in ruins.,

The house on the Soper farm, or Willows, is five bays wide, 2} stories
high and is two bays deep with various projections and wings. In the front
for instance, two story semi-hexagonal projections result in the entrance
being somewhat recessed. A porch runs the entire length of the building
and a five gable roof(three in the front) caps the upper story. The gables
are decorated with square and round blocks and deep cornices.

The whole building is covered with horizontal clapboard and for some-
time has been painted green with brown and white trim. The bay projections
and decorations are Victorian in character and are a result of a renovation
made by Mr. Owen Soper c. 1912 to an older house. His daughter describes
the building prior to its Victorianized appearance as "an old English house
with dormers".

The inside has been stripped by vandals but it too was once rich with
molding, corner blocks etc., Parlors flank either side of an entrance hall
which contained a wide and rather grand stairs. The kitchen was in the
rear (N).

Building B, That the house probably pre-dates its late Victorian appearance
is further suggested by examination of the outbuildings behind it, especially
building B. It is in-ruins. Verbal history, the prescence of a fireplace,
its location directly behind the main house and the remains of shelves étc.
indicate that this was an exterior kitchen. This building was unique in its
construction., Perfectly squared logs are dovetailed on the ends so that they
fit neatly together to form thick sturdy walls. These walls support an A-
frame gable-end roof with horizontal clapboards nailed onto the gables. The
roof appears to have contained a room; there are ruins of a stairs.

The building measures

Building C. This building is also of log construction and although there is
space between the logs, there is no evidence of nogging. It is partially
clad with vertical wooden siding. There is horizontal siding in the gables.

The logs in this building are not squared or dovetailed but they are
notched so that the ends overlap and support each other. According to Mrs,
Wilburne, this building was used as a

Mrs. Wilburne's father built the store around 1905. This is a
rather typical Victorian structure, three bays wide and one deep, A-frame

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Mrs. Ruth Soper Wilburne is eighty-two years old and has a good memory.
She was raised in the big house at Willows and was the Post Mistress in her
father's store there for almost thirty years. Her recollections, papers
and photographs are an envaluable source for learning what Willows was like
in the early 20th Century when her father owned the 280 acres farm there.

An interview with Mrs. Wilburne on December 1, 1976 produced the infor-
mation that both this house and the Talbott house on Christiana Parran and
Bayside Roads were originally "14 story structures". This house was larger
with eleven rooms in it, and it was "four bays wide." Mrs. Wilburne compares

- the houses in appearance to Maidstome saying that all three were "quite

similar",

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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# 7 Description continued. (CT-216)

roof with gables on the ends and middle of the front. The center gable
contains a small window.

The entrance is on the first floor and is inthe center of the building.
There are double doors (constructed of diagonal tongue and groove) with
shuttered windows on either side (shutters are also diagonal tongue and groove.
A porch covers the entire front of the first floor.)

Horizontal clapboards covered the exterior and like the main house, this
building was decorated with bright colors, red with green and yellow trim.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mrs. Ruth Sopsr ilburne 1s eighty-two ye.rs old and has a good memory. She
was raised in the uvig houce at Willows and was the Post listress in her father's
store there for almost thirty years. Her recolleciions, pzpers and ohotographs are
an envaluatle source for learning what Willows was like in the early 20th Century
when her father owned the 280 acres farm there.

What was once a gra:sy well kept lawn is woods now and the ruins of the
outbuildin s are difficult t0 sce for the trees and vines which engulf them., The
house has been erxpty for yeurs and vand-ls have destpoyed the interior. The
property once contzined man outbuildings including a xitchen, meathouse, chicken
coop, milkhouse, ice house, %tocacco barns, carriae house, stables, cornhouse and
nogpen, store and tenant house. Some oI these remain, all but the tobucco barn
are in ruins.

The house on the Soper farm, or Willows, is five bays wide, 2;; stories high
and is two bays deep with various projections and wings. In the front for instance
two story semi-hexazonal projections result in the entrance being somewhat recessed.
A porch Truns the entire length of the building and a five zavle roof {three in the
front) caps the upper story. The gables are dec.rated with square and round blocks
and deep cornices.

The whole buildin: i= covered with horizontial claptozard and for sometime
has been painted green with brown and wi:ite trim. The bay projections and
decorations are Victorian in characier and are a res.lt of a renovation made by
iy, Owen Soper C. 1312 to an oider house. ilis dau.hter descrites the building
prior to iis Victorianizsd appear .nce as "an old Znglish Louse with dormers", %

The insiie has teen siricped by vandals but it t.o was once rich with molding,
corner blocks etec. ZTarlors flank either sice of an entrance hall which contained
a wide and r.ther zgrand stairs. The kitchen was in the rear ().

Building B. That the house probably pre-dstes its late Victorian appearance is
Turther sugzested by exurination of the outruildings benind it, especially
building B. It is in ruins. Verbal history, the prescence of a fireplace, its
location dircctly benind ~he main house and the remains of shelves etc. indicate
that this was an exterior kitchen. This building was unigue in its consiruction.
Perfectly squored logs are dovetailed on the ends so that t.ey fit nesatly together
to form thick and sturdy walls. These pemmidg walls sup ort an Ae-frame gable-end
roof with horizontal . nailed onto the gables, The roof appears to have
contained a room; th%%%pgggr%§ins of a stairs.

The building measures

Building C. This buildin,; is also of log consiruciion and alinough there is
space between the logs, there is no evidence of nogsing. 1t is partially clad
with vertical wooden sidin,;;. There is aorizontal sidin:; in the gables.

The logs in this building are not squared or dovetailed but they are notched
so that the ends overlap and s.upport exch other. According to lirs. Wilburne, this
building was used as a

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Bl SIGNIFICANCE

L

2ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MIUTARY
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
—INVENTION

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—.SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




Cr-6

§EMAJCR BIBLISGGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EB1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / FITLE

ORGANIZATION DATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSsS- 1108



¥Mrs., #ilburne's father built the store around 1905. This is a
rather tyopical Victorian structure, three bays wide and one deep, A=
frame roof wita gables on the ends and middle of the front. The
center gable contains a small window.

The entrance is on the first floor and is in the center of the
building. There are double doors (constructed of diagonal -ongue and groove)
with shuttered windows on either side (shutters are zlso diasonal tongue and
groove. A porch covers the entire front of the first floor.)

Horizontal clapboards covered the exterior and like the main house,
this building was decorated with bright colors, red with green and yellow trim.

An interview with Mrs., Wilburne on December 1, 1976 produced the infor-
mation that both this house and the Talbott house on Christiana Parran and
Bayside Roads were originally "13 story structures." This house was larger
with eleven rooms in it", and it was "four bavs wide." Mrs, Wilburne compares
the houses in appearance to llaidstone saying that all three were "quite similar."

©




e e

A P s«‘i _Randle Cliff
RN ik ¥ Beach

oy
9
%Beach i~

\F . H .
0 /\ oliday
7 @\ . \Beach

[ ) =
G 'N'A'g
PR o

/ W\
f @ N

" 4 R/ N 3\
v e A

1
i
i
N

N )

‘REDERICK) 385 32'30” 366 * PLUM POINT 2.1 M. ® INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. ABSTON. VIRGINIA— - &
" SE %3 ' :
1:24000
o L MILE ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Heavy-duty__ Light-duty___

00 4000 $000 6000 2000 FEET . .

— Medium-duty Unimprovec :

0 1 KILOMETER D U. S. Route O State Rou=

_=———————

IRVAL~2 FEET

e M OF 1929 MARYLAND .
FEE, _A IS MEAN LOW WATER NORTH BEACE

HE TWO DATUMS IS VARIABLE £ LOCATION

PROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER QUADRANGL .

.. N3837.5—W763Z

1 FOOT AT CHESAPEAKE BEACH Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial &

photographs taken 1977 and other source data. This 1953

ONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS information not field checked. Map edited 1979 PHOTOREVISEZ -

SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 AMS 5661 [l NE—SERT

3 AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST







C7-
Jope f'/ya(‘,e’

m. St'nson /9y






M. S+ nsen 197¢

C7T-27¢6
Jopenr Hou 3¢






C7-2/6

Soper Heuse
barn ;’ Corn enh

S

M. S+’ nson /9y¢






top cT-2lb
Soper Heuse

darn shed eaves
S

m. Stinson 1976



