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CT-24 18th. c. 

HUNTINGFIELDS 

Of a three part, ell shaped composition, this rambling 
frame house retains many interesting architectural features. 
The initia~,~tage consisted of a one and one half story, 
three bay~ with two exterior chimneys at one end. At 
a later period a one and one half story frame kitchen-hyphen 
addition was made to the rear elevation. In the late 18th. 
or early 19th. century a two and one half story, two bay 
addition was made to one end of the initial stage. It has a 
single exterior chimney. Interior detail dates from the late 
18th. Federal, and Victorian periods. 

One of the more interesting exterior features of this 
house is an overhanging jetty on the rear wall of the original 
house. 
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?·laryland 
~.:ilvert ~ounty 

VICINI TY 
Huntington 

~tar1~ortt·1 F"' n1· ly O"li::;l~AL o· ... sr: R -.J • .... 

~:::1::;:~ALu;:: Dwelling 
p:c;;s;:NT c-...sER drs. Uondld .\eber 
.::o=<::S~!'ITU~E Oncliin~ 

2 MAME 

HISTOl~IC AIJERICI-~; BUILD! tlGS SURVEY 

INVc:t!TORY i..:T-24 

ilunt i ngf j e I <ls (Stanforth House• 
-~· 

DAHORPERIOO :11id Cf lcit:e 18th cent. 
STYLE .•arylunc olonial 
A RC~I' TE CT 

BUIL'.": i R 

"'"-LL :o~s•~ucT10N i~ando111 w j dths, c I apl..FOR Ll:>?.ARY OF CONGRESS use 

~D. o:= S70RIES 1-1/2, 2-1/2 boar1 

.-·<'.:7.>.2.L:O FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OP:N TO PUBLIC MO -
The oldest p~rt of l:his co.:1plex house 1s on 1~h<: left. It d,"lt.~s 
from the v~ry curly 18th century and as 3 hnys wid'C", 1-1/2 
storys hi uh. l t has t. wo end (.·hi 1nneys on the I eft end, sepurutcd 
f roi:.1 ;;i1t: wa i I above th•- i i r . ..:.t.. 51 ory I" vt" I. Tht.. c.ioor occup i t'!S 
t:hc right front bay and tw s an ov~r I i 3ht. There .ir-.: two peJ i mmatea 
dormers on the roof. lo t;h~ ri<~ht or <.his µ.:1rt ot- tl1c: house ts u 
2 b.:l)' wide ~-1/2 story ~._;ction t.:1.it '-1.:itcs fro.~1 da. c110 of tt..~ 13th 
.=entury. There 1 s one ~ltdi.Je::nt~d Jor:1t·r or. th\.! roof. ;-fu~rt· as 
cJn interior ci\ii•ln~)I on tht: ri:1ht end, .::,epurut<.d r.~om t.he wuf I 
alJove th~ sccvnJ st.ory level. lhc lHlck wdlr •>f Lt1e ofd section 
:ld s an ovcrh.:in~ of t:he second story of- about 8 inches. Thi~ 1 s 
cul led J jetty .ind 1s r0th1::r rart: in ~urly .·!.:iry1a1h.I <trcidtt:ct.uPc. 
r1n old el I also com<.·s off ;..>erp<"ndicuf<Jr to th" r:win hou·,;c ut the 
r~ur. The o Id st: ct ion of ·;unt i ngf it""· Ids h.1$ a I I it::; orig i n.:i I 
chair rai Is, bastboards, \·dndow frcl.;cs, u:l<l 1v:intt:·ls. ihis house 
has a stone foundation and th~re 1 s fir• ck OO:::f:J in j used i:o f i 11 
t:he 1oral Is. lhe stolirhul I 1s si !:1µlc a11d tht; steps have ~crol led 
tn~::;~ ilu: s~airh.il I has an int:cr~~tiny i:>ant:lct! u~Th t•;aki~~ 1:he 
ce 1 I 1 n3 ,iurt 1u11 y rounded. Th'-· re t:; <lio t vory 11iA7-pen11y t Ii the 
newel known as an "Amity ;..ing" - "t:iii~• hd~ j.rnt :.t',. .. - by th(! buil,1er 
to fi11ish t:nc job anJ Is <J r._it;lu .. r rdrt: .Jc..:t.uil • .-,II 01 .·.ht: (~ .... ors 
are of tht: ol'-~ ~ix-p .. rn~t type. 

Th1:.rl! l!:i d corncl' cupboarJ of Ft:Jer<d Jc&igr• in ~h<: Jining room 
(c0;~TIM1lu o~. C . .:.~i~ Slt>L) Exterior 

5. ?riYSICAL ::ONDITIOt! OF ~TPUCTURE endangered Inferior 

Lxce I lent ly "~st:orc<..f I 

!~ 
i .~, ~ ...._-:,;.. .,.. 1 '),~ •):. p (.: l'ln Oprif'),,al) 

:: _ _ ·~1::::., ~:'...);JCF~ 'A••,,._.Jr. Tirlt-, Pag~s) 

-. - • ,:- ,... ;...~ COr.?: '. Pio-•r)TG:,,.::: TC. 

7. PHOTOGR_.A_P_H~~~~~~~~~~~-t 
I?. tJAME. ADl>RE5~ /\NO TITLE !'F HECORDER 

-I 

I 
~--~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~__L__:D~/\~T-~_-~o_r_P.~.[_r_o_R_r_• ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

- ... ·-
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with very elaborate detai I. lher~ is also a sh~ll narrow 
staircase enclosed in v~r·tical l>c.:.ideJ puncl I ing. The 
;>erpendicular wing t.tt tin rc,1r was added ubout 1820. 

This i-'rope.rty is vt.ry \><ell ••iii11tui11cd dn<l kepl.. Leautffully. 
It is a fine and inte1'...:sting house. 
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MARYLAND HISTORIC,i\L TRUST 
CT-24 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Hunting fields 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Lowery Road (now on Huntingfields Drive) 
CITY. TOWN 

Huntjngtown .X... v1c1N1TY oF Cox 
STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X..OCCUPIED 

X....BUILDING(Sl XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

X..NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Thomas Mo & So Laverne Weeks 
STREET & NUMBER 

Lowery Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Huntingtown _ v1c1N1TY OF 

l)LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Calvert County 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Prince Frederick MD 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTiNG SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #:S-3,,--IZ71 

STATE I Zl.p code 
MD 

Liber #: JLB165 
Folio #: 492 

STATE 

_FED!=RAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION CT-J.L\ 

CONDITION 

~EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 

--ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

<ORIGINAL SITE 

_FAIR 

-·••a.•-' 
_nuu-.~ _MOVED DATE __ _ 

_UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The possibility that Huntingfields is that dwelling is supported by 
the early construction evident in the oldest portion of the house(south 
wing). This is true 1t stories with two laterally partitioned rooms 
downstairs and two upo The downstairs rooms are not of equal size. 
A side hall contains the stairs. F.ach of the two rooms are heated by 
a fireplace on the south end of the room thus requiring the two large 
chimneys on that end of the building. 

Among the early features are the handmade nails that were observed 
in the enclosed stairs in the old kitchen wing in the attic of the south 
parlor. The attic also reveals hewn rafters that once formed a steeply 
pitched roof. The overhang of jifty on the west side of this building is 
a much written about feature that is indeed an early characteristic, 
although Forman says that even it is an alteration. In its original 
appearance this house was not totally disimilar to "White Cliffs" (CLVT-31) 
or "Holly Hall" (CHAS-21). Framing in the attic and an alteration in 
the bricks on the south exterior show that the south wing once had a 
roof with much greater pitch. 

Brinkman is accurate in his description of the original house except 
in regard to the interioro While the chair rails and other mouldings are 
consistent with those seen in other mid-eighteenth century hotBes, the 
mantels are decidely later. 

The north wing is a Federal era addition which is quite well preserved. 
It is believed that the house may have undergone an entire remodeling at 
this time which would account for the scrolled step-ends and pay-penny in 
the hall and Federal mantels. 

While the house has been written about on several occasions only 
brief mention has been made about the fact that two barns, a post-and-beam 
carriage house, and a cemetery add to Huntingfields significance. Barn #1 
is south of the house and has not been included in the historic district. 
It has a he'Wll post-and-beam frame with two inch studding that is still 
partially covered with riven chestnut clapboards. Sheds protect much of 
the original exterior fabric. en the south wall there is a batten door 
containing hand made nails and forged strap.hinges with unusual fleur-de 
lees shaped ends. 

Barn #2 appears not to differ greatly in age from #1. Both use eight 
room barns with hewn post-and-beam frames and both have been added on to. 
Like #1, barn #2 has a south door of early appearance containing hand made 
nails, forges straps, etco These strap hinges, however, 
are loop-end. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

- _1400-1499 

- 1 5'. '10-J.'il 
_1600-1699 

~1700-1799 

)C.1800-1899 

-1900-

__A!l ;,!ti LOGY-PRE HI STOA IC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXP LORA TION/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

~RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house was recorded by HABS (MD-105) in 1940 and MHT in 1967. 
It was declared an official Calvert County Historical District in 1976 
and has been written aboutvH.C. Forman, Mrs. A. Hutchins, and Mrs. B. 
Briscoe. f,. 

Mrs. Hutchins points out that "Huntinefields" is a recently eiven 
name and that this property was knmm as the "Somervell Farrn.11 since the 
1880 1s. The Somervells acquired the farm from the Stanforths many of 
whom are burried in the cemetery there. The earliest grave is that of 
John Stanforth who died in 1815. Mrs. Hutchins cites the 1738 will of 
an earlier John Stanforth which mentions a "dwelling plantation" pur
chased from Thomas Cockshalt who was recter of nearby All Saints Church 
1697-1722. 

The possibility that Huntingfields is that dwelling is supported 
by the early construction evident in the oldest portion of the house 
(south wing). 

~ . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Old Buildings. Gardens. and Furniture in Tidewater :tv8ryland, pp. 251-253 
H. c. Forman, 1967 

CONTINUE ON SE~AaATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE · COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFoRM PREPARED BY Description and significance statements: Wayne Nield 
NAME I TITLE 

form compiled by: 
ORGANIZATION M...., S.'4· iw DATE 

STREET & NUMBER 

R,t. 5 11~ .26.2 8 
TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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#7 Description Continued (CT-24) 

These barns have a reputation of beine quite old with some believine 
them to be Eighteenth Century. It is possible that the frames and south 
doors justify this belief but if the clapboard siding is orieinal the 
machine cut nails attaching it to the fr9me point towards a mid-nineteenth 
century construction date. 

The carriage shed is the size of a modern one car earaee and is 
constructed of vertical siding nailed to a post-and-beam frame. The frame 
is made by joining heavy tree-posts and hewn pieces toeether via mortise
tenon and trunnes. This building stands next to the cemetery on its 
west side. There are a dozen or so Nineteenth Century Stanforth graves 
in it. 

In his drawine printed in Old Buildines. Gardens and Furniture in 
Tidewater Maryland, H.C. Forman indicates a "smokehouse", "ice house", 
and "underground dairy" immediately behind the kitchen (west). They would 
appear to have been where the present garage stands. Accord5ne to Forman 
the dairy was constructed of brick. 
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~~e ~roperty now called Huntingfields was once the home of the Stanforth 

:~a..c,:.::. v o: '.;al vert County. The family cemetery near the house contains tombstone 

i;5c=~?t1or~ for members of this family, the earliest of which is for John Stanforth, 

~~o ~~e~ in 1815, aged 62. This John may have been the sbn of another John Stanforth, 

-~? "~ named in the 1738 will written by still another John Standforth (so spelled). 

-- ..... 
- •• J •• a"' will, John Standforth left his "dwelling plantation bought from Thomas 

:?:::.<:s~'..ltt" to his grandson, John Standforth, son of a deceased son, also named John. 

:-~~~as Coc~shutt, by the way, was rector at All Saints Church from 1697 to about 

:-22, a;.d John Standforth was church ward.en there in 1725. No later wills of the 

s•...a.:..:::or":!1 family have been found, but the names ~John and Levin~ Stanforth appeared 

:::-. -:.:-.~ :al vert Countv census in 1850 and 1860. In 1880, however, only John Stanforth, 

., _ .... , a~??ar~d, with no other family members, and that sa.~e year, Samuel Williams 

a~: ':~s ~ife, ~lizabeth, also apneared, apparently then living on the Stanforth 

~~e rAme Euntingfields was given to the property after its acquisition, in 

::.;-:, "::.-y ~r. and Mrs. Townsend Scd>tt, Jr •• The Scotts purchased the land from Mr. 

~-:;:--:.:i:: !.ivons ~ about 240 acres, but a survey made in 1951 showed that there were 

2~-.:- ac~es, kno~n a.3 the Somervell farm. 

v- L~ .. ~·J!"_.<:; purchased the pro-perty, in 1948, from the heirs of Elizabeth 

5 ~~~:--,.<?11 and h;tr husband, Samuel C. Williams. Elizabeth S. liilliams and her 

:::-'1":.':~:-. Levin Somervell, lived in the nouse during their youth, and Elizabeth 

~~~ :-:~~ hustand lived there until the late 1880's, when they ~oved to Baltimore. 

-·· :~:~ Levin Somervell and his sister and brother-in-law mortgaged the estate, then 



--2--

- described as 716t acres. In the mortgage, the statement was made that the land 

descen'.ied to Levin and Elizabeth as "the only children of Mary E. Somervell, 

subject to the dower of their grandmother, Maria. s. Stanforth". The statement 

clearly shows the Stanforth-Somervell- Williams line of clwnership. Levin 

Somervell, who died about 1906, conveyed his interest in the same property to his 

brother-in-law, Sama111 C. Williams, in 1891. In 1910 and 1914, portions of the 

estate were sold-- one parcel to Connelius Trott a.nd another to Charles Mackall, 

leavin~ only the land around the home still in possession of the Somervell heirs. 

Since the ihventorv states that the oldest pa.rt of the hous-e dates from the .... 

earliest part of the 18th century, it is indeed possible that the John Star.forth 

w~os~ will of 1738 mentioned his "dwellilll -plantation" was then living on the 
•/ 

pro~rty now caleed nuntingfields. Architecturalliy, the three wings on the house 

hel? attest to its age, and the jetty or overhang, similar to one which once 

existed at 3ond Castle in Calvert, is now the only such feature remaining in 

Calvert County to show a connection with medieval England. 

-----------------------------~ 
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