
CT-261 
Farmhouse and Loe Barn 
Bowens 
Private 

late 19th and anrly 2oth century 

This farm comprises a two-story L-shsped f rame 
farmhouse and a tobacco barn built of V-notched 
cypress loes. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEAAM,CE 

This f'arm comprises a two-story L-shaped fram3 fcr:nhouse end a 
tobacco barn built of V- notched cypress loes~ 

BJ'l.!Ul 

T'n:!.s sinele-pen log barn is 32' lone and 18' i.;ide ~~i th a 1 shed 
with cedar tree posts on the south side that appearn to be ori r,:inal 
to the plan.. The shed on the ·west encl i::i modern.. Cypre:· r.; loes have 
been squared on two sides to b~ 9":x7" in thickness aml they have been 
V-notched on the ends (1oosely done V-notchos which come close l.o sim­
ple saddle notches)o Approximately thirteen loes per wall have been 
laid end-over- end with wooden peesQ 

The ~-frame roof consists of roueh ~~terialG. The collar beams 
are la~-joined into the rafters and fixed ~ith cut-nnils. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. 
TMs is a frame d\..'ell:ine that has not been examined closely. The L-plan, 
2/2 "'jndows, .:.:nd flue cMrrmeys suiecst a possible late Nineteenth Century 
ornnr..: probablf. early Tuentjoth Century construct,jon date . 

On the same property, however, j s an exci tine s inele loe pen barn. It 
could be :nh~-n:i1rnteenth century jn date or later, but jts aee is not its 
most impnrtnnt el ement. The fact thnt 1t js e loe structure jg jrnportent 
enouch e:.ven the jmportance of loe construction in American arc.hiLectural 
history. In that respect tM s buHdine can be seen as a document of a 
process tnat js bnsic in understandine the evolution of American building 
technjques. Ad(l1 tional sigrd ficance can be attributed to this building 
throueh the fact that its loes appear to be local cypress. Experts from 
the State Departrr.ent of Forestry and the director of the Battly Creek 
Cypress Swamp aeree that these loes are cypress. That they are local 
cypress presents us with a builc1ine which not only documents a constru­
ction technique of both local and national sienjficance but also with a 
structure whose btdlder rel:ed upon \.:hat has s:tnce become a national 
landmark for its materials. 

A curious feature of this barn are the printed initials observed on a 
loc about half-way up the south wallo 11J. J. Ho" was discerned; another 
set was too fnded. 

CONTINUE ON SEPAR..~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Mary~~nd Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act Jf the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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/17 Descr1ption con-+,:inuot:.:ion r.heet 1 . (CT-261) 

TMs sinele- pen loe b:irn is 32 ' Jone oncl 18 1 w:ir1e l-dth l.J 1 :;hed \..':ith cedur 
tree posts on the south side that appears to be odeinal to lhC' plan . 1'he 
shed on the west end is modern. Cypress loes hAve been ::-qu:irerl on two sides 
to be 9 11 x ? 11 i n tMckness and they have been V-notched on the> <'nds (loosely 
done V- notches which come close to simple sadnle notches) . Anrroxi::iately 
thirteen le.es per wall have been l:iid end-ever- end w1th woocien r-ees . 

The A-frame roof consj sts of roueh rr.:.iter.ials . The col ln.r hMrn~ are lap­
;iofoed into t'•e rafters and f:ixea ;,ith cut-no:ils . 




