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William D. Gray House and Barns

Bowens 1863 and 1910
Private

William D, Gray built this two-story frame
farmhouse and its adjoining one-story
kitchen in 1863, Six generations of the
Gray family have lived here. A large brick
chimney serves both parts of the house. The
three-bay-long by two-bay-deep dwelling was
built with a center-hall plan. The build-
ings cypress clapboards were cut and milled
at the adjacent Battle Creek Cypress Swamp.

In 1910 a two-story rear ell replaced a single-
story log room. A porch was added to the front
of the house in the early 1920's., The front
walkway incorporates a grindstone fron CT-264,
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp Mill,

Two barns, one incorporating a carriasge house,
and & meathouse remain on the farm. A small
building still contains the equipment for
producing carbide gas to light the house.
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William D, Gray built this two-story frame farmhouse and its
adjoining one-story kitchen in 1863. Six generations of the Gray
family have lived here. A large brick chimmey serves both parts
of the house, The three-bay-long by two-bay-deep dwelling was
built with a center-hall plan. The building's cypress clapboards
were cut and milled at the adjacent Battle Creek Cypress Swuamp,

In 1910 a two-story rear ell replaced & single-story log room.
A porch was added to the front of the house in the early 1920's,
The front walkway incorporates a grindstene from CT-264, Dattle
Creek Cypress Swamp Mill,

Two barns, one incorporating a carriage house, and a meathouse
] ) 3y

remain on the farm. A small building still contains the equipment
for producing carbide gas to light the house.
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Six generstions of the Gray family have lived in this house and it
may be the oldest standing dwelling along Sixes Road. A deed in the
possession of the family indicates that William D. Gray built this
house ¢. 1863, There are two barns on this property which could be
contemporary with the house.

The front or north portion is the criginal house. The rear or south

wing wvas added ¢. 1910, It replaced.a single story log room. The -~
west wing is a kitchen wing that is thought to be original. A large

brick chimney serves fireplaces in both the main block and kitchen

ving.

The main facade is characterized by the cross gable, center hall plan,

and gingerbread porch. Mrs. Lee recalls that this porch was added :
when she was a little girl c¢. 55 years ago and she further remembers
that it was important to her parents that the porch be "in keeping"

with the style of the house,

According to the Gray sisters the clapboards of this house are made

of cypress cut and milled in the swamp, There are two barns on this
property and both are worth recording. Each is an eight room barn
with a hewn post-and-beam frame. The barn closest to Sixes Road

(Barn #1) incorporates a carriage house that still contains a sleigh
hook-up. Miss Gray and her sister recall the importance of sleighs in
winter time travel. The barn in the hollow behind the ! use (Barn #2)
incorporated a "cupin" (cow pen) on its south side that consisted of
an open shed, the length of the barn, which cattle could enter for
protection.

There is & meathouse on the property as well as a. small building
just east of the house which still contains the equipment that produced
carbide gas for 1lighting the house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially-created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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