
CT-263 
William D. Gray House nnd Barns 
Bowens 
Pr1v3te 

1863 and 1910 

William D. Gray built this tvo- story frame 
farmhouse and its adjoining one- story 
kitchen in 186J. Six eenerations of the 
Gray family have lived here . A lnree brick 
chimney serves both perts of the house . The 
t hree- bay- lone by two-bay-deep dwelljne was 
built with a center- hall plan. The build
in~s cypress clapboards were cut and milled 
at the adjacent Battle Creek C;-pre~s Swamp. 

In 1910 a two- story rear ell replaced a sJnele
story loe room. A porch was added to the front 
of the house in the early 1920's. The front 
walkway incorporates a erindstonc fron CT-264, 
Battle Creek Cypress Swnrnp Hill. 

Two horns, one j ncorporn tine a cnrd c ec hom~c, 
and a mcathouse rerc3in on the far11t . A srr.:i.11 
bujldine still contains the equjpment for 
producine carbide eas to lieht the hour.e. 
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fiJ DESCRIPTION CT-d.&3 
CONDITION CHECK ONE 

..XEXCELU:NT X ORIGINAL SITE 

,...... _GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X..UNALTERED 

-AlTEREO -MOVED DATE __ _ 

_FAIR 

DE!:.~RIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

William Do Gray built this two-story frame far:r.hcuse ond its 
adjoinine one-story kitchen :in 1863., Six generations of the Gray 
family have lived here. A laree brick chimney serves both P3rts 
of the hou::e. The three-bay-lone by two-b!ly-decp uwelline was 
built l:ith a center-hall plan., The buildine ' s cypresa claplioards 
were cut and milled at the a<ljacent Battle Creek Cypro::;s Srn1mp. 

In 1910 a two-story rear ell replaced a ::;ineJ.e-:;Lory ,oe room .. 
A porch was added to the front of the house in the early 1920's. 
The front walkway incorporates a grindstone from CT-26~ , Baltle 
Creek Cypress Swamp Hill. 

Two barns, one incorporating a car:riaee house, and a 1• cathouse 
remain on the farm. A srrall buildine still conta:i ns the equipment 
for prOducing carbide eas to light the houseo 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 186.3 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Six £enerations of the Gray family have lived in this house and it 
may be the eldest standine d._,rolline alone Sh:es Reado J.. deed in' the 
possession of the far.1.ily jndicates thDt Will.jam D. Gray b1j· t this 
house c. 18(.J. There are two harns cm tMs property wMch could be 
con temporn ry with the house. 

The front or north portion is the orjeinal house. The rear or south 
wine vcs ndocd c . 19100 lt rep]aced_a sinule story loe room. The 
\.iest wine js a kitchen uine that is thoueht to be orieinal. A laree 
brick chirrney serves fireplaces i!l both the main block and kitchen 
':ine. 

The main facade js characterized by the cross eable, center hall plan, 
and eineerbread porch. ~~s . Lee recalls that thjs porch ~~s added 
\Jhen she was a lit.t.le e:irl c . 55 years aeo ann she further remembers 
thot it wos import.ant to her parents that the porch be 11 jn keeping" 
uith the style of the hcuse. 

Accordine to tho Gray sisters the clapboards of this hause are made 
of cypress cut Dnd mi11ed in the swamp. There are two t~rns on this 
property and both Are ".!Orth recordine. Each is an eight room barn 
with a hevn post-snd-beam frame. The barn closest to Sixes Road 
(B.'lrn I/I) :incorporates a carriaee house that still contains a sleieh 
hook-up. >U ss Gray and her- sister recall the importance of sleiehs in 
\.l:i nter ti me travel. The harn in the hollow behind the ~ use (Barn #2) 
incorporated a 11 cupfr: 11 (cow pen) on its south sine that consisted of 
nn open :;he<l, the lcneth of t.he barn, which cattle could enter for 
protection . 

There is a meathouse on the property as \Jell as a sw.all b'J.:ildine 
.inst east of the house whl ch still contains the equipment that prorluced 
carbide c;an for liehtir1e the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY .. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO : Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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