
Archaeological Site 

CT-272 
John Wright Simmons Property 
Bowens 
Prjvate 

19th con tury 

Several generations of Simmons are known to 
have built three houses, several r~rns, a 
blacksw~th 1 s shop, nnd a mill on th)s site. 
Two 20th century houses, two barno, 3nd 3 

cemetery remain on the property . 



MARYL/\l'lD HISTOf~IC/\L TRUST CT-272 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

John WriP,ht Sjmmons Property (house sJte, barn, bl3cks7i:ith 1 s shop site, -
ANO/OR COMMON 

and er~vey'3rd) 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Sixl'ls Ro:;ir, (Maryland Route 506) 
CITY. l'OWN 

c: VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X..8UILOINGISI 

_STRUClURE 

Xs1TE 

-OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PJBLIC -OCCUPIED 

XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-BOTH • _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

_YES RESTRICTED 

- YES UNRESTRICTED 

.XNO 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

t:ONGRESSION,\I OISl RWT 

COUNTY 

,.,.,, 't' . 

PRESENT USE 
LAGRICULTLRE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_:_J:DUCATIONAL _P'llVATE RESIDENCE 

_EN TE!HAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INOUSl RIAL 

-1\llLIT ARY 

Telephone#: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

• TFMNSPOH TA TION 

_OTHER 

---
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY TOWN STATE I zip code 
_ VICINITY OF 

~LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMbER 
Calvert Caimty C011r+bo11sP 

Main Street (Maryland Route 765) 
CITY.TOWN STATE 

Prjnce F~ 0derick 

REPRESENTA'l10N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_fEOEOAL _STAT( _COUNl'f _LOC/,L 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

r" CITY. TOWN STATE 



r 

ID DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_QETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHEC:< ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTEP.ED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED OAT~---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Blacksmith ' s Shop 
The shop shown on the 1925 plat is presumably ~ blacks.rd Lh'::; shop cirir1 1t 
is probably the one indicated en the 1 B73 Atlas of !·~'lryJDnd l'lap. Older 
residents say that ?·~rion and Ms father, J .. W. Shmons \.:ere both blAck­
srdths and they remember the shon bcJne on thjs spot. It l'itood r~e:ht on 
Sixes Read on the east corner for:.'led by the dir+ road \Jhich leads to the 
old frame barn (east of "old house 11 site). TMs site t.!~S examined ann 
lyine on the surface was u lnree wooden hub l;ke Lhose seen on ox ca:-ts . 
The hub was bound with foreo<l iron strnps. This could prove to be nn 
interestine archaeoloeical site . 

House (site) 
The "old house 11 is eone, however, its well nno box ccver-and-pu11ey still 

stand to mark the spot. The 11new house 11 is er.ipty and debrioratine but 
it survi · ~s alone; "1i th the 11house :t and both barns. The eraveyar 1 exists 
with most .1f its stones jntac:.t:. The mill read :is identifiable ano 
neighborhood residenls have seen the mill rnce within the past decade . A 
sw.all section of the worm fence was f cund. 

Barn 
An unusually small fiv~ rocll" tobacco barn constructed "1:i th hewn r>n.t.erinls 
and a post-and-beam fra::.e. It appears to be a i·!jneteenth Centu·y structure 
but its exact aee is not yet certajn. 

Graveyard 
Perhaps as many ss two dozen eraves are in this )ard . A 1951 survey 
identifies this as the "Simmons FnrnJ 1y 11 cemetery ~1 thoup,h i.hare nre qu~ te 
a few Ha.mmetts buried here as well. 'Ilic ccmeLery \.;ns u::-od ~s rec0ntly ns 
the 1950's, ho.,..ever, most of the eraYes ,,:ere due durjne the lr.i.e Nineteenth 
century. Via.ny of the occupants were bcrn early in the century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



[ill] SIGNIFICANCE 

r 
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCl<f'ULUvV P11ElirSTORIC COMMUNITY PLANNING LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-14!)9 ..ARCHEOLOGY HIST0111C CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 ~GRICULTURe _ECONOMICS _LJTERA TURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600·1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 
' 

_THEATER 

X1eoo 1e99 _COMMERCE _EXP LORA TION1SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

2:1900· _COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUI LDER/ARCHITEC..T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

T'1e Sj :mnnns fam:ily a re stj 11 j n the neieh borhood and their j nvol vement ·with 
its d.=:velopment appears to be extensive. Int.he late nineteenth century, the 
Sj mmons owne:'i much o.f the land ·on the north side of Sixes Road just east of 
Bowens crossroads. It)::; lmow11 thnt cHfferent r;enerations O\.med and built 
at 1>enst three houses as weD as s couple of barns, a. blacksmith ' s shop, 
and a rdll. l1Dny of tho Sjmmons nre buried in a eraveyard that is still 
on the proporty. 

Cn a 1925 proposed plat for the division of the Jo Wo Simmons estate the 
site is shovm to contain an 11 old house" with outbuildings nearby as well as 
a irncw house 11 • There ::is nJ so a barn east of the 11 old house 11 a 'shop 11 plus 
an 11o1d barn 11 and a thlrt1 hom-:e to the west. .An 11 old Mill road 11 is indicated 
on the et> st side of the propert:,r as is a eraveyElrd. The mill road leads to 
the 11old mill seat 11 at the extreme north end of the property. Different 
patches of uoods are indjcated (presumably for timberine purposes)as "1ell 
as a wcrm fence. 

CONTINUE ON SEP.11.RATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
r 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

t GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LISI ALL STA1ES ANIJ COUNlllS I OR PHOPERllES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STA TE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BYDnscrjption and sienificance statements : Wayne meld . 
NAME / 11ru Form c ompi : ed by: 

!t-1~ '"~ , .,..<'f : .• ',.. u 
ORGANIZATION 

(, : ~iW.i-1:.1...:zl G .. ;.,;!.!k:. 'tt 
DATE 

Way 1Q78 

SfREET & NUMBER fl -I' ,. /) .... ,.. L) 
1 f. -"-'· ,J o ,.a,.x • o2 _, 

TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN ~Ef ,., ._, .,,...., • /:" ~_,;'/ / ?/' "Of 
I ""'~t .... 'l.>1' ... _, ., /YI,,_.,,_ , ui;.. >r STATE 

The Maryland Ilistoric Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for infcrmation 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

P$•1101 
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