CT-28 circa 1830

STINNENT FARM

Remodeled in the mid-19th century this two story
frame house %gzgﬁmthe Federal style with an end hall
plan and two,chimneys at #lhte eénd. The projecting eave
cornice at the facade has sawn brackets and there are
small lancet arched windows at the attic gable.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Twentieth Century alterations on the interior meke structural
analysis difficult. The key to to the paradox of a Federal plan
with Victorian decoration lies in the roof., The attic windows show
no obvious signs of being alterations and the rafters are vertically
sawn and joined with machine cut nails, Some of the other Federal
period houses in the area have sawn rafters, however,they usually
lap-joined and pegged at the apex.

It is quite possible that the real importance of this house is
its ability to document the transition from late Federal into early
Victorian., This becomes apparent as one goes through the house. An
early photograph shows that one entered beneath a portico that covered
the north entrance. The door is framed by a transom with sidelights
that are hinged for opening. The rather long side hall is divided in
half by a pedimented doorway. The pediment vented on one side by a
tracery like carving that reminds one of the hollow cornices seen on
so many mid-nineteenth century townhouses in urban areas. (See
Otterbein Homestead Area, Land Design Research Inc., pp. 17-19, 39-42.)
The hall also contains the stairs which are made somewhat elegant by
scrolled step ends and a polygonal newel, The hall is on the east
side of the previously described double-parlor. On the east side of
the hall at its south end is the dining room and kitchen wing.

Again, interior alterations make it difficult to evaluate this
wing. If the kitchen portion is as old as the main block (log joists
and hew sills were observed beneath it) then the dining room may have
been a later "connecting" room., The present dining room has some
characteristics of being a kitchen, however, and it may be part of the
original plan. That arrangement is more Victorian in character than
Federal.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The side hall-and-double parlor plan of this house is a Federal
characteristic that is reinforced by the pair of exterior chimneys on
the west side. The tall double doors and perhaps even the mantels
also lénd a Federal air to the building., Unless they are later
modifications, however, the exagerated cornices. brackets, and Gothic
windows in the gables are quite Victorian and point to a date somewhat
later than the 1830 date given by MHT.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Form 10-445 |I. sTaTE Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
(562 . couwnty Calvert County INVENTORY CT - 28
- Town  Plum i . YICINITY ]

€9§§§1¥y 2.name Stinnent Farm

STREET NO.

DATE OR PERIOD ¢, 1830

sTYLe  Country Federal
ARCHITECT

BUILDER

oRIGINAL OWNER MY, Stinnent
ORIGINAL USE Dwelling
PRESENT OWNER Ny, J. Hunt

PRESENT USE Dwelllng
WALL CONSTRUCTION clapboard 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

NO. OF STORIES 2_%_ w/ 1%

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION oPEN To PusLic NO

The gently sloping roof and depth of this house are indicative
of a rather late date (1830), or possibly later. The main house
is 3 bays wide and is slightly deeper than this. All the win-
dows are 6/6. The door occupies the left front bay and has an over-
light and sidelights. There are 2 exterior chimneys on the left
end of the house. They are separated from the wall above the 2nd
story level. The house has a heavy brackedwVictorian cornice

and a Gothic window at each end in the attic level. To the left
of this main house is a 3 bay 1% story wing with 2 peaked dor-
mers.

The chimneys make this house meke-4hki8 a rather unusual
one., It's detail is amusing and typically Victorian.

APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

—_
The property is well kept up and is a prosperous farm.
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8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
— INTERVIEWS, RECQORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

Paul A. Brinkman

July 17, 1967
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