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€
CORNHILL

One of the most imposing examples of Georgian
architecture in Calvert County is Corrthill, a fine brick
house of simple plan and detail. The principle facade is
five bays in length with the central door flanked by
fluted pilasters supporting a segmentally arched wooden
pediment. All windows have segmental arches and there 1is
a molded water table. At each end is a single exterior
chimney. To one end is a later one bay, one story brick
addition.
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(Chock One) ,

] Excelient {X Good ['] Fair [ DMMIMGMd [71 Ruins ( j] UﬂOIpOIOd

CONDITION (Chock One) (Choek Oney

L] Alrered X! Unaltered () Moved Xl On_ginol Site

L s e o c——

OEBCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known)'P'HVMCAL_ APPEARANCE

Located on the south side of Parran Road, about one mile
southeast of Parran, Maryland, Cornhill is set on a high
ridge which divides the waterflow of the county. The
northeast side of this flows to the Chesapeake Bay and
the southwest side flows to the Patuxent River.
. The five bay long brick house has a steeply=- pltched roof

., With an exterior chimney at each gable end. All the win-
dows have six-over-six sashes and segmental arches. Simple
fluted pilasters and a segmental wooden arch surround the
central door. A molded wood cornice follows the roofline.
There is a water table of simple square brick. One brick
on the southwest corner contains the date 1786 and the
initials "T. F." The brick is laid in Flemish bond with
random glazed headers.

The east wlng, a one- and-one—half—story frame bullding,‘
was restored in 1941. Outbuildings include slave quarters
(one building) to the south of the house and a tobacco

barn w1th oak. framlng.
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Ll ; P;mou (Check Onc or Moro as AppruprluIUD*‘ T . 8
c " ) [:] Pre.Columbian ] V6th Century I3 18th Cemury ,l | 20th Century
’)‘ ‘:' |‘-; C_'] 15th Century {Z) V7th Century {71 19th Century (
g SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable um”;«—;WI—i)-ﬁ—BG T —
-‘ AREAS OF SIGNIPICANCE (Chock One or More us Appropriaty)
s Abor iginal |} Education [ | Political I”} Urbon Planning
] Prehistoric | || Enginoering | 1 Rehigion.'Phi. {.] Othar (Specify)
{1 Hisraric L] industry losophy
e . " [O Agriculture (T} Invention {..] Science
o X1 Architecture I} Landscope {71 Seulpture
QO Ae Architecture |7} Secial ‘Muman-
+ {2} Coammerce { | Literature itarion
[7] Cemmunications | ] Miligaey | | Theate S —
» ".i".". 1.1 Conservatian I Music I | Transpontation o
rSTAYIMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -
;' Cernhill is an imposing Georgian house. A brick in the
‘ southwest corner dated 1786 lends the house added signifi-
cance by providing a reference point for dating comparable
' Maryland structures.
The initials "T. F.," located with the date, purportedly
refer to Thelbert Freeland, a member of an influential
family in northeastern Calvert County. The lack of any
Calvert County records before the late nineteenth century
. .makes it impossible to determine if Thelbert Freeland built
Cornhill. .In fact, the entire history of the property
- before the 1890's is a mystery. The earliest known owner
was Thornton' Dorsey. '
| Colonial Maryland records not damaged by the Calvert County
' Courthouse fires reveal than in 1663, the propietor patented
a 350-acre tract of land called Cornehill to Francis Billings+
ly. This tract was described as being ". . . upon the main
ridge betwixt the branchs of Plumpoint Creek and the branchs
of Hunting Creek . . . ." During the majority of the eight-
eenth century, the Mackall family, large Calvert County
landowners, held Cornhill.
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