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Fannie Gibson House 
Lower Marlboro 
Private 

early 19th century and early 
20th century 

Although this appears to be a simple early 
20th century frame house, an extant photo
graph shows the building's original appear
ance as a one-room, one-story cotiage with 
a rear shed addition. Later another section 
was added to the south, and finally all three 
parts were raised to two full stories early 
in this century. The original rear addition 
sits over a stone cellar. The late 19th 
century photograph shows an exterior chimney and 
a single dormer. A picket fence surrounds 
the house, whose front porch shelters fi -ve ~-' ·" 
people vith their dog. An enormous contraption 
supporting a set of swings takes up most of 
the porch. 
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HISTORIC 

Fannie Gibson House 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
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Varden Street (Lower Marlboro Lane) 
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Lower *rlboro VICINITY OF 

STATE 

MD 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT _PUBLIC l(ocCUPIED 

~UILDING(S) X'PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Fannie Gibson 
STREET & NUMBER 

Varden Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Lower Marlboro _ v1c1N1TY0F 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Calvert County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street (MD 765) 
CITY. TOWN 

Prince Frederick 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

r.aJyert 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 
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Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE , Zl.p code 

STATE 

MD 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 
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II DESCRIPTION 

1'EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

CT-296 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X"uNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Although this appears to be a simple early 20th century frame house, an extant 
photograph shows the building's original appearance as a one-room, one-story cottage 
with a rear shed addition. Later another section was added to the south, and finally 
all three parts were raised to two full stories early in this century. The original 
rear addition sits over a stone cellar. The late 19th century photograph shows an 
exterior chimney and a single dormer. A picket fence surrounds the house, whose front 
porch shelters six people with their dog. An enormous contraption supporting a set 
of swings takes up most of the porch. 

The original house was heated by a large exterior chimney at the north gable end. 
Ch the front elevation, a door occupied the north bay while a 9/6 sash window lit 
thes:>uth bay. This house comprised the north parlor and the stair hall of the present 
house. The south addition's interior chimney at the south end, visible in the attic, 
retains metal flashing for the gable of a 1 or it story house. 

In its present form, the three-bay-long house with a central door is covered with 
asbestos shingles and roofed with asphalt shingles. The central cross-gable is lit 
by a 1/1 sash window, as is the north gable end. The other windows contain 6/6 sash. 
Several doors displaying three long, narrow panels each date from the late 19th cen
tury. A screened porch crosses the front, or west facade. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

.l{ 1800-1899 

X19oo-

_____ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_____ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_____AGRICULTURI; 

~RCHITECTURE 
___ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCH ITEC.T 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

This house is one of several buildings in Lower Marlboro that 
evolved in four different building stages. The early photograph 
possessed by Fannie Gibson is the only extant clue to the early 
development of this house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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i)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lri]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Merry Stinson 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Calvert Count.y Hj stori c Si ±es Survey 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 107 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dunkirk 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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