
CT-38 

DELHI PLANTATION ea. 19th. c. 

Extensively remodeled in recent years this two part, two 
and ene half story frame house new only vaguely resembles 
its association with an earlier architectural style. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to Francis G. Stevens in 11Delhl Plantation: The home of 
Mr. and Mrs. G Walter Ewalt" the original house consisted of a log single 
story structure \ti.th a loft that housed the overseer of "Berry" (earlier 
name). It is possible that the plate log was 1-1t1 above the ceiling 
joists which would have technically created a genuine t story. That 
structure appears in a photograph provided by Mr. Ewalt and is unusual 
indeed. It appears to be raised off of the ground at least two feet or 
more and is resting nn a stone foundation. A door in the middle of the 
\dndowler east side does not have the steps it would require. On the 
southeast corner of the south end, however, is a vestibule which Mr. Ewalt 
says provided an entrance. One entered on one level, and then ascended 
steps. There 'W9.s a single room downstairs that was last used as a kitchen 
and there was a loft room above. 

The photograph shows a clapboarded exterior and an interior chimney 
on the south end. This latter feature is not common to log structures 
except for those late Nineteenth Century log houses utilizing flues for 
space heaters. The photographs of the exterior also suggest that there were 
no windows (except for south gable) on the east, or south facades. The 
north wall was attached to the rest of the house. Partially blocked photo­
graphs indicate that the west facade has a recessed pcrrch running accross 
c. 2/3 or its length with the northwest corner being enclosed. This 
enclosure had a small window in it. This building was dismantled and 
some of its materials were reused in.constructing another wing of about 
the .same size in its place. The new wing runs east-west and contains some of 

The portion of the house to which the kitchen wing was attached (B) 
is a tall ·pt story frame structure which once had characteristic 3/3 
knee-windows in the upper story. They have been replaced with tall 
pedimented dormers. 

This building contained one room downstairs and one up and, in 1950 
at least, contained a pedimented porch or portico on the east entrance that 
was supported by champfered posts. 

Hewn framing timbers were observed in the attic of this section of' 
the house as were machine cut nails. 

The main block is really quite Georgian in character, at least in so 
far as it is a tall two story gable-end structure, five bays wide with a 
center hall plan. Five pedimented dormers complete this appearance. On 
the first floor this arrangement provided for a formal gathering room or 
living room and a dining room. These rooms contained fireplaces and were 
placed on either side of a hall containingagrand stairs and opposite end 
entrances. On a hilltop site there was a popular plan in the tidewater 
region which prx:>vided the whole house with cooling breezes in t~ summer. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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A fifteen page history of Delhi was written C. 1966 by Francis G. 
Stevens. It, along with Stein and interviews with the Ewalts, are the main 
sources. 

Photographs taken in 1964 that have been provided by the present 
owner indicate that this house reached a state of poor repair and has 
subsequently received considerable renovation and remodeling. 

It is reported in the Stevens essay that Delhi was part of the larger 
Taney Place. The original grant name was "Berry", after James Berry the 
recepient. According to Stein, ownership was acquired by the Taneys as 
early as the late Seventeenth Century and remained theirs except for a 
brief period until the mid-nineteenth century when the present owners, 
The Rances, acquired it. Berry Plantation was divided by the Hances in 
the Nineteenth century by youne Dorsey Hance with his children receiving 
various parts of his properties. His daughter Lizzie received the middle 
portion now called Delhi. She married James (A?) Bond and the accompanying 
title search demonstrates the chain of ownership since. 

According to Stevens, it was in this century that a visitor to the 
farm gave it the name Delhi, a contraction of "dell" and "High". 
The difference between a farm and a plantation is often debated but the 
generally accepted criteria for a plantation involve size and the existence 
of resident laborers. It is a Southern concept that finds its tradition 
based on slavery. There is no doubt that Delhi was a plantation although 
it seems not to have operated under that name during the plantation era. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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#7 Description contjnued. (CT-38) 

Both of'the upper levels contain large bedrooms "With the uppermost rooms 
being characterized by knee-walls. 

1950's and 60 1 s photographs sho"W that the west facade of the main 
block contained a single story portico that covered only the single bay 
containing the entrance. This entrance has a transom and sidelights. The 
portfoo is square columned "With the inset panels and a cornice decorated "With 
dentils and block-shaped brachets. In recent times it has been 
and replaced with a full t"Wo-story five bay balustraded portico like that 
at Mt. Vernon. The main block also had a decidely Victorian porch on the 
east facade that has been removed and replaced with a late Georgian entrance. 
The porch was partially enclosed by panels and lattice-work utilizing 
diamond shape carvings and a Moorish motif. Both of the porches on the east 
side contained side benches. 

The north 'Wing is an architecturally compatible addition built since 
1960. 

Outbuildines 
The plantation once contained a meathouse, mill, barn, cornhouse, 

tenant house, slave quarters, and probably many other buildings of varying 
dates. Most of these have been removed in modern times except for a late 
Nineteenth Century cornhouse. There are archaeological remains of a row 
of slave quarters. 
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l. STATE 

COUNTY 

TOWN 

STREET NO. 

Maryland 
Calvert County 

VICINITY 

Adelina 

ORIGINAL OWNER ---

ORIGINAL usE Dwe I I i ng 
PRESENT OWNER t.walt family 
PRESENT usE Owe I I i ng 
WALL coNSTRUCTION Frame 
NO. OF STORIES 2-1/2 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVHJTORY CT-38 

2. NAME De I hi PI ant at ion 
Ewalt House 

DATE OR PERIOD early I 9th century 
STYLE Federal 
ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

This as a large Composite structure, very little of which appears 
to be very old. The house dates from the early 19th century 
and has been restored and al~ered from its original state. It 
as 2-1/2 storys in heigh~ with an A-roof. It as 5 bays long 
and 2 rooms deep. lhere are five dormers on each side of the roof, 
they are new. The house as on the site of an 18th century fore­
man's house for Taney Place. The present structure has many 
modern additions. A good early 19th century house, it as an 
no way distinguished architectually. The property is, however, 
well-maintained and the house excellently furnished. There as 
a Copper Beech Tree about ~50 years old on the property. 

•' On Prisorn i_)oim:, below the house, as the site of the 17th century 
town of Calvertown. 

Excellent, but altered 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS,. RE CORDS, PHOTOS, C:: TC. 

fnterior Exterior 

I 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

~.NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

PAB 7/27/67 

DA TE OF RECORD 
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