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RED HALL 

Of interest as one of the earliest gambrel roofed houses 
in Southern Maryland this small frame structure is three bays 
in length with a centrally positioned door. At one end stands 
two matching external chimneys. To this same end elevation 
is a modern one story frame wing. The extef}~EhR.t this house 
is sheathed with random width flush weather~. 

Red Hall was patented in 1667 by Vivian Beall with Captain 
John Bogue. Later owners included William Lyle (17th c.) and 
Mordecai Smith (1815). 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

H. Morrison, in his book Early American Architi...cture , points out 
that it is inaccurate to os~u:ne that the gamb·el roof was a Dutch 
introduction to America :'or " since it was used long before that in 
both New Engls.nd and Maryland 7 in theoe regions , a t le::ist , it may 
certainly be counted on English feature . 11 ~he exact d tc of the first 
gambrel is uncertain, al though Howard Hall in Cambridt;e in lclown to 
h~ve been built in 1674- 7 . 

According to Sta.ii s , A Ilictory of Calvert County, !.~aryla. "" , Red 
Hall was patented in 1 67 a:,d the house built in 1680. StIU ~tu...:·al 
evidence incide the h0use indic tes th t a primary struc~ure of one roo 
down U.'ld one up may have preccd GU J t e later three rooms down , three 
up. Accoraint; to , these additions ond modUicationn o"f 
the chimnes took place i."1 1720. This chimney is on h e ot er!d of 
the house and prob~bly contair.s a peut. 

The house was prob-bly in co.1stant use throu .out the 18th and 
19th Cent::.rie~ , b~t p oto::rraphc docum nt th t in the 20th Centll.ry, 
Hed Hull had been abandone 1 and nearly de:>trc· ed by neglect . Acco!'ding 
to i ts pre::ien t O\'mer , J.:r . Ferry V a.'1 Vleck, it w s even u.;ed as a ban.. 
for thirty- .fiv .. years . : ich of the inter:!.or, however , such as locks , 
doors , a!ld !l3Zlelling had ren:ained. relatively in tact . 

When I.lI'. Van Vleck p~rch~scd the pr perty in 195 , it a.o decided 
for struc tural reaso.s to di3IJUntle the house !l?ld rebuiLt it sin6 ~he 
sa~e materials. At tnis ti e , the added wing on the east end was 
repl ced with a new v1in.; housin0 a odern :i tchen . A .ird c.,ii::ney also 
contain_ng a peut \7 s added to the r1e ... t end of the house . • L.unbing, 
elect r ic fixtures , and a screened- i n porcn are other mod rn add tions, 
but f.Jr the most part Red ball :aintains an aut hentic colonial a.ppearanc .. . 

The steep ambrel roof is covered with 1oode s.rl.n~es , and the 
exterior walls are c ovcr..:d 1i t the r Lgina.l beaded fluoh aiding. These 
box.·d.s vury in . id th ( to 11

) and in the front or southweot facade , 
hey are of a ro gher ct...c _i a.re as ii e as " The .1indo·.vs are 

9/9 and c ntain bublcd >l .,s . Toe u per stor y contai.1s dormers front 
and back wi.th b/6 Vlindons . 

There are many outbui ding$ at Red Hall . 
barns and corn ci·ib, m· farm structur s b ilt 
19th Centrry. Others like the boi.:.rd and batte:i 
s ructures moved to the farm fro~ other arecs b 

Some , like the tob cco 
ost likely durin, the 
cabi 1 are 19th Cent i.ry 
kr. Van Vleck. 

Red Hull 1 ... one of Cale t County' s legal historic districts and 
rests on a 20 ere parcel protected b Calvert County Ordinance 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
11 Red Hall" is located at the end of an 800' drive on the north side of Ward Road, 

about 1600' east of Maryland Route 416, just north of Dunkirk in Calvert County, 
Maryland. 

The 26' square main block is three bays long by two bays deep and rises l~ stories 
in height and faces south. A one-bay-square passage leading to the kitchen addition 
extends from the north side of the east gable end. The one-story kitchen measures 
two bays long by one bay deep. The gable roofs of the passage and kitchen run east­
west, as does the gambrel roof. All these roofs are covered with wooden shakes. 

The north and south facades of the main house are similar, each featuring a 
central door with a 9/9 sash window to either side. Two shed dormers containing 4/4 
sash light either roof slope. A shed-roofed porch supported by plain square posts 
replaces an earlier porch on the south side. The orignal siding and moldings were 
preserved under this porch. 

Two exterior chimneys connected by a brick pent rise along "Red Hall's" east 
gable end. This brickwork, of uneven bond, rests on a base of local stone, which 
contains many fossils. The chimneys serve fireplaces on both floors. Their upper 
stacks, above nominal two-course shoulders, are attached rather than freestanding and 
may have been rebuilt. Two 4/4 sash windows are positioned between the chimneys on the 
second floor. A louvered vent pierces the gable. A 4/4 sash window lights the pent. 
One 9/9 sash window appears in the south corner on the first floor. The modern 
entrance to the original stone cellar is located under this window. 

"Red Hall 's 11 west end contains a central window on the first floor (lighting 
a closet under the stair) and two 4/4 sash windows on the second floor. A modern 
brick chimney now surrounds the lower window and narrows into a stack rising between 
the upper windows. 

The connecting passage is lighted by a 4/4 sash window in both its north and 
south facades. The kitchen's east end is covered by a wide modern brick chimney, 
replacing an earlier chimney. On the south facades, a 4/4 sash window is located in 
the west bay and a door in the east bay. On the north facade, the window is on the 
ease and the door on the west. The connector and kitchen both rest on stone founda­
tions. 

The original flush beaded random-width weatherboards, ranging in width from 411 

to l '1 11
, still sheath the south side of the main house. The rest of the house, 

including the passage and kitchen, is sheathed in a reproduction of this siding. 

The floor plan consists of a 15'-wide parlor along the south side and two back 
rooms along the north side. The west end of the front parlor is walled off by a 
vertical beaded-board partition. At the south end of this partition is a door with 
six raised panels that opens into a space from which a flight of stairs rises along the 
west wall. The stair turns in its upper corner, with a short flight completing the rise 
to the second floor. A similar door at the north end of the partition leads to a closet 
under the stair. Access to the cellar was originally provided by a trap door in the 
closet floor. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1. 
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The north and south sides of the parlor are sheathed in wide, raised-panel wains­
coting. The panels along the east end fireplace wall replace the originals and are 
narrower. The main front door leading into the parlor is composed of eight panels-­
two horizontal rectangles each at top and bottom, two squat vertical rectangles 
below the door knob, and two longer vertical rectangles above the doorknob. The 
other ffirst-floor doors in the main house each contain six panels. 

A door in the center of the north parlor wall opens into a 10 1 -wide dining room. 
An approximately 10' x 10' unheated den occupies the northwest corner of the house. 
The south wall of this room is sheathed with vertical beaded boards. An ogee molding 
covers the tops of these boards under the exposed joists. A beaded board partition 
separates the den from the dining room, which is heated by a fireplace in the east 
wall. A narrow six-panel door to the south of the fireplace leads to the pent, and 
a door to the north opens into the passage leading to the kitchen. 

The ceiling joists in the main house are beaded and exposed. Those in the 
connector and kitchen are hewn and hand-sawn, exposed but neither beaded nor planed. 
These two added rooms feature doors of six shallow panels each. The connector is 
sheathed in random-width flush horizontal boards. 

The second floor plan consists of two bedrooms along the north side and a hall 
and bedroom along the south side. A modern bath and closet have been inserted along 
the south side of the hall. The two east bedrooms are heated by fireplaces. The 
second floor doors are similar to those on the first floor, although they have four 
panels rather than six. The dormers lighting the second ffoor are framed in simple 
beaded boards. 

The attic construction at the east end includes a large rectangle framed to 
accommodate the stack of an interior chimney. In the cellar the framing for the 
first floor provides for two corner fireplaces--one in the parlor and one in the 
dining room--sharing a corrmon interior chimney stack. The present double end 
chimneys replaced the original stack in the second quarter of the 19th century. All 
the consturction is of hewn and pit-sawn members, elaborately mortised, tenoned, and 
pegged together. 

The cellar was vented by small rectangular openings filled with horizontal slats. 
Interior stone walls once divided the cellar into several spaces. 

Small ogee moldings frame the two first floor fireplaces, which are topped by 
-simple mantel shelves of a later perioO On the second floor, the two fireplaces 

.ire surrounded by moldings featuring a cyma reversa stepping down to a bead and then 
to a small ogee. The mantel shelves display a Greek ovolo and astragal molding. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2. 
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The fireplace surrounds may be reused from the original fireplaces, which are thought 
to have been rebuilt. 

The first floor architraves employ three different moldings--a cyma reversa, 
cyma reversa with astragal, and ogee--each followed by a small ogee. On the second 
floor, the architraves begin'with a simple ogee, stepping down to a flat board 
ending in a bead. The only original exterior window sills survive on the south 
windows, where curved sill tops a large cavetto molding followed by a beaded board. 

A balustrade separates the top of the stairwell from the hall. The square 
newel post, topped by a simple square cap, is braced by a curved block ending in 

---a prominent bead. Square balusters support a banister with flat top that slopes 
down on either side to a prominent bead, then to a flat side ending in a smaller 
bead. 

All the doors in the main block feature beaded styles, rails, and panels. 
The door into the hyphen has a shallow cyma reversa molding in its styles and 
rails, which hold slightly raised panels. The hyphen-to-kitchen door includes a 
small bead in its framing. The two exterior kitchen doors are very simple, with 
slightly raised panels. 

A cemetery near the house includes the grave of Mordecai Smith, as well as 
those of several Sommervills and Steuarts. 

An early 20th century barn and a corn crib stand northwest of the house. 
The Van Vlecks built a small caretaker's house and moved the following three 
buildings to 11 Red Hall": 

Methodist Vestibule 

This one-story frame structure, standing north of the main house, was once the 
vestibule of a local 19th century Methodist church. Narrow, lapped weatherboards 
cover the building. Ogee-carved brackets support the eaves, and the roof is 
covered with wood shingles. The entrance, facing south, includes double doors, 
each with one long panel above a shorter panel, and a semi-circular transom divided 
into four pie-shaped segments. Mr. Van Vleck has fitted out the interior as a 
mock outhouse. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #3. 

------ --------~- - -----------
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This l~-story log cabin, covered with board and batten siding, was built in 
1851 in Takoma Park, Maryland, near Washington, D.C. It stood on a tract called 
11 The Girl's Portion. 11 Lillian Clark, a descendant of the original builder, donated 
the building to Mr. Van Vleck. The building was always occupied by white people 
and was never a slave cabin, despite its similar appearance. President Abraham 
Lincoln reportedly visited Henry Jones, the cabin's builder. 

The cabin now stands southwest of 11 Red Hal 111 and faces east. Its wooden­
shingled gable roof runs north-south. A porch with shed roof supported by four 
square posts runs along the east side. An exterior chimney replacing the original 
one rises along the north end. Beaded-board batten doors are centered on the east 

- and west facades. A 6/6 sash window appears on either side of the east door. Two 
six-pane casement windows light either gable end. An enclosed stair turns in the 
southwest corner before running straight along the south wall to the loft. The 
14 1 511 x 20 1 511 cabin rests on a concrete and brick foundation. 

Christ at the Sea: Russian Orthodox Chapel 

This chapel was built at Cove Point in 1940 by Nathalie Scheffer. At the time, 
Mrs. Scheffer, a Russian immigrant, was an iconographer, serving as Chief of the 
Slavic Division at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, D. C. She and her friends worked 
weekends building a pavilion and cottage at their retreat called Tryn Trava. 
Engineer Dimitri Birkin of Budd Manufacturing Company, Phildelphia, designed the 
chapel. It was built by Birkin, Mrs. Scheffer's two sons, Peter and Dimitri, and 
Captain Lusby of Lusby, Maryland. The chapel is named after an ancient, small 
wooden chapel 11 Spas na Boru 11 (Christ in the Woods), which was located near Moscow 
until it was destroyed in the Russian Revolution. 

This small, pentagonal frame building is covered with horizontal half-logs to 
simulate the original chapel's construction. Its pointed roof is topped with an 
eight-pointed Russian Orthodox cross above a small onion-shaped 11 cupola 11

• The door 
contains two long panels and faces north. A small, single-pane window appears in 
either wall adjacent to the door. The interior was painted beautifully with icons 
by Mrs. Scheffer. A table once served as an alter. 

--------------------------------
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The small, gambrel-roofed frame house called "Red Hall" rests on the crest of a 
slope rising from a ravine. The curving entrance drive is edged with dogwoods backed 
by white pines. Boxwood surrounds the house and trees shade the lawn. Several frame 
outbuildings complete the rustic setting. 

This house was believed to stand on the tract called Red Hall, but tract maps1 
show that the Red Hall tract is closer to the Patuxent River. The house actually 
stands near t~e intersection of the original tracts :Callendar", "Turner's Place", and 

"Welch Poole". Hereafter, the house will be referred to as "Red Hall", although this 
does not relate to the tract named Red Hall. 

"Red Hall" was painstakingly restored by Perry and Louise Van Vleck in 1954. It 
..-is perhaps the earliest gambrel-roofed house in Calvert County. The Emory Jones House 

;T-14) is a gambrel house that is similar, though slightly later in date. 

The original architraves, doors, wainscotina, and beaded-board partitions, along 
with the unique newel brace, at "Red Hall" constitute soJIE of the most complete original 
woodwork in Calv'=rt County. The survival of this fine woodwork is especially unusual 
for such an early house. The floor plan is also ori~inal and is unusual for its 
asymmetrical form. The stone cellar at "Red Hall" is one of the fe1 .. in Calvert County, 
but one of several in the immediate vicinity, which include Welch Poole (CT-113), 
and Thomas Smith house (CT-84). 

Historically, "Red Hall" represents the lifestyle of the wealthy and influential 
Smith family of Smithville in the second half of the 18th century. 

"Red Hall's" present property boundaries are almost identical to those on the 
1833 plat the title search leads to. This plat of the 144 3/4-acre property was 
drawn by James P. King, Surveyor of Calvert County, for Mordecai Smith, Jr. Smith's 
gravestone (1777-1842) stands in the cemetery near "Red Hall". Although Mordecai 
bought several parts of the tract "~eel Hall", the descriptions of these properties 
differ from those on the 1833 plat. He probably inherited the several tracts 
included in the plat from his father, Mordecai Smith, Sr. (1737-1785), or from h!s 
uncle, Daniel Smith, although there are no extant records that would prove this. 

In the 1783 tax assessment Daniel Smith owned 351 acres of Highland, Callendar, 
and Welch Poole, while Mordecai Smith, Sr. owned 1,126 acres of Highland, Smith 1 s 

,....Chance, and Turner's Place. Mordecai Sr. 's mo~her, Cassandra, took over her husband 
~than Smith's estate after his death in 1751. According to the Calvert County Debt 

~oaks, Cassandra acquired 77 acres of Callendar from John Tannehill and 72~ acres of 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #4. 
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· ~LL CONSTRUCTION ' d . . I 

,>t!aue :>11 1 1> ei 
NO. OF STORIE5?. , 

2. NAME 

HJ STOP.IC AMERICAN OUILDI NGS SURVEY 
INVEMTORY 

1.t:~ :,a I ..:re r · ·o 

DA TE OR PERIOD luou- li'LI 
STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILD EK' 

. !tH'Y 1 .. , ,,J .;'"1;,:01'~ I 
, 11 I I i t.1: ;1 i_y I t... 

3. FOR Ll8RARY OF CONGRESS USE 

~ 'OTA8LE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANP DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC :o 

Ti si !'i house 1 s a very 0 I J , ,arv I un<l Ju~:1iJ1•c I wi th u ::>teeµ I y 
itched r.rnf . ·,-he hou3e i~ s i (\Cd 1.:hrou,:Jhou·..: w i \:h b(;,10~0 sl1i p l .:J,• 

i 01 -

si2i119 . I i: 1s thr1.-.e bdys \./i ..Je 1-1 i ti1 u µ.:111e l l ed Joor 011 t.hc l eft s i <l 
·1he w i m:10\./!;; are '7/'9 and hdve very o I \.! bui.:>b I y 8 lass . "lilt l'C: dl'C 1.wo 

s l.cC: Jor111er::. 011 both 1:he·Fr ont a11d buc~ of ·i:r1c iiou.:> e with \J/u w in-

.. 01.s . Jne end (i.:tie l uft) i1us a <lou01e c:: i :.m<.:y t-Ji1..:1 .. : sin':Jle stvrt 

!.Jl' l t:k µent nO\v j)urti dlly covc r~J uy q J at,r~r J ~ ::;l;or,:y ch.Jdi~i,rn . 
1 :il.! house 1s ve r y o l J d1 .d r~:.n.s ~nu 1·ock founJ.:Jt i o1: . The; outL•a i I J 
11qs .Jre o l d , and I i kt! 1;he house , 11 1 exc<.!1 l<:!nt con.; i tion. 

:.r. Si:~ i n says in : ,i s book on ~ulvcrt Count:y---

that .\cd i ia I I w~is 1Ji1tern.1:.:J in I uu7 l.>~ Vivi ...Jll !ka 11 ci11J 

.u;Jt.cl in John .:>09ut! a n d ucqu ircu s h ortly ci1t::r•t::uft.__ 1• i.>¥- ~.i 11 i u1:1 Lv le. 
1 ;,t:: :,ouse ,.;._.s t>.i i It i rt I v.)0 crnd rei.:a i n !d i n i:i1e L y I e fa111 i I y unt i ( 
I ~ I -i , hht:n i t was so I J -co • • 01·~t:ca i ~:·1 i th . 

;..J-a() ta..!Lv._ dtAfa-- rlfL,~ ~ f?U1.'u:> R7 ..)..Q_~ ~ 
( t1A-- v .4. c « 

'1 (() S(IU ?CES (j\ulhor. Tille. Po9u} 

• . ···'-. Pi '."CIR;;;, PHO TCS, <;TC 

e Ill ••rior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, AD!JRESS ANO TITLE <•F RECOIWER 

• •• ~1 I \ . 
• I 

ul' I n .-.1 ·'-111 



CT-\.{ 

~me of Applicant: Perrv ? • -r.d Louise D. Var. ·;i .. c'..· 

Mai ling Address: 

Namt;? of Property: " Po~ u.,11 11 • Dl·nyirk, Mr.>r;-1 .,-~ 

Location: Election District: tXX2X 3: Cowmunity: Dun'Yirk 

Adjoining Road(s) Route #J,. '?"':".? '-lard ?oad 

Assessors Map No . (v 63 ~&qfi: Map Coordinates: 

.-\rea: 

Netes and Bounds Description(s): ittachr~ 
~--------------------------........ ----------~ 

Survey Plat or Tax Map Extract: Attach to application 

O\lt11er of Record : Perr~r E . P. Louise D. 11<>.!'.. "!l"cv 
JIB 0/209 

Deed Reference: J-·~~.~~r--·~,._ ____ _ 
County Zoning District: Aariculture 

Adjoining Property 01mers (2): Ed..,;in and J<qther:.ne · 'a.rd . Charle:; ' ·f?1to11, et :-i1, Do'J"'ld -::-

Significance of Site (Describe significant elements of cultural, social, economic, 
political or architectural history, or other basis for requesting designation) (2): 

o~ c~;t~vil1P) i~ tr~ ~ost outsta~d:na exa~nle of ~~~~eition Ar~hitPctu~e in t~e Uni.tP~ qtater- . 

Puih in lff-7 .17 ~ote-rt <t?"lC Eli.z<.i:Pt°!" Ly)pc::, it r.:a- s:.wed in its 0,..-5,..,.,1 conditinn ~1.~ce b0 i"!P­

b . ..il t excent for ~ode-n heatir.tr , ;>l u.'nl"-inP.' .qnd ehct~ · ·t~ . The house re"'l::ained in t'l-\E? L ~1 oc; F1!"'; l:v 

Ul"ti: J a15 ·.;hep ::o-rr'lic4 l\ Smit11 l::ourrht the oronertv !'ror, 11/illiam Ivl"s egtRte fo- '" 4 ~ 5ister 

'-;r·- :: ,...ith lvle~ . "'"P Tvles cfo-ri"'!P.' t'he lPth r.Pr-:u.""7 :-~1a hiah of~i~P ).r +he i:~~·.r1 -.,a ~olonv 
... ... ~ !'-.,,., -r.e~cers j"' "- 1 P ".:on:J~ent<>l A=~r under r.e:~r~l ··"?~hi.,~or . 

Other Remarks (2): Yecbers o!' the Lirles F:u?lil·: ::ar!'ied into thP fol1o•,:ine f':.."'14 lic"' of C:ilv~rt 
Coun':..1r. Sonrr.ervi Ue, C'riith , Fowie , Clag~ett , Chew 

Attachments (3): Pictu;-e , le-:-al descri-c~ion of the 20 acres 

Sig;?atu:-e of 

Concu~rcnce cf Ot-ner: 

~ Such a3: Photos; Deeds or Historicol noc~~ents; Plats; etc. 
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RED HALL 

Red Hall, the ancestral seat of the Lyle family, was patented in 1667 
by Ninian Beall and Captain John Bogue or Boage. It was acquired 
shortly. thereafter by William Lyle. The old house was built in 1680 and 
retained by descendants of William Lyle until about 1815, when it was 
sold to Mordecai Smith. 
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