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SHARP’S OUTLET late 18th. c.
& ca. 1840

The first floor level of theésmain block of this three
part frame house is of log construction which was originally
sheathed on the exterior with shiplap weatherbearding. This
ipitial stage was remodeled in the mid-19th. century when the
two wings were added.




(Capsule)

Sharps Outlet

Late Nineteenth Century and c. 1840

According to the Maryland Historical Trust, the first-floor level of the
main block of this three-part frame house is of log construction which was
originally sheathed on the exterior with shiplap weatherboarding. This
initial stage was remodeled in the Mid Nineteenth Century when the two wings

were added. The exterior some fine details such as the carved brackets
beneath the eaves.

The most notable of the surviving outbuildings is a large tobacco barn
west of the house.
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Sharps Outlet

Barn:

South of the house on the west side and right next to the o0ld rozd between
Port Reoublic and Broomes Island is a tobacco barn of some age.

This is a large barn whaich in its ori.inal state consisted of three bays
and =z shed., The main bvloc:: still is a tri-partite barn with a central passaje.
The construction is post-and-beam with heavy hewn memvers joined via mortise-
and-tenon with trunnels, Liany of the older hewn vieces have been revlaced by
circular sawn pieces and nailed into pl.ce. The main block measures 52' x 20!
and was divided by four transverse sills. It is a thirteen-room tarn. “he
side plates are scarfed at approximately mid point, and it is suprosed that
the sills were not continuous but broxen at tine siie doors. This neavy
frame rests on piers of aocout 16" in heignht that are mede of either secrap
brick or fieldstones.

On the south wall of the main block, the lack of nail holes on the south

)

rafters plus the wide spacings of what ap ears to be original siding ar
indications that the 14' shed on this side is originsl. It may have hous=d
a press. There are no sills in this portion of the bazrn, and it is supported
by tre:~posts mortised imto hewn plates and FTixed with pe 's. The 52' side
slate is scarf-joined in *the middle over the entrance.

The vresence of this shed makes coverin; ths west wall of the main block
practically unneccessary. That the random width weatherboards of that wall have

1" spaces inbetween them suggests an awareness of the fact. It is possible



that ‘the shed may not have been enclosed originally and then would only
suffice to keep out precipitation but not damazing winds.

The presence of battens on the west end of the south wall ma be the result
of havingz housed livestock, and it may also be an indication that a "curing
apparatus" wzs used. 0Ollie Bowen (age eizhty-nine years) remembers that either
this barn or the one withia sisnt of it on an adjoining vroperty had such a
device,

although it contains the szme type and age materials as the rest of the
barn, the north shed does not appe.r to be oririnal. It is 12' x 52' and is

also sup.orted by tree-vosis mortised into hewn plates. Its rafters join the

[er]

north wall at tne plutes, however, where those o the sou:ch shed are inte-rated
into the roof frame of the main block. Xail holes and broken nails on the
outside of the nortn wall of the main structure indicate that tzis wall
contzined flush sidinz exposed to the weather.

The nzils in the orizinal siding =ad in the rafters and collars are

square head macuaine-cut nails,
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