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SHARP'S OUTLET late 18th. c. 
fl ca. 1840 

The first floor level of thesmain block of this three 
part frame house is of log construction which was originally 
sheathed on the exterior with shiplap weatherboarding. This 
ioitial stage was remodeled in the •id-19th. century when the 
two wings were added. 
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(Capsule) 

Sharps Outlet 

Late Nineteenth Century and c. 1840 

According to the Maryland Historical Trust, the first-floor level of the 
main block of this three-part frame house is of log construction which was 
originally sheathed on the exterior with shiplap weatherboarding. This 
initial stage was remodeled in the Mid Nineteenth Century when the two wines 
were added. The exterior some fine details such as the carved brackets 
beneath the eaves. 

The most notable of the surviving outbuildings is a large tobacco barn 
west of the house. 
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CONDITION 
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 
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_LAW 
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_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 
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_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
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_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 
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_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

,STATE COUNTY 
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NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 
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TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Sharps Outlet 

Barn: 

South of the house on the 'Nest side and right next to the old roc.d between 

Port Republic and Broomes Island is a -;:;obacco barn of some age. 

This is a large barn w~ich in its ori ·inal sta~e consistei of three bays 

and a shed. The main bloc"~ still is a -;:;ri-partite barn wi'~h a central passa,-;e. 

The construction is post-and-beam with heavy hewn members joined via mortise­

and-tenon with trun..YJ.els. ~.ia.ny of the older hewn pieces have been rec laced by 

circular sa·,',n pieces and nailed into :;il .ce. The main block measures 52' x 20' 

and was divided by four transverse sills. It is a thirtcen-room :am. .::·he 

side plates are scarfed at approx::.mately mid point, and it is sup::osed that 

the sills were not continuuu.s but bro~en at the ai:ie d.oo .. 's. 'rhis heavy 

frame rests on piers of a·oout 1611 in heignt that are made of either scrap 

brick or fieldstones. 

On the so:.;_th wall of the :nain block, the 19.ck of nail holes on the south 

rafters plus the wide spacin; of what ap ears to be original siding are 

indications that the 14 1 shed on this sirie is original. It may have housed 

a press. l'here 3.J:'e no sills in this portion of the barn, ar,;:i it is supported 

by tre ·-~josts mortised into he"m plates and fixed w'... t. pe ·s. The 52' side 

Jlate is scarf-joined in the middle over the entr8Jlce. 

The presence of this shed ::iakes coverin,; th-:: w2st wall of the z:o.in block 

prac-;:;ically unneccessary. That the random ·,-;idth •;12atherboards of that wall have 

1,;11 spaces inbet:.'een the.w. suggests an awareness of the fact. It is possible 
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that the 3hed may not have been enclosed oriGina:Lly and then wou:Ld only. 

suffice to keep out precipitation but not dama~ing winds. 

Page 2 

The presence of battens on the west end of the south wall rna· be the result 

of havin;; housed liv:ostock, and it :na:.c also be an indication that a "curing 

apparatus" v12s used. Ollie Bo·:ren (age eichty-nine years) renembers tnat either 

tnis bai'n or the one within si:)1t of it on a..>J. ad~j oinin; propsrty had such a 

device. 

;i.1 though it contains the sd.Tll.e t;rpe and age mate.:'ials as tl:e rest of the 

barn, the north shed does not a::;pe r to be orL:inal. It is 12 1 x 52 1 and is 

also .:;up ;orted by tree-?osts mortised inc;o hevm plates. Its r:::.:fte_·s join the 

north v18.ll at the pl:;tes, howev·~r, :.'here those o:· t!1e ::;ou ~h shed are inte -rated 

into the roof frame of the main blo-:::k. ~iail holes ond broken nails on the 

outside of the north wall of the main structure in:iicate that t~:is ·,vall 

cont2ined flush sidin.:; ex_;rnsed to the weather. 

The nails in the ori;in::i.l Sleil::-_;; c;.id. in th;; r::;.fters and co::...L;rs are 

square head rrcac_1ine-cut nails. 

- ---- --·----·---- -----------------
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Sha~p's Dubiel 
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