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LITTLE COVE FARM ea. 19th. c.

Remodeled in the mid-19th. century this three part frame
house wit h three exterior chimneys commands a fine view of
the Patuxent River,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The exterior of this house with its Nineteenth Century and Twentieth
Century additions hides the fact that it is composed of two distinct
sections each having its own architectural character. These are an
early log house and a post-and-beam frame house that was added at a
later date. The log section comprises the east wing and now houses
the dining room. In a closet beneath the stairs and in the attic of
the modern wing, the log walls are exposed; they are comprised of 9"
wide logs that are over 1' thick. (The doorway leading from the dining
room to the breezeway measures 23" in depth.) They are V-notched with
fieldstone-and-mortar chinking. This was a true 1 1/2-story house with
one room downstairs and one above. The present room is nearly square
measuring 16' along the south wall and 15'8" along the east wall.

The interior has retained the exposed ceiling joists which appear
to have been pit-sawn. Nail holes suggest that the joists were once
covered. There is a distance of 8' between the bottom of the joists and
the floorboards. There is a staircase in the southwest corner of the
room that is unusual so far as it is not enclosed as is usually the
case. Instead, it has a sguare post and bannister that is vaguely
suggestive of the Chinese Chippendale at
In the corner of the closet beneath these stairs, a piece of beaded
baseboard moulding was observed. No doubt it once furnished the whole
room. The presence of this moulding and the bannister suggest that at
an early date the interior of this room had a finished appearance that
was somewhat more elegant than the log houses of laborers, for instance,
where the logs are often left exposed on the interior.

Like most other early log houses, however, this one has an orienta-
tion in which the fireplace is of primary importance. The fireplaces
in this house have been revamped in modern times but the chimneys which .
serve them are original. The log house has a chimney on the east end
that is made entirely of brick, except for a stone base which is about
1' high.

The original appearance of the exterior is as yet undetermined.
On the east gable end that is now contained by the modern addition,
circular sawn clapboards attached with cut nails were observed. It is
assumed that this is replacement material. Some log houses have been
recorded which for many years had their logs exposed on the exterior
but then received clapboards or weatherboards in modern times. It was
observed, however, that on the exterior of the north wall there were
"studs" attached to the logs with large nails or spikes that had irregu-
lar shaped heads. These studs facilitate horizontal siding on the broken
surface of this log structure and these nails which fasten them appear
to be early, thus suggesting that the log house had clapboards from an
early period. No evidence of whitewash was seen on the exterior surfaces
of the logs, and it is possible that clapboards were always present.
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The historical accuracy of this name needs to be documented, and
this site should not be confused with the early Twentieth Century
farmhouse called "Little Cove" at Cove Farm on St. Leonard's Creek.

Further study is needed on this property to answer:

1) 1Is it like Stonesby and other houses in that it has an elabor-
ate two story addition made about mid-century or was their an
addition made to the log house that was then later Victorian-

—_ ized?

2) When was the log house built?

3) What is the social history connected with the house?

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

One last clue to original exterior appearance was provided by the
dirt cellar that was dug out in modern times. It allows a look at the
under-structure which is made up of hewn floor joists resting on massive
sills. The sills rest on fieldstone piers which raised the house about
15" off of the ground.

The same attic space which allows one to see the exterior walls of
the log house also contains an exposed portion of the west wing frame.
It can be seen that this end hall double parlor addition is a near post-
and-beam structure. Fairly heavy hewn and sawn pieces make up a system
of uprights, plates, and braces that are interlocked by mortise-tenon
joints fixed with trunnels. This part of the house is a full two and a
— half stories in height.

The exterior portion of this house is illusive in appearance. The
side-hall plan and massive interior chimney give an early Nineteenth
Century appearance. The brackets and exaggerated deep cornices, however,
are a Victorian element which it shares with nearby Brooke Place Manor
(CT-46) and Stonesby (CT-47). These two early buildings are said to
have been remodeled in the 1850's by the same builder (along with Oak-
land Hall), and he may well have been involved with Little Cove Farm.

The interior is reminiscent of Stonesby too, in as much as the
"double parlor" plan consists of a large room and a small room that have
fireplaces which share an interior chimney. Although it is the result

of additions, one can not help but realize that the older part of
"Stonesby" has the same arrangement.

There is a mantelpiece in the largest (south) parlor that is unlike
any seen thus far in the survey (July 14, 1977). It is a large mantel
(5'4" wide), the entire face of which is covered with various width
ogee mouldings. The center is interrupted with a trapezoidal "key" that
was so characteristic of Federal era design.

The portion of this house which literally and figuratively brings
the east and west wings together is the hall. 1In many ways, it is the
most architecturally expressive "room" of all. It features a grand
staircase and entrances on opposite ends. One enters the old and the
newer portions of the house by opposite side doors. The stairs have a
panelled enclosure which contains a storage space. It is made nearly
elegant by a newel post with an ornate oak cap that suggests the second
Empire by its rounded Mansard Shape. These stairs serve all three levels

where there are a total of four bedrooms. All but one of these has its
own fireplace.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET NO. 2
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

What is presumed to be the main entrance to this house is on the
southwest (towards river) side. Large double doors are framed by a
transom with sidelights. These are filled with rose colored glass which
creates a specific mood, especially towards the end of the day. These

doors and the single door at the opposite end of the hall (north) have
an obvious advantage in the summer.
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4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIP TION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO

This is a large house with a rather gently sloping A-roof. It is
3 bays wide and 2 bays deep. all of the windows are 6/6 sashes.
The door occupies the left front bay and has an overlight and
sidelights. There is a heavy Greek Revival cornice with a row of
elaborate brackets under it. There is an exterior brick chimney
at the right end of the house which is separated frowm the wall.

Jn the right end of the house is a 2 bay wide I-1/2 story addition
with its A-roof extending out to make a porch. There is one
peaked dormer on the front and one on the back roof of this
addition. The roof on the back of this addition is a catslide

'PHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

- one. T1he house faces the river and has a lovely setting. It is
© not terribly unusual, but was one of the few houses of this perio
¢ discovered in Calvert County.
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