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MAIDSTONE 1678 (?) 

One of the earliest frame houses surviving in Southern 
Maryland is Maidstone. Of one and one half story height, it 
possesses many interesting architectural features including 

• + . ~"'1~1> 0 tlft8 ... t. the T shaped chimney, stee~tX .. 9Y1 ed (58 ~1roof, and exposed 
beaded ceiling joists. A ~1'llfe square headed interior 
fireplace stands at one end of a large front room (parlor) 
while the present dining room (hall) has a- ~-cornered 
fireplace with later 18th. century paneling. These two rooms 
constitute the initial stage of construction. A hall and two 
rooms were added at a later date. 

A brick in one chimney bears the date 1678 but it is 
not known if this is the actual construction date. 
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Fo"" 10·300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Julr 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

11. NAME 
COMMON: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type oil entries - complete applicable sections) 

Maidstone 
ANOIOl'I HISTOA1C: 

Maid Stone, Canaan 

ITMEE.T ANC' "4UM8£R1 

MWl1 C'l'- 5 

STATE: 

MHrvland 
COUNT Yr 

CHlvert 

I 

_.Q.1] ! :l.1 •.u~. ~~ 1;!? __ J~l .1~ ~ l.!__R _0_11_d_(..:._M_a_r-=y,_l_an __ d_R_o_u_t_e_2_6_0_) ________________ -l 
CITY Oil TOWNI 

Owirwn 
I~ A Tli. 

Maryland 
13. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Checlr One) 

P.q Bui ldln9 0 Dlatrict 

f"I Site ( · 1 !'ltrur IUfll 

l J Ob1ect 

0 Public 

IJtJ PrlYote 

1.:_J Botti 

I cooi:: 1cout1TV• 

I ?Ii I Cnlvert 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acqul altlon: 

f"] In Proceu 

[J Beln9 Considered 

-

ST A TUS 

lXl Occupied 

I I UnoccupleJ 

Cl Preurvation work 
In pra9reaa 

PfllltlRN T lJI&: (C't1ec:lr On" or Moro•• Approprlete) 

0 A9riculturcil [] 

0 C111t1111erclal 0 
0 EducotionGI 0 
.:J Entertainment 0 

Government 0 
Industrial 00 
Militory 0 
Muaeum 0 

Park 

Private Reaidence 

Reli9iaua 

Scientific 

0 Tranapartcitlon 

0 Other (Speo/ly) 

I CODE 

I 009 

ACCESSIBL~ 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

II Restricted 

LI Unreatrlcted 

ac Na 

0 Comment1 

, l z f <C. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
''WNL~ IS N .... A'M'i..: -·-----------····-·-----------------
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w Mwld~tone 

(,;I TV 01'1 TOWN: 

Owinr:s 
l .... 5-• ..i.l.-0-CATioNO'Ft:'Ebi.-Cbesc·R Ip TION 

COURTHOUSE, Ai:GllTAV OP' DEEO_S_ •• _E._T_C_: -------

Hell of Records 
ITRf:l:T ANO NUMCJ!:R: 

St· .. Jo!.!11§.._,Q_Ql.J e•i:o Cnmpns 
CITY OH TOWN1 

l
~TATf. 

Annepolis MeryJ~n_n_d _____ -J..._-~ 
'16. REPRESENmlONI :__N __ E:::.X~l;,..:;.S..;..T.:....IN...;G;....S.;..;U;....R.;,.V_E.;,.Y_S ______________________ -1 

TITt..I: CF SURVEY: 

Mnryland Rer,lster of Historic sites nnd !find.marks 
CATE OF SURVf;V: -1q70 Cl Fed~ral-· IXl State I I Caunty r-1 Lacal 
Cl~POSITORV FOR SURVIEV REC:OACS: 

__ M·~~y~1 1 1_1AJ.!J::]Lori_c1.ll_!!'~~---- --------·-·-----.,:----------1 
ITFU El ANl> NUMl;lliM: • 

9~. Collece Avenue ----------
!
STATE;-·-· 

Mnrylnnd 
CITY OR TO.,N: 
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0 Fair 0 Good Gij Eacellent ,_ CONDITION 

(Chock One) 

0 Deteriorated 

MHT 

0 Ruins 0 Un .. posed 

(Check One) (Checll Ono) 

0 Altered [jj Unaltered n Moved Ga Original Sit• 
QIUC:l'llDE THE PRE_S_t:_N_T-AND ORIGINAL (If llnown) PHYSl_C_A_L_A_P_P_E~AR_A_N_C_E---------='--------.i 

Maius Lono i ~-1 locuted ou Che!ltlJ)tlal<o !1.e:1c.:l1 Ho:1d on Lho 

southwest 3j de of Mnryland Route ?ho 8pprox1mntely two miles 

n"orthwest of Owinr:s, MarylF-nd. The house is one ei~hth mile 

due west from the intersection of MarylHnd Route 260 nnd the 

Anne Arundel County-Calvert County line • 

'L'td:.i t1•)UflO in plcturoflquo 11ncl rn<Hii0v:1l with lt~1 nLeopJy 

(;>8 de~roo~) slopt111~ roof'. 'Phe roof' ex.tendn out ovor tile 

north and south .facudes of the house to form :1 porch i.n triJ

ditional Marylnnd colonial style. The mnin house iR four bay~ 

wide end two deep. The door occupies the Recond bny from the 

west. A1 l of tl1e windows i:ire six over six.. There nre three 

:ilJ< OVOl" :Ji X r)<~·.J~od rlormor:1 nn b0th tho 110T'l.l1 !1n1i ~nll Lh ronf
1
:1. 

A medievr-il' T ... sht=1pect chiml'ley is enclosed withln the weRt end 

of the houne cont·tining ·,~ br]ck dnted J(J78. 'I1l1is c~dmney is 

so. hePvy thrit it hns slowly been pull in~?; the house to one side 

as it tilts with 8ee. The house is noticeRbly leonin~ to one 

side. Mqidstone was originally three bays wide; the fourth 

br:iy on t.liA wo:~t nnri t.ho ona ~in<l ono h"J f shn•y ld t;chen on 

the west \Jere ~idded nround 1800. 

'rhe. kitchen has its own chimney on the west end. There 

are two out-buildings with old beruns and rough hewn horizontal 

siding. The steeply pitched roofs or the out-buildings have 
1-t slrrill:1r• rl.e.•-i;ron nf pjtch n~ the mwin bnil(li.ni-~. 

The 1~rounds nre well maintRined and there are stnnds of 

very old boxwood plants. 
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Ml r·r c·1·- ~; 

StGMtFtCANCE 

PER•OO (Cho"' One 01 More •e Appruprl11le) 

0 Pre-Col.,.bion l 0 16th Century 

0 15th Centvry !XI 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElll ,,, Appllca'1ile and IC.-1\) Rf te 
AftE41 O" llGNllflCANCE (Chec:lc One cwllore •• Approprl•le) 

Cl 18th Century 

Cl 19th Century 

Abor iginol 0 Education n Political 

LI P .. hi•torlc n En11ln•erin9 ('J Religion/Phi. 

0 Hiatorlc O Industry louph; 

0 A11ric11lt11,. O Inv-lion O Science 

IXJ Architecture L} lendacepe (] Sculpture 

0 Art 

0 c-.. ce 

0 c-munlcatlona 

0 Canaorvatlan 

IT .. TtMENT OF SIGNllflCANCE 

Architecture 

0 Literatvre 

0 Military 

0 Muaic: 

0 Sac1ol/Human· 

itorian 

O Theater 

[J T ransparlotion 

l I 20th Century 

[l Urban Planning 

(-1 Other (St•udly) 

M:• lei:: 1.0111;, <mo or l;J IU l'ow ux Lnul; lll'cld toe Lt11•11l (J Y. :Jrnplus 

of the ~evont.oonth-centnry medievnl inflnence in Mrtryl ·ind, 
t 

WAS owned by three successive e;enerntions of the Chew fami~y 

over a span of more thDn sixty yeRrs, after whlch time the 

Chew family becrune of interstate import3nce through Benjamin 

Chew (.1 7??-1810), the son of Samuel Chew of Maidstone (l(J93-
I 711 3), thron{~t1 1Wn j 11m:i n' :1 n t'fll i :1 t;lon~ w i. Lh Uel:1w:1l'O. 

')~:rnuol Chow, in order to rli!'! tinguish hlrnnelf from rela

tives oe tha same name, signed· "of Maidstone" after hi.s nrune; 

he grew up at Maidstone. The house was probably built after 

1683 Hnd before 1699 when his fnther died. Samuel Chew 1 s 
.l1u1t3ri.Lnnco, !·l:•id:it.orH~, rUd not, hnwuver, llo]cl ld.m ·i11 M11r>y]11n I .. 

Chew turned instead to Delaware. Public records indicat~ 

his presence in Kent County, Deluwnre, ~s early ns 1730, al

thour:h he did not sever all of his ties with Maryland until 

the end of that decade. Chew settled in Dover and by 1741 
hnd become Chief Justice of Sussex, Kent nnd New Cnstle 

Countt.es, !)el.-!w~re .. 

'~c_nj::riiti Chew (17??-ll~lO), one of the nine children of 
11SHmue 1 Chew of Maids tone," wns horn and riiised at Ha:i.ds tone 

and wns its owner nfter his father• s den th in l 7l~3; however 

he d:i.d not choose to live in Mnryland. InsteRd he left M1:dd
r. Lnnn ~incl wn11t to PhiJ :1dAlphlri whoro he held the <•f l'tccrn of: 

Attorney lioner·Hl or Pennsy1vt~nio (l'(~;J~-1769); member 01' the 

ovinciAl onncil 1 -1 (,q • hie!' Justice 
SEE CONTimJATION SHEET 
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ff-. 10·300• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
U11l, 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

MHT CT-') 
STATE 

Mo.rvlRnd 
COUNTY 

Calvert 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

.----------- -· ._<_c_on_,,_·n __ ua __ ,_io_n_s_h_oe_t_J _______ ..... -__ •_N_T_~ -~uMu~··:.-· _-,-__ -:-~,--~~ 
,,.,_..,. flll .,,trl .. ) 

Maidstone 
,. 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

of the.Supreme Court of Pennsylvania (1774-1776); and Judea and 

Pl'esltlent of the lilgh Court of Errors nnd Appeals (l 79J -1806). 

Be.fore movin~ to Philadelphia (175!1.) (even before beginnine; to 
practice law a.fter 1746), Chew had abandoned connections with 
Maryland by selling Maidstone (1745) to an Anne Arundel County 
farmer, Lewis Lewin. Chew•s architectural· interest centered, 
not on his seventeenth-century birth place, but on Clivden (1761) 
(Chew Hounfl), hi.s tnlcl-elr~h teen th-century, Georr:Jun-atylA hnueo 

in German.to.wn, Pennsylvania, which became a National Historic 
Landmark (January 20, 1961). 

.OW11ership after 1745 included the Lewin, the Weems and the 
Wilson faroilies. During the .past two centuries only a rew events 
broueht the house into the iimelight, such A.S n Chancery Court 
cnse (182o') and the relocation or the Anne Arundel-Calvert 
Counties boundary along the 1663 patent lines o.f Mnidstone. 

#9. REFER;EN'CES continued 

Anne Arundel County Tax Assessments, 1782 and 1783, Scharr Papers, 
Murylond Historical Society, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Lti.WS ot Mu.rylmd, Chupter 109, 1822 and Chapter 183, 1823, 
Maryland State Library, Annapolis, Maryland. 

·Francis B. Culver, "Chew Family," Maryland Historical Magazine, 
XXX, (June 1935), 157-182. · . . . 

Leon de Valinger, Jr. (comp.), Calendar or Kent County Delaware 
Probate Records 1680-1800, Dover: Piibiic Archives Commission, 
19111.1.. . 

~ 

Hugh Morrison, Enrly American Architecture From the First 
Coloni~l Settlements to the National Period, New York: 
Oxf-ord University Press, 1952. 
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f 9. MAJOR iiiLib'GWH"1cilieFERENCES ·---·--

Hccol"d~rs: .N:'ncy !H.ller, T:istori~~n, !!:1 ryl: !J) tl. !Us tor lo~ 1 
Tru.st, Ann2polis, Mn.ryl'.;.nd, ,June 1970 

Pnul Brinkman, Field SuPveyor, Mnrylsnd f{ifltor:icriJ 
':':'rust, Annapolis, Maryland, July 1967 

Land Record:1, ?ntents, Chancery Ra~ord~, Re rJ l~ Rolls, in lln, 
1d::1·r;.ril,:1, j I: iJ .f ol' Hocol'd!j 1 l\.nn-'1polJ.~, f·J:1r,YJ :md. 
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SE~ CONTTNU A.TION SH~E'P 

uo. ---- ·-· ····--·-- -.____. ... , .... -·-·- -·~--1--oeo~RAPHIC:1!J. DATA --·----·-1.ATITIJP~ AND l.Olll<ilTUOIL COOROllllATES LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATf;S 

DltFtNINQ A .. ECTANGLE LOC•TtNG THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROP£RTY 

R OF L.tss THAN TP"N ACRES 

co,.,.ut111 1-ATITUDE 1-0NGITUOE L.ATITUOE LONG! TUDE 

0•1•••• MlnulH S•c:and1 Deg•••• Minutea Seconds Deg•••• Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 38 O J 1Ji •} ) ~ • I:• 7(> 0 37 ·117 0 ~ 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 30 • 1,1, ·lli. 1 ~· 7(>o 3? ·?7.r; 
se 30 • 1!.3 ·~.' • ~:- '(tr o 37 ·~7 .:1 
'""' ".>A 9 ), '1 .r-;~ t '• 7(, D ?.7 •Ii? If 

APP"O>UMATE ACFltc~G-~~~-~'.l~~.~!~.~.PR':'~~-v:_ __ £4_ u.cres - ·-· -------
,1-llT Al..I. IT•TES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVEFILAPPtNG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

·- ----- -----· 
ITATI.: CODE COUNTY COl>E 

ITATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STAT~: CODE COUNTY: CODE -·--------· ----.------·- -- -----·-' - --- -------·-· -·---·· ------- ----
ITATt:: <.: l Jl)I:. (OUN,V: LUPU 

---- --~---· . -- - ---·---... --------
~1. FORM PRl!P4REO BY -----·----·· -· -

NAME AND TITLI.: 

l·~rs. Preston Pnrish, Keeper of the Maryland Recister 
O .. GANlitATION !CATE 

Naryland Hlstorici:..l Trust April 22.1971 .. 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

911. Colle::o Avenue ----------- - -- .. -·· - ·- - ... --- ··- - ---- . ·-·---·· --- --- ·-- --- - --- - - - I Cl t Y Ulf Tt>WN: ·,I All f"Ol1t. 

t\nnapolis Maryland ?.IL 
\'2. STAT! ~IAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA rtON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

A1 the deaigl\ated State Ll1ti11on Officer for the Na-

tion11l Histqric Pre11ervution Ad of }Qnu (Public 1.uw 
I hereby certify thut this property is include<l in the 

l'l9·hll5), I hereby l\omint<te this properly for indu»ion Nutiorutl 1-!L•p,ister. 

in the N1lllon11l Re~i»ter uml n•rtify thut it hus been 

evaluated 11ccor<lin~ lo th" l'fllt>ria and prore<.Aires set 

lurlh hy lht• N11l 100111.I J1111k S1·1 YI••·. "I lu- rl'n1111nM·11d1•cl -- ------
h•v1•l of 1<i~nifi\.'Ull•" of· this 11on1111.1l1•>n iw: 

C/111·(, Ullin· 111 Ar<"lwol11~y 111111 //rnl11r11· l'ri•H11rt111li1111 

Nut iu11.tl !Xi S1111,. I I Lo•·ul I I 

a~·-iJJ~1u Date 

l 
N1tme 

ATTEST: 
Oi-•l."ndo !lldout IV • 

Title s tll t~ Lin lson O.f ficer 
('or N:;r.'T] ~·nd ---~;,,., of Tlrt• Nutin1111I Rn1~isror -

"D1o1to "APR 27 1971 uate 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Typo all entrios - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

l. NAME 
COMMON: 

ANO OR 1-flSTORIC: 

2. l..OCATION 
liTRt: E' T 4NO NUMBE;R: 

Cl-ierin-:ierkc ~en~l1 Rond 

Ci--5 
COUNTY 

r:· lvnl't 
I UI~ NI", U~I ONI Y 

ENTHV NUMBER DATE 

---·----------
ow 1ttgs------------------.----.------------

• TA r£: . CODE COUNTY: 

M~·rylnnri. •), Cf1l vort 
, PHOTO REFERENCE 

l>MOT 0 C:REDI T; 

04T.!..,~!_~~~T~-' ~.l.$67~---------------------------------------~ 
EGATIVE F11...Eo AT: Har land Histori.cnl Trust 

o le )'e 
4. tOENTIFICATIOflt --· --- . ····-·-· ·- ~- ···----. 
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SouthwA~t elev: 1 tion 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Tfa-; dstone 
ANO/OR COMMON 

l)LOCATION 
STR!:ET & NUMBER 

~!::asaoeake Bee.ch Rd. 
CITY. rowN 

_ v1c1N1TY OF Hall Creek 
STATE 

OcLAss1F1cATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

~BUILDINGlSl ~RIVA TE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

J a:!l.~s 3. Hicks 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

0REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

2Io.tional Re:ri ster Apri 1 27 1 1971 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

:K..AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PArtK 

_EDUCATIONAL X..PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER· 

Telephone #: 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber i : AWR 20 
Folio #: 371 

STATE 

Lf'EOERAL X...STATE ~OUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

-~:-.-;. 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXC&LLENT 

:.CGOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

:L.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

LOfUGINALSITE 
-MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

rnN~TNTW. ON ~EPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

------· !f .. '\O 

, ,~;.;!?.O-.,~\!: 

"'.' ~?.-.'lJ"i:~V.7! 

- - -:~ ~~·-.::~~-
. ~ ·,~ ~¢~~c~; ~~.~ 

- .. ··--------~....,....~-- ;"~-,~~~~~i~·~-
-~ .. ~_.,. ~ ....... ~. ~. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

.J"Af;wSTORtC 

_1400-1499 

-1~;599 

:C...1~1699 

_?7~·7~9 

_1eoc..·s99 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTOFUC _COMMUNITY Pl.ANNING 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

.:&:AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

.:&:ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

-ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXP LORA TIONJSETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

-LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

s?EC.:;:1c DATES 1678-1699 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Sa.;:ruel Che·.v 

STAIE\4ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

CO~TINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

_RELIGION 

-SO ENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOOALJHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYl 

..... ~ 
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i".aidston.:> is o~e of t~e oldest surviving houses of Maryland. The 
t::-:ai ticn;i.l da.t~ 1 s 1678. The l"aryland. Register lists the date as 0 after 
lh';J and prob~bly before 1699." The name is original, but there is question 
;;h,..:.her in the o!"ig;inal spelling the 11s" want with ".maid,,. ma.king a poss~ssive, 
:.,...,~:tn's far~, or wheth!=?r, as the 1".arylan(l. ~egister suggests, the .. s .. went 
;;i th "tone", r.akir.g "Ma.id:·Stone, 11 a word that would have no obvious connection 
;ri. th a frane house in rod:less country. The Maryland Register concedes that 
t '.-le second ge::iera ti on owner signed his name, "Dr. Sarruel Chew of f".aidstone." 

The architecture of ~'..aidstone is medieval, T'ne pitch a: the roo~ is 60 
d~grees; the gables are at the ends of the house; at the west end there is 
"'- :-iassive, enc~csed chirr.ney ;;ith four flues in a T shape. ?:ear its base 
the roof reduces its pitch to cover porches that extend across the whole 
:ro~t and rear facades. As ?orr.an shows, such houses, stripped of their 
prches, are i;:'J en ti cal tc :r.a.ny rural English houses of the pre-georgian era. 

Tne crigin1l house was three bays wide a!'ld two bays deep. Downstairs 
+--•·.-:: .. ~-°''"".,.."'"!. .,..."o- ,.: ... ..,,, "=-!>:l 0 d 'e ,.,·11·,.,tT v.,.,..•1·,..,,11-.,0::1,..- T'l;>n""ll1·ng .. -- :: "=-::::.1 ... ~- -d. - .._._, ': .. .:. '--- ~- ---- - C 2.i?l C-:...1 •. 01 ·-- 1. -- u -..1..J. .1.--"' • , 
2 :'1:' an enor:-:-,ous :'ire:;ilace ~-Ii th two flues and}a fire box six feet thr~e inches 
;:ide, five :eet high, and .four feet deep, large enough to seat four on 
a cold day, a s.::'2..ller fancy room with gecrgian style p-3.nelling, a beaded . 
bea::i ceilir..g, a boxed post and plate, a.n arched corner fireplace (rare in a 
l ?th centurJ ho~se), and a boxed stair, and one or two small rooms on the 
east e~d. Upstairs there were probably, four small rooms, one of which had 
a :ireplac~. '!T.~~t are believed to be th~riginal andirons and fender of the 
c0r!1er fireplace in the f'anc~( room are extant and in p]Jce. A one and one
h?-1: story out~ide kitchen was built concurrently or at some later time to 
the east of the house. In the Greek revival period two dorme::rswere added to 
e?.ch side of the roof. In about 1850 the main house was extended one bay to 
c.Jr.nect with the kitchen, adding a third do::-K.er on each side o~ the roo:f, the 
box stair was taken dowr., ar.d tr..e room or rooms at the east end of the original 

'.;') 1Jse were corwerte'.i tc a front-to rear h::i.1-.l. Over the years the greed firebox 
::~s t~ice reducej in size, ~u~ is no~ reo~en9d, and the beamed ceilings were 
+-... --_·.c~ "".laster;::oa· (..:oi·rst ui'"-'.--. ;..~,..,;:: ..,..;.,o., 1-+·~ -,.-,.:; !-.-_-:-.=c- i"""'"'.--. ---,..,..,la-'-~) bnt .. ,...,, .., _ .., _ _ J.. n l...i ._;::.. •• ._-__ -~ -~·~·• c:. •• ~ _ --- ,_,_,., .::ic.rf'. 1,,:! '-' "'---

!"!::'...- reexnosed, 

Tne s:noke house at Haid.stone rivals the rr.ain house in age and grace of 

All of the extre;ne north of Calvert. County and the extreme south of Anne 
J..r:1nC.el County 'h"''ls origb.a!ly settled. by Quakers, l'aidstone was bull t by a 
q_i;2'-:er family named. Chew as a part of the Herring Bay Meeting. The builder, a 
Sa'."",1;el Chew died before the house was finished. His widow raised her :family 
he~~e, a.ccounting, presuli1.a.bly, for the name. 

The Cheils 1 ef't Haid stone and became, through Benja:nin Chew (1722-181 O), 
~n ~llustrious Philadelphia fa~ily. Benjamin Chew, born at Maidstone, was 
C~ief Justice of Pennsylvania before the Revolution, and was President of the 
r.igh Court of Errors and A~peals after the Revolution. His house Cliveden at 
Ger:zntown, a n~tional land~ark and a property of the National Trust, was 

- the scene of an engagement in the Battle of Germantown. 

l~?? 
line 
line 

~aidstone is Calvert County by a whisker. The Boundary Commission of 
that settled~he question of the Anne Arundel/Calvert line defined the 
as, ..... with Hall Creek to the Farm known as f~idstone, thence with the 
of Maidstcne to Lyon•s Creek, and thence ..... 
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Maidstone's Gray Lady 

Probably the most legendary 
haunted house in Calvert County is Maidstone, home of Mrs.Jean 
Hicks since 1949. Built in the late seventeenth century by Samuel 
Chew on a 2,000-acre tract of land, Maidstone was well known from 
its earliest years since it was used as a Quaker meetinghouse by the 
Chews. The house remained in the Chew family for almost 200 
years. Although the original wood structure rotted away, a second 
Maidstone was built nearby in the mid-1700s. 

Maidstone's reputation for being haunted predates its pur
chase by the Hicks family. According to accounts given by the Wil
sons, the family that owned the house prior to the Hickses, a beauti
ful young woman dressed in gray was often seen by various people 
over the years. The description of the woman matches that of an 
early Chew family member, Ann, who was married to Philip Chew 
at Maidstone in 1724. Even members of the Chew family are said to 
have seen Ann's majestic figure quietly walking the grounds of the 
old homestead. Reportedly, Ann has always been sighted on a 
moonlit night in the vicinity of Maidstone's gardens and has virtual
ly always been described as being exceedingly graceful and wearing 
a long, gray veil almost four feet in length. Many people believe that 
the dress she is seen wearing is her wedding gown, and over the 
years Ann has acquired the name "The Gray Lady." 

The Gray Lady has rarely been sighted within the house itself 
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Ghosts & Haunted Houses of Maryland 

although one of the Wilsons is said to have seen her walk out of the 
house as he was making his way back to it from the stable. The ap
parition supposedly stopped in her journey long enough to give the 
man a friendly smile before continuing on her way. Another Wilson 
gentleman told stories of numerous encounters with the young 
woman, including some in the house when he used to be rudely 
awakened by someone pushing him off the couch he was napping 
on. He also attributed to Ann Chew the unexplained tendency for 
a number of pictures hanging in one of Maidstone's halls to be 
routinely shifted about. 

Although several members of the Wilson family witnessed the 
gray-clad ghost wandering around Maidstone's grounds at night, 
they did not discuss their experiences with the Hickses when the lat
ter purchased the house. It was not long, however, before Mrs. 
Hicks learned that everyone in the area was very familiar with the 
stories of the Gray Lady, even if she were not. Mrs. Hicks distinctly 
recalls the time she and her husband decided to go out one after
noon and left their three children at home in the care of a neigh
boring farmer's wife. The effect that Maidstone's reputation had on 
area residents was all too evident when the Hickses returned to 
their home as dusk was approaching. Seated in the kitchen, they 
found not only the farmer's wife, but additional babysitters-the 
woman's two grown sons armed with loaded shotguns. The three 
explained that they had intended to prepare themselves for what
ever Maidstone had to offer as darkness came. 

Despite the almost forty years that Mrs. Hicks has lived in her 
home and kept a careful eye and ear open for sight or sound of a 
ghost, she has never seen anything at Maidstone of a paranormal 
nature. Mrs. Hicks is somewhat regretful that she's never seen the 
Gray Lady, for she says that she certainly has wanted to. She's still 
hopeful that one day she, too, will have the opportunity of seeing 
the lovely Ann Chew. 

{36} 
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CT-5 Maidstone Constructed 
Fall-Winter, 1751 

Maidstone is an interesting combination of old fashioned and 
new fangled features. It was modern in its proportions and 
carpentry while conservative in its room arrangement and masonry. 

Maidstone is the oldest house in this project with an 
original plan two rooms deep. But its compact (30 by 26 feet) 
dimensions encompass a traditional farmhouse plan, that of a 
kitchen and chamber dwelling with added chambers in a rear shed. 

The building's carpenter was competent, practical, and 
forward-looking. The upper work is a heavy Virginia frame 
ccnsisting of common rafter roof trusses supported by tie-beam 
c~iling joists. The 27 foot long tie beams are stiffened by the 
d~elling's longitudinal partition. There is no false ~late. The 
st~ut common rafters are merely spiked through the edge plank of 
the loft floor into the tie beams. Rafters and collars are 1/2 
lapped and nailed. To keep the truss members from pulling 
apart, the collar joints a re dovetailed (a wise precaution, as 
t·..;o-thirds of the roof space was floored as a supra-attic). As 
befits a primitive, double-pile dwelling, the ground floor system 
is comprised of summer beams and common joists. The heated rear 
chamber retains its original chimney breast of raised panels. 

The hall's six foot wide fireplace (with 
and T-shaped chimney top) gives the house 
feeling. Prior to tree-ring dating, estimates 
construction date ranged from late 17th-century 

its smoke channel 
an old fashioned 
of the building's 
to circa 1730. 

Maidstone was built by a yeoman planter, Lewis Lewin. 
had purchased the land from the Chew family in 1745. 

Lewin 

The house was enlarged in the 19th century. 

References: 

Cary Carson and Merry Stinson, "Maidstone, Owings Vicinity, 
Calvert County, Maryland," 1976, Historic American 
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Garry Wheeler Stone, Field Notes, File CT-5, 1980 

Mrs. Earle Hicks, Personal Communications 
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