
CT-51 

Horsmon Farmhouse 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 10-29-2003 
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i. STATE Maryland 
couNTY Calvert County 
TOWN VICINITY Mutual 

HISTORIC Alv'ERICAN BUILDINGS seiii':!°-Sl 
INVE~JTORY 

2. NAME Telescoping House 
STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT 0 WN ER 

PRESENT USE 

DATE oR PERIOD early 19th cent. j 

Dwelling 
Dwelling 

STYLE I 
ARCHITECT 

WALL CONSTRUCTION Oa.pboard 
NO. OF STORIES 2t 

1---B_u_1_L~D_E_R~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_J 
3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE I 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 

This farmhouse is well-maintained and 
what appears to be a very prosperous farm. 
grove of trees high on a knoll it presents 
to the road. It is composed of 2 distinct 
whieh telescopes into the other. 

OPEN TO PUBLIC .NO 

the mainbuilding of 
Situated in a 

a fine appearance 
structures, one of 

On the left is a 3 bay 2t storey structure with a steeply 
sloping A-roof and an exterior chimney on the left end. At
tached to this is a taller 3 bay structure with an A-roof which 
has a more gentle slope. It has an exterior chimney on its 
right end. 

This is a good example of a well-maintained early 19th 
century farmhouse. 

Excellent 
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF nRUCTURE ~ 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optioriol) 

ll. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

fnteri or Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

7/17/67 
DA TE OF RECORD 

I 

I 
I 

I 



-

-

92 acres 

TITLE 

Horsman Farmhouse 

;,Jffi 31/326 (August 4, i9:,,2) 

:;:,eo. ::iors.)o1m • .;;.. ifors. 

;-1.,ili 13/397 (xTovember 3, 1925; 
lT.D.3. i:arran arid Viife>Leo. E.ors. 

3~6/548 (June 9, 1885) 
Llentions eq~ity case 

.:_;qui ty-.~ugust 18, 1830 
J.r. Briscoe (trustee) 7 N.~.s. 
rarran as a result of l'om iarran 

396 acres vs. Jm~es Duke et al. 

C T-S/ 



CT-51 

MARYLAND HISTORIC/\L TRUST MAGI# 0500515435 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Horsmon Farmhouse 
ANO/OR COMMON 

. flLOCA TION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Parran Road and Mackall Road 
CITY. l'OWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Mutual _VICINITY OF 

STATE COUNTY 

Marylapg 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC :K_occu PIED MGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

XBUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

X-NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

-~~~~Ge"""'-'r~t~rude_-__ H_o_r_s_m_o_n~~~~~~~~~~~~~-T~e_l_e~p_h_o_i_1_e~#_:~5~8~6-~0~5~5~1~~~~ 
STREET & NUMBER 

Parran and Mackall Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Mutual - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Calvert County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Prince Frederick 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

MD 
STATE, zip code 

Liber # : Al-.lt 31 
Folio #: 326 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

-- SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

:JLEXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.XUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CT-Si 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house has been in the Horsman family for several generations 
and appears to have evolved over a period of time. As reported by the 
Maryland Historical Trust, it is of two parts: a main block that is 
three bays wide and three levels high with a shorter wing on its west 
end that is also three bays in width. A modern single story kitchen 
addition has been built on to its west end. 

The main block is not completely dissimilar to its neighbors, 
Sedwick House (CT-53) and Wall House (CT-56), in that it has an end 
hall serving a single large parlor downstairs. A Federa1:·.style mantel
piece is in this room and similar ones are elsewhere in both wings. 

The west wing contains a single large room downstairs with a fireplace 
on the west end and an enclosed stairs in the northeast corner. The 
location of this stairs so close to the principal stairs in the hall 
of the main block is·one indication that the west wing preceded the main 
block. Another is the relatively early roof construction in that wing. 
In the attic, it was observed that the trusses are made of hewn rafters 
that are lap joined and fixed with early cut nails. Examination of the 
roof of the east wing was not possible • 

. , 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
CT-5! 

PERIOD ARE.AS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOl.iY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNlflCANCE ~ : ..... : :-. 

That there is a great deal of difference in age between the two 
wings is doubtful; however, for oral history seems to indicate that 
the east wing existed prior to the Civil War. Some months prior to 
visiting this house, Miss Blanche Wilson related to this surveyor the 
story of her grandparents and their parents all of whom were slaves on 
the plantations of this neighborhood. Miss Wilson told of Selina Golder, 
her great grandmother who was a house servant in the Horsman House (then 
owned by the Parrans) and how she had broken her neck from a fall off 
of a high porch there. There was in fact a second story gallery on the 
south facade of this .house which the Horsmans removed in this century. 
Photographs in their possession document this fact. The son of the 

~present owner presumably does not know Miss Wilson; however, when asked 
if there was any evidence of slave quarters, etc., on the farm, he 
responded to the negative except for the family story that when freedom 
came there was a slave who in her joy lost her balance and fell to her 
death from the second story porch that used to be on the front. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CT-SI 
tiMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lr!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY -~6._.3...........,1 2 ____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY Descrtption and significance stateaents1 Wayne 
Nield NAME I TITLE 

Ms. Merry Stinson 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

March 1, 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Route .5 Box 262B 7.57-281.5 
CITY OR TOWN ST;UE 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

DO 

PS· 1101 
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