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Property/District Name: 

INDIVIDUAL 

MARYLAND 

PROPERTY/DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL 
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY 

TRUST 
REVIEW 

Arthur Dorsey House 

FORM 

Survey 

Project: MD 2/4 from N of MO 765 to N of Stoakley Rd. Agency: 

Site visit by MHT Staff: _lL no yes Name 

Eligibility recoomended _x_ Eligibility not reconmended 

Nl.lli>er: CT-516 

FHWA 

Date 

Criteria: _A _B .JLC _D Considerations: _A _B _c _D _E _F _G _None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

The Dorsey House enbodi es the distinctive characteristics of the highly popular turn of the 
century cross gable dwelling type. With Gothic Revival overtones in its cross gabled 

Queen Anne references in the projecting semi·octagonal bay and shingle cladding, 
_nur 

is more 
designed 

property 

Dorsey 
ornate 

House is considered a local enbodiment of a very widespread dwelling type. 
than most dwellings of the period in the area. It was constructed in 1906 

by its 

includes 

original owner, Wi LL iam A. Dorsey (1868-1939) who was a local architect. 

a meathouse, stable, garage, poultry house and two tobacco barns. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Maryland Inventory Form CT 516 

and project file 

Prepared by: Camille Wells Rita Suffness 

Elizabeth Hannold August 25. 1992 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation ~~rvlces Date 

NR program yes no not applicable 

2/ed'\ t_ 

Reviewer, NR program Date 

form, 

the 
It 

and 

The 



MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE 

!. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
_x_ Western Shore 

I!. 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

Chronological/Developmental 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 

HISTORIC 

Call 
(Anne 

Survey No. CT 516 

PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC 

Eastern Shore counties, and Ceci l) 
Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

Prince George's and St. Mary's> 
(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 

Frederick, 
CAL legany, 

Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 
Garrett and Washington) 

Periods: 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.O. 900 
A.O. 900-1600 
A.O. 1570-1750 
A.O. 1680-1815 

Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.O. 1815-1870 
__ X_ Industrial/Urban Dominance A.O. 1870-1930 

Modern Period A.O. 1930-Present 
Unknown Period prehistoric historic) 

11 !. Prehistoric Period Themes: IV. Historic Period Themes: 

CONTEXT 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Agriculture 
_x_ Architecture, 

and Corrm.mi ty 
Landscape 
Planning 

Architecture, 

v. 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

Resource Type: 

Category: 

Adaption 

Building 

Historic Environment: 

Historic Function(s) 

Knc,wn Design Source: 

Rural 

and Use(s): 

Wi LL iam 

Economic (Corrmercial 
Government/law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Dwelling 

A. Dorse 

and Industrial) 



-

CT-516 
JAMES E. BOWEK, .rR. CROSS-GABLE 

(C. 1900) 
Prince Frederick 

PriY&te 

Thia refined exaaple of a two-story 
fraae Victorian cross-gable fa:rah0\1.88 now 
faces 'bu7 Rt. 4. The house includes all 
tbe finest features of this st7le. 



Survey No. CT-516 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic James E. Bowen, .Ir. Cross-gable 

and/or common Arthur Dorsey House 

2. Location 

street & number 172 (Highway 2/ 4) Solomons Island Road _ not for publication 

city, town Prince Frederick _ vicinity of 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ bullding(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

··· _object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Aicessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Calvert 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Arthur Dorsey 

street & number Box 172 Highway 2/4 telephone no.: 

city, town Prince Frederick, state and zip code Maryland 20678 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County Courthouse liber 

street & number Main Street (MD 765) folio 

city, town Prince Frederick state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

eposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_good 
~fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ~ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. Q~51b 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This house is sited on a hillside amidst cultivated fields. 
It faces west, overlooking Highway 2/4. Set on a brick 
foundation, it is a turn-of-the-century five-bay, framed 
and weatherboarded I-house. The gable roof is interrupted 
by brick chimneys that are set along the interior partition 
walls. There is also a decorative front-facing gable with 
an arched window in the tympanum. Like all the other sash 
of this house, it is two-over-two and double-hung. The 
one-story shed-roofed porch is supported by turned posts. 
Sawn brackets decorate the angles of the proch. It is also 
screened in. There are several one- and two-story rear 
additions. 



8. Significance Survey No. 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
=--- 1400-1499 

. - 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
-K architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Directed historical research would more firmly establish 
the historical significance of this site. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. (_\ - 5 \ b 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I 0 W l............._l ...._1 __ __,1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c u_j ._I .............. __ _ oLLJ l_l........_ ____ I ~I .___..__.._ __ 
E LLJ .._I .............. __ _ F L.LI I I .._I ............... .............., __ 

G LJ_J ._I ---...---
H ~ I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Camille Wells 

organization MlfT/Calvert Planning Departaent date Septeaber 30 1986 

street & number Courthouse, Main Street telephone ( 301) 535-2348 

city or town Prince Frederick state Maryland 20678 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



CT-516 
MAGI MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

0505165704 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

James E. Boven, Jr, Cross-gable 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Pr1 nee Frederj ck _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland, 

II CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _xoccUPIED 

.XBUILDING(S) XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

James E. Bowen, Jr. 
~TREET & NUMBER 

SAME 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Ca1yert County 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Prince F'rede;ick 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Ca:tverl 

PRESENT USE 

__AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ..XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE , zip code 

Liber # : JLB 59 
Folio #: 296 

STATE 

MD 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

c. 1900 

'ftaia ntillH exaaple et a 2-ater;r true Y1eter1an 
oreaa-pmle fambe•• now faoea ••1 Jtt. 4. TM heuae 
inolwle• all the finest teat11na et tbia avle. The 
a&iJa W.eok ••un• tiYe -.,.. lone 8J' twe "'lqa deep. 
Patte%'11114 abincJ,ea ata.ath the eeDtral onaa-pltle. 
'lb1s galtl.e'a a.robe' 'Id.Kew 1• tlaaked. 87 ahuttera. Tb8 
•••ad-tl••r 2/2 auh an ala• a&ttencl. A bip-reet•' 
peroh, also aooe11te4 9J a oreaa-pltle, cnera the west 
facade. A tn-•toX'J' N.J win4 .. awlla Ina the aeu'th 
enl.. A at.Ye tl• ria•• 1n ei the:r en4 of the reof. 

Thi• f&l!ll inclwlea aeYeral aull 'barnB and. abeu. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

-- PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

Cf- Slb 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES cJ-Sl ~ 

CONTINUE ON SE~AW\TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

fmGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Merxy Stinson 
ORGANIZATION 

Hi storj c Sj tes Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Dunkirk 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

March' J 980 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• I ICl8 
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