CT-53

SEDWICK HOUSE ca.1l8000

At each end of this two story three bay frame
farmhouse stands a single chimney. One, on the exterior,
has stepped weathering and a free standing stack; the
other is enclosed within the end wall of the structure.
At one end stands a one and one half story frame
addition.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ceilings in the south wing are quite high (possible Victorian
alteration), but this is the only atypical feature. The rest of the
structure is very like other one down/one up houses which often have a
fireplace in the middle of an end wall, opposite windows in the sides,
and an enclosed corner stairs leading to a room or loft above that in
true 1 1/2 story houses is characterized by knee-walls. The door leadlng
to the stairs contains early hardware (H and L hinges) and the short
bannister guarding the stair well on the second level has a newel which
is chamfered.

There is an unusual mantelpiece on the first floor which by means
of its dentils, scrolls, etc., is quite Federal in character. The pre-
sence of a row of wedges or teeth, however, is not common to that period
and is a motif associated with the late Victorian era (e.g., Eastlake).

The main block of the house is quite Federal in character and con-
sists of a side hall and a large parlor. On the second floor, there is
a large master bedroom and a smaller bedroom which has been made into a
modern bathroom. The third level contains a loft room which has been
partitioned. The stairs connecting all of these levels has chamfered
posts similar to those in the south wing. The hall on the:first level
has opposite end doors with three-light transoms. These and other doors
are trimmed with a relatively single grooved moulding and deeply cut
bulls-eye corner blocks.

The windeows in the main block are 6/6 and are flamed on the exterior
with very wide frames.

Sedwick House shares most of the features noted in this report with
Wall House (CT-56).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

Sedwick House has been accurately described in the Maryland
Historical Trust Inventory; however, the 1 1/2-story wing may not be an
"addition." Because of modern refinishing on the interior, there are
few or no places to see structural evidence that proves the south wing
is earlier than the north, but it has been observed in other houses in
the county that the first structure on the site was a one down/one up
house of either one or one and a half stories, which was then added on
to later. Magruder House (CT-49), The Reserve (CT-30), and William
Hodges House (CT-120) are examples.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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- NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION
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The pitch of the A-roof dates this house at C. 1800 or possibly
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in its fine condition, should be noted.
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