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The pre-restoration photographs that belong to the Wohlgemuths show that the
servants' quarters were originally located about LO yards from the original south
side of the house (before the present wing was added to it). When construction
of the wing began in the 1950's, it was necessary to move this structure down the

hill about 75 yards to its present location. The owners have remodelled it into
a comfortable cottage for family members. Since the house had deteriorated exten-
sively, a thorough renovation was necessary, the result being that many of the
original features were either replaced or masked by new materials,

The core of the dwelling is a one story log structure, 2 bays in length
across the facade and sheathed in weatherboards painted white. The A roof is
covered with modern wood shingles. The modern underpinning, completely enclosing
the foundation of the house, prevented examination of the sills and sleepers.

The interior consists of one room, measuring 15'3" x 11'3" x 6'. The room is
panelled with planed pine boards that were attached vertically and not joined.
L-headed flooring nails were used in the pine floorboards, The joists were exposed
and had been roughly cut by an up and down saw. In the southwest corner an enclosed
stairway led to the room upstairs. Hewn pine studs used to frame the gable ends
were exposed in the gable wall of the stairway. Other original features in the up-
stairs were concealed by modern insulating materials.,

Remodelling resulted in the following changes in this structure: The addition
of a kitchen and a bedroom of either gable end; the replacement of the vertical siding
over the logs by overlapping weatherboards; the re-shingling of the roof; and the
addition of a new brick chimney and fireplace.

The old photographs show that this structure had no chimney when the site was
purchased. During the owners' examination and remodelling of the house, they found
no indication whatsoever of an opening for a fireplace in the structure. O0ddly
enough, this structure then appears to have had no fireplace or chimney, an absence
that casts doubt upon its having been a permanent slave dwelling, since all of the
other slave cabins located in this survey at least have some sort of hearth, which

was obviously essential for cooking and heating. According to Mrs. Wohlgemuth,
local tradition does not refer to this structure as a "slave cabin", but maintains
that this was once a post office for the community, receiving and distributing mail
brought up the creek,

Attached to an el of the main house is another structure which may have includ-
ed servant quarter. The upstairs of this early 19th century log kitchen, the design
and size of which resembles so many of this the "upstairs" of slave cabins, and may
have been inhabited by servants. -

Down by the creek stands another structure that is the composite of three slav
cabins brought from their creek-side sites and joined together, according to the
Wohlgemuths. However, they have been so extensively remodelled that little, if any,
of the original features can be discerned.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Commission on Afro-American and Indian History and Culture
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CITY OR TOWN STATE

Baltimore, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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