
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
CT-757 
Huntingtown Hall 
4290 Hunting Creek Road 
Huntingtown, Calvert County 
Ca.1914 
Private 

Huntingtown Hall is located at 4290 Hunting Creek Road in Huntingtown, Calvert County, 

Maryland. Also known as the American Legion Hall, Calvert Post No. 85, Huntingtown Hall was 

constructed circa 1914 by the Huntingtown Improvement Company. According to the Articles of 

Incorporation of the Huntingtown Improvement Company, the hall was constructed for the 

purpose of providing the people of Huntingtown with a place to better themselves through 

education and art appreciation. For a short time in the 1940s, Huntingtown Hall was used a 

school. Between 1945 and 1957, the hall was owned by the United Methodist Church of 

Huntingtown. Following the church's ownership, the building became the home of Calvert Post 

No. 85 of the American Legion and has served in that capacity since. Additionally, the hall 

provides space for a dance studio for Calvert County youths. The American Legion Hall, 

Huntingtown Hall is a rare survivor of the local community halls that were built throughout 

Calvert County during the late-19th and early-20th centuries. 

Huntingtown Hall is a one-story, wood-frame building with a steeply pitched front-gable roof. 

The building, constructed circa 1914, is clad in vinyl siding and features 1/1 vinyl sash windows, 

hollow metal exterior doors, and a corrugated metal roof. The interior brick chimney with a 

corbeled cap rises from the apex of the roof at the north end of the main block. The hall has been 

enlarged by two additions, both with parapeted shed roofs. One addition runs the entire length of 

the east elevation and the other stands to the rear of the main block. The interior of the hall retains 

the single open-room plan, although the raised stage at the north end has been removed. A 

modem, one-story shed with a gambrel roof is located to the northeast of the building. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Huntingtown Hall (preferred) 

other American Legion Hall, Calvert Post No. 85 

2. Location 
street and number 4290 Hunting Creek Road 

city, town Huntingtown 

county Calvert 

Inventory No. CT-757 

not for publication 

vicinity 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Calvert Post No. 85, American Legion Dept of MD 

street and number PO Box 31 

city, town Huntingtown 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County Courthouse 

city, town Prince Frederic 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 

state MD 

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report 
Other 

6. Classification 

Category 
district 

X building(s) 

structure 

site 
object 

Ownership 

public 
_x. private 

both 

Current Function 
agriculture 
commerce/trade 
defense 
domestic 
e"ducation 
funerary 
government 
health care 
industry 

landscape 
X recreation/culture 

religion 
social 
transportation 
work in progress 
unknown 
vacanVnot in use 
other: 

telephone Not available 

zip code 20639 

tax map and parcel: Ml8, P243 

liber ABE folio 42 

Resource Count 
Contributing Noncontributing 

I __ I buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

I I Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

l 
-------~--



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

_x altered 

Inventory No. CT-757 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Huntingtown Hall is located at 4290 Hunting Creek Road in Huntingtown, Calvert County, Maryland. Also known as the 
American Legion Hall, Calvert Post No. 85, Huntingtown Hall is a one-story, wood-frame building with a steeply pitched front­
gable roof. The building, constructed circa 1914, is clad in vinyl siding and features 111 vinyl sash windows, hollow metal exterior 
doors, and a corrugated metal roof. The interior brick chimney with a corbeled cap rises from the apex of the roof at the north end 
of the main block. The hall has been enlarged by two additions, both with parapeted shed roofs. One addition runs the entire 
length of the east elevation and the other stands to the rear of the main block. The interior of the hall retains the single open-room 
plan, although the raised stage at the north end has been removed. A modem, one-story shed with a gambrel roof is located to the 
northeast of the building. 

EXTERIOR ELEVATION 

The primary, street-front elevation of the American Legion Hall, Calvert Post No. 85 is on the south. This elevation is 
characterized by the two-part fa~ade consisting of the gable end of the original hall and the front of the circa 1961 concrete block 
addition. The original portion of the hall is largely unomamented, with a single pedestrian door in the center flanked by two 
windows. The addition features a door on the west side and a wide aluminum picture window on the east side with a brick rowlock 
sill and false shutters. Both doors on this elevation are sheltered by a metal awning. 

The east elevation is dominated by the one-story addition that extends the entire depth of the original hall. Towards the back of 
the addition is a door covered by a metal awning, and on each side of the door are horizontal-sash windows with false shutters. 
This elevation also exhibits the east side of the rear addition that features a stepped parapet. 

The rear, or north, elevation of the hall exhibits one horizontal-sash window in the concrete block addition to the east, and two 
small windows high on the addition that projects from the rear of the original hall. This addition appears to have partially 
obscured a window opening or door on the back of the original hall. A new door is present in the back of the hall, accessed by a 
wood stair. 

The west elevation shows the original hall and the concrete addition to be flush on this side. Fenestration is confined to the hall, 
which exhibits five irregularly spaced window openings, four of which are flanked by false shutters. 

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The interior of Huntingtown Hall reflects its original configuration. The original portion of the building is still one single room, 
although a partition separates a small vestibule area inside the front door. The addition to the east is composed of two primary 
spaces, the meeting room to the south and the kitchen to the north, with bathrooms, a storage area, and hall between them. 

The building has been extensively renovated on the interior and now exhibits compressed particleboard simulated-wood paneling 
on the walls and synthetic acoustical tile on the ceilings, which have been dropped to hide the electrical work. The original hall 
now features hard wood strips on the floor that appears to be modem. The east addition features carpeted floors. It is interesting 
to note that throughout the east addition are ~hat appear to be reused original doors with five horizontal panels and ceramic 
knobs. 

NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES 

In the northeast corner of the lot containing Huntingtown Hall is a modem one-story shed with a gambrel roof. 



8. Significance 

Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_x 1900-1999 

- 2000-

Areas of Significance 

agriculture 
archeology 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 
community planning 
conservation 

Specific dates c1914; 1957 

Construction dates c1914;c1942 

Evaluation for: 

National Register 

Inventory No. CT-757 

Check and justify below 

economics _ health/medicine performing arts 
education _industry philospohy 
engineering _invention politics/government 
entertainment/ _ landscape architecture religion 
recreation _law science 
ethnic heritage _ literature _x social history 
exploration/ _ maritime industry transportation 

settlement _military other: 

Architect/Builder Unknown 

Maryland Register x not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of 
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Huntingtown Hall is located at 4290 Hunting Creek Road in Huntingtown, Calvert County, Maryland. Also known as the American 
Legion Hall, Calvert Post No. 85, Huntingtown Hall was constructed circa 1914 by the Huntingtown Improvement Company. 
According to the Articles of Incorporation of the Huntingtown Improvement Company, the hall was constructed for the purpose of 
providing the people of Huntingtown with a place to better themselves through education and art appreciation. For a short time in 
the 1940s, Huntingtown Hall was used a school. Between 1945 and 1957, the hall was o\vned by the United Methodist Church of 
Huntingtown. Following the church's ownership, the building became the home of Calvert Post No. 85 of the American Legion 
and has served in that capacity since. Additionally, the hall provides space for a dance studio for Calvert County youths. The 
American Legion Hall, Huntingtown Hall is a rare survivor of the local community halls that were built throughout Calvert County 
during the late-19th and early-20th centuries. 

THE COMMUNITY HALL IN CAL VERT COUNTY 

Historically, one of the most significant public meeting places in Calvert County was the community hall, extant examples of which 
date primarily to the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Community halls, located in villages and small towns rather than in heavily 
rural locations, were built for the expressed purpose of serving as a public meeting location for the surrounding community and in 
many ways were as a substitute for the town halls of larger, more populated towns such as North Beach and Prince Frederick. 
These buildings were generally one-story wood-frame, gable-roof buildings with one large room on the interior with a raised stage 
at one end. The hall would be utilized by local organizations and residents for meetings, social events such as dances and parties, 
theatrical productions, political rallies, lectures or other occasions. To some extent, these functions would have been shared by 
church parish and social halls, as in the case of St. John's Methodist Church Hall on Sollers Wharf Road or The Grange Hall on 
Broomes Island Road, affiliated with Christ Church, both now demolished. Waters Ross of Mutual Farm in Broomes Island 
remembers attending dances at The Grange Hall as a young man in the 1930s, while Agnes Jefferson recalls taking her young 
children to St. John's Methodist Church Hall to be inoculated during the 1950s. (1) Very few of these community halls remain in 
Calvert County. 

HISTORY OF HUNTINGTOWN HALL 

Huntingtown Hall, now the American Legion Hall, Calvert Post No. 85, was built following the incorporation of the Huntingtown 
Improvement Corporation in 1914, which declared as its mission the "creation and maintenance of a Public Hall for Library, 
Lectures, Theatricals and other lawful amusements in the village of Huntingtown." (2) As built, the new community hall appears to 
have been a one-story, wood-frame, gable-roof structure with 2/2 windows, clad in lapped wood siding and consisting of one large 
open room on the interior with a raised stage at the south end, much like Mutual Hall in Mutual, Calvert County, Maryland. (3) In 
1942, Huntingtown Hall was used as a school when the Huntingtown School burned down. The school was not rebuilt until 1945, 
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and classes were taught at the hall for the duration of that time. It was during that time period that the one-story addition on the east 
elevation was constructed by Calvert County as a lunchroom for the students. 

In 1945, Huntingtown Hall was sold to the Huntingtown Methodist Church. During the Church's ownership, the hall was used for 
dinners and plays were held on the raised stage. Local residents also recall dances and boxing matches being held in the hall. As 
with other community church buildings, the local residents continued to use the building for meetings and social events during this 
period. Among other groups that met there was the Calvert Post of the American Legion. (4) Twelve years later in 1957, the 
building was purchased by the American Legion, Calvert Post No. 85. 

The American Legion was chartered in 1919 by an act of Congress as a patriotic, mutual-help, wartime veterans' organization. (5) 
The organization proclaims as its mission the defense of the United States Constitution, the promotion of law, order and 
"Americanism," and the remembrance of the events and associations of the major wars, and has traditionally been a strong 
supporter of the Boy Scouts of America and other charitable organizations for children. (6) During the 1950s, nationwide 
membership in the American Legion had reached an all time high of over three million U. S. Armed Services veterans of both 
World Wars and the Korean War, a large percentage of which were from rural and small town areas such as Calvert County. (7) 
Calvert County hosted a number of posts including those in Chesapeake Beach, Huntingtown and Prince Frederick. As with many 
other organizations of this type, the American Legion had a counterpart women's group called the American Legion Auxiliary, 
which held their own meetings and participated in their own events and charities. As suggested by the deed from the United 
Methodist Church, the American Legion posts in Calvert County, and in other places across the country, were racially segregated. 
Because membership in many American Legion posts was closed to African Americans, African Americans formed their own 
posts, as in the case of the American Legion Gray-Ray Post 220 (CT-1290) in Prince Frederick. 

The Calvert Post of the American Legion was chartered on April 29, 1920. (8) Before the purchase of Huntingtown Hall, the 
Calvert Post No. 85 had been meeting at various locations in Calvert County, including the county library and for an extended 
period in Allen Bowen's garage. (9) Several restrictions were placed on the building when it was sold to the Calvert Post No. 85, 
including the prohibition of the sale or manufacture of any "intoxicating liquors" on the property, and the sale or occupancy of the 
building by "any person of the negro race." ( 10) Restrictions of this kind were common in the sale of lodge and church buildings 
during the period. In the 1980s, a new deed was drawn up, in which the restriction was altered to state that no alcohol could be 
sold, rather than no alcohol served. 

The American Legion made several renovations to the hall following its formal dedication in 1961, including the addition of 
modem bathrooms, air conditioning and central heating. (11) The Calvert Post No. 85 again made renovations to the building circa 
1991, including the application of vinyl siding. ( 12) The building continues to serve as the post home of the American Legion 
Calvert Post No. 85, which holds its meetings in the 1957 addition, although the original portion of the building has been renovated 
and is now used by the Calvert School of Dance. 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

February 27, 1914: William H. Grierson and Bettie V. Grierson, wife to the Huntingtown Improvement Company 
Land Records of Calvert County 
Liber GWD 15, Folio 206 

June 12, 1945: The Huntingtown Improvement Company to the Methodist Church of Huntingtown 
Land Records of Calvert County 
Liber A WR 4, Folio 137 
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June 18, 1957: Huntingtown United Methodist Church to Calvert Post 85, The American Legion 
Land Records of Calvert County 
Liber JLB 11, Folio 455 

December 1, 1983: United Methodist Church ofHuntingtown to the American Legion of Maryland, No. 85 
Land Records of Calvert County 
Liber ABE 310, Folio 42 (13) 

ENDNOTES 

I. Waters Ross, interview with Robin J. Weidlich and Carrie E. Albee, Mutual, MD, June 4, 2002; and Oliver Foote, Agnes 
Jefferson and Eugene Ward, interview by Robin J. Weidlich, Lusby, MD, June 11, 2002. 
2. Calvert County Land Records, Liber GWD 14, Folio 423, Calvert County Courthouse, Prince Frederick, MD. 
3. Camille Wells, "American Legion Hall Calvert Post #85, CT-757," September 1986, Maryland Historical Trust State Historic 
Sites Inventory Form, Maryland Historical Trust, Crownsville, MD. 
4. "A Brief History of Calvert County Post 85," Seventy-First Anniversary Celebration of Post Charter, April 29, 1920-April 29, 
1991, Calvert Post No. 85 Archives, American Legion Hall, Calvert Post No. 85, Huntingtown, MD. 
5. "American Legion," on the World Wide Web at www.legion.org. 
6. "American Legion." 
7. "American Legion." 
8. "A Brief History of Calvert County Post 85." 
9. "A Brief History of Calvert County Post 85." 
10. Land Records of Calvert County, Liber JLB 11, Folio 455, Calvert County Courthouse, Prince Frederick, MD. 
11. "A Brief History of Calvert County Post 85." 
12. "A Brief History of Calvert County Post 85." 
13. Confirmatory deed without restrictions. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. CT-757 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 0.98 Acres 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Acreage of historical setting 0.75 Acres 

Quadrangle name Prince Frederick Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Huntingtown Hall has been associated with Parcel 243, as denoted on Tax Map 18, since its construction circa 1914. 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title R. Weidlich and C. Albee, Architectural Historians 

organization E.H.T. Traceries, Inc. dat 8/26/02 

street and number 1121 Fifth Street, N.W. telephone 202/393-1199 

city or town Washington stat DC zip code 2000 I 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 
supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 

DHCD/DHCP 

100 Community Place 

Crownsville MD 21032 

410-514-7600 
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Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
CALVERT COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

District - 02 Account Number - 113732 
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• 

Page I of I 

G~Q_l!ack 
View Map 
N_ewse~r~b 

P.92 

P.14 

P.9 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2001. 
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning 

w~b site at w~:w_.Ill_QQ,~l'il~"-f!JQ._l1~ 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/maps/showmap.asp ?countyid=05&accountid=02+ 113732 4/ 15/02 
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Survey No. CT-757 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic American Legion Hall Calvert Post #85 

and/or common Also: Calvert School of Dance 

2. Location 

street & number Huntingtown Road (Maryland Route 521) 

city, town Huntingtown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__K._not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_!_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Calvert 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_K_ other: social 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name American Legion, Calvert Post #85 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town Huntingtown state and zip code Maryland 20639 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County Courthouse liber 

street & number Main Street (MD 765) folio 

city, town Prince Frederick state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state _ county __ local 

.... epository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
~fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
~unaltered 
__ altered 

Check one 
~ original site 
~moved date of move 

Survey No. C\ 151 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This lodge hall is set right up on the road, oriented 
with its gable end facing south. It is supported by a low 
concrete-block foundation and is framed with weatherboard 
siding, the narrow, 1920's kind. The rafters have sawn curved 
ends left exposed. The roof is covered with sheet metal. A 
brick stove flue is situated near the rear end wall. The 
side walls are five narrow bays long. The windows are glazed 
with one-over-one double-hung sash. The three-bay front 
of the building has a central doorway that has recently been 
reduced in size. There is a rear concrete-block addition 
and a stuccoed recessed east wing, both dating to the 1950's 
or 1960's. The main structure appears to date from the 1920's. 



8. Significance Survey No. C.l-157 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Directed historical research would more firmly establish 
the historical significance of this site. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. Cf- 15-7 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LI_J .__I L......L.-., .......... ......,1 ..._I .....__._~-- oLJJ I I I I 
E LLJ I I ..__! ~____.___._....._. F LL_j I I 
G LLJ I I .__! ~____.___--- H LL_j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Camille Wells 

organization 
MHT/Calvert Planning Department 

date 
September 30, 1986 

Main Street 535-2348 
street & number 

Courthouse, 
telephone 

(301) 

city or town 
Prince Frederick Maryland 20678 

state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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Ct-757 American Le~ion Hall 
Calvert Post #85 
Huntin~town Road 
Huntine:town 

Camille Wells 9/86 
view from the southwest 


