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BARDOG (log canoe) 
Solomons, Maryland 

BARDOG is a 26' long two-long canoe in the collection of the Calvert Marine Museum. 
Of the original canoe only the two hollowed logs remain, held together by iron drifts; 
rising planks, washboards, and any decking the boat once had are all missing and no 
fittings survive intact. Built c. 1870 in the Poquoson, Virginia region as a sailing 
canoe, the vessel was sometime subsequently altered for power. BARDOG gains her 
significance for being a rare survival of the two-log Poquoson-style canoe and for 
being one of the oldest log canoes to survive in Maryland. Despite her deteriorated 
condition, the vessel is important for the way in which it illustrates, in a museum 
setting, the original method of Chesapeake Bay two-log canoe construction. 
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1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic BARDOG 

and/or common 2-log canoe CMM 78-1011 

2. Location 

street & number 

city, town 
Solomons 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_Xobject 

Ownership 
-?1>ublic 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Xnot applicable 

_ vicinity of 

Status 
_occupied 

county 

_x_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
~yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. CT-789 

Magi No. 0507895533 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Calvert 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_x_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Calvert Marine Museum 

street & number telephone no.: 326-3719 

city, town Solomons state and zip code Maryland 20688 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _ local 

.:pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

~ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
~altered 

Check one 
__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CT-789 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This 26' long two-log canoe is a rare survival of a two-log canoe. Originally 
built for sail, probably c. 1870, in the Poquoson, Virginia area, the boat was 
at some time subsequently altered for power. It has a beam of 5' and a depth of 2'. 
Once used for oyster-tonging, the boat is now on display at the Calvert Marine 
Museum, Solomons. It is in deteriorated condition with many parts missing, but 
shows well the method of two-log canoe building as well as the means of strengthening 
the hull for power. 

Built of two logs hollowed and fitted together, originally with metal butterfly keys, 
the boat has had three partial frames added and may have been fully framed at one 
time. Iron drifts now hold the logs together at bow and stern, which have lost 
their sharp lines. There is a planked skeg at the stern and a wide plank keelson 
with a centerboard slot cut into it. An alteration performed by an earlier owner 
added an additional shoe to the keel. The frames were added in the 1960s to 
stabilize what was left of the hull. Rising planks, washboards, and any decking 
the boat once had are all missing and no fittings survive intact. 

The boat was built for sail, but altered to accomodate a one-cylinder Palmer 
engine which is no longer in the boat, but was there when the boat floated 
ashore at St. Georges Creek in 1948. The hull was once finished white but 
all traces of paint are now gone. 



8. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- 140(}-1499 

- 150(}-1599 
- 160(}-1699 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 
__ agriculture __ economics 
__ architecture ~ education 

Survey No. CT-789 

__ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ law __ science 
__ literature __ sculpture 
__ military __ social/ 

- 170(}-1799 
~ 180(}-1899 
_ 190(}-

__ art 
~commerce 

__ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ theater 

__ communications 

Specific dates c. 1870 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
__ industry __ politics/government 
__ invention 

Builder/ Architect Unknown 

B c D 

B c D E F G 

national state local 

_x_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

This vessel is significant as being a rare survival of the two-log Poquoson--Style 
canoe and for being one of the oldest log canoes to survive in Maryland. It is also 
of interest for being one of the many sailing log canoes later altered for power, 
forming the first type of motorized workboat on the Bay. 

BARDOG is thought to date from about 1870 and was probably built in the Poquoson region 
of Virginia, although the various regional types of log canoe building were known to 
have spread throughout the Bay region. The canoe's two-log construction illustrates 
the first step in the development of the multiple-log canoe building process that was 

·ised by local boatbuilders after the Civil War, when logs large enough to from a 
- _.10e had become scarce and the technique of joining three, five, and seven smaller 
logs together became common. In BARDOG the two logs forming the hull were joined 
together using metal butterfly plates or "dovetails," one of the classic methods of 
log-canoe joinery. The hull was later reinforced with iron drifts, or bolts, at bow 
and stern. As with most of the early canoes this example is relatively small, within 
the early 20-to-30-foot length range for working boats. These dimensions were greatly 
increased once the multiple-log construction method became accepted. 

BARDOG was built for sail and was used for tonging oysters. Under sail, the canoe 
carried a rig consisting of a single, sharply raked mast and a leg-of-mutton sail, 
perhaps with a jib. When the boat was washed ashore in St. Georges Creek in 1948, 
it had a single-cylinder Palmer engine which was probably added sometime after 1904 
when the internal combustion engine became available. When the engine was added, the 
canoe's _original centerboard slot, cut through the side plank keelson, was closed up. 

Now in deteriorated condition, with strengthening frames added to hold the hull together, 
BARDOG is important not only for its rarity but also for the way in which it illustrates, 
in a museum setting, the original method of Chesapeake Bay two-log canoe construction. 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Anne Witty I M.E. Havward 

organization Maryland Historical Society date 5/84 

street & number 201 W. Monument St. telephone 685-3750 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
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SCALE 
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SAIL PLAN 

PLATE III C. SAIL PLAN OF PoquosoN Two,LOG CANOE. 

Built hy Henry Freeman, Back River, Messick, Va., 1876. Drawings by The Historic 
American Merchant Marine Survey. (Courtesy U.S. National Museum) 
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PLATE Ill I3. SECTIONS: PoQuosoN Two-LOG CANOE. 

I3uilt by Henry Freeman, Back River, Messick, Va., 1876. Drawings by The Historic American 
Merchant Marine Survey. (Courtesy U.S. National Museum) 
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BARDOG 
Solomons, Md 

port side 
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BAR DOG 
Solomons, Md 

stern 
M. C. Wootton 4/84 
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BARDOG 
Solomons, Md 

interior hull 
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