
CT-84 

White Hall , (Thomas W.B. Smith House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 02-03-2017 



CAPSULE SUMMARY 
CT-84 
White Hall 
10800 Southern Maryland Boulevard 
Dunkirk, Calvert County, Maryland 
Ca.1858 
Private 

White Hall is an early nineteenth-century agricultural property situated on the west side of Southern 

Maryland Boulevard, just north of Dunkirk, Calvert County, Maryland. The property consists of 47.85 

acres. A circular driveway stretches west from Southern Maryland Boulevard to access the dwelling 

and outbuildings that comprise the property. These consist of a ca.-1858 dwelling, associated brick 

smokehouse, and tobacco barn ruins, ca.-1950 shed and garage, a ca.1978 garage, and a nineteenth-

century county polling house moved to the property in 1985. The dwelling and associated outbuildings 

retain many original features and details, including the original wood siding and trim, windows, doors, 

and portions of the original slate shingle roof cladding. 

White Hall was constructed ca. 1858 by Thomas W.B. Smith after fire consumed a large portion of the 

earlier dwelling associated with White Hall. The dwelling and associated outbuilding was part of a 

large farm that included over 168 acres owned by the descendants of Benjamin Kidd Talbott for over 

100 years and into the present day. The prominent two-story dwelling is an amalgamation of early to 

mid-nineteenth-century styles, as reflected through the double-parlor, end-hall Federal-style floor plan, 

Greek Revival-style entry evidenced through the Doric columns of the porch and sidelights and 

transom accentuating the entry, and Italianate-style pyramidal roof with bracketed overhanging eaves. 
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7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
x_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. CT-84 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

White Hall is an early nineteenth-century agricultural property situated on the west side of Southern Maryland 
Boulevard, just north of Dunkirk, Calvert County, Maryland. The property consists of 47.85 acres. A paved
asphalt circular driveway stretches west from Southern Maryland Boulevard to access the dwelling and 
outbuildings that comprise the property. These consist of a ca.-1858 dwelling, associated brick smokehouse, and 
tobacco barn ruins, ca.-1950 shed and garage, a ca.1978 garage, and a nineteenth-century county polling house 
moved to the property in 1985 (Sunderland Polling House, CT-192). The dwelling and associated outbuildings 
retain many original features and details, including the original wood siding and trim, windows, doors, and 
portions of the original slate shingle roof cladding. 

DWELLING 

The dwelling associated with White Hall purportedly contains portions of a dwelling that dates to ca. 1801; 
however, the extant dwelling reflects the two-story, frame dwelling constructed by Thomas W. B. Smith ca. 
1850.1 The dwelling blends a Federal-style, end-hall, double-parlor floor plan with a Greek Revival-style main 
entry (Doric columns and entry accentuated by sidelights and transom), and Italianate-style detailing (pyramidal 
shape and overhanging bracketed eaves) at the roofline. The dwelling consists of a central two-story, three-bay 
block with a two-bay, two-story addition to both the north and south elevations (Photographs 1 and 2). A one
bay, one-story addition is set back from the southernmost addition. The dwelling consists of a brick foundation, 
and wood clapboard siding covers the exterior walls. The main block features a pyramidal roof, while the 
additions are capped by gabled roofs. The roofs are sheathed in a combination of slate and composite shingles 
meant to imitate the original slate shingles. The wide overhanging roof eaves are accentuated by simple 
brackets. Interior chimneys extend from the northeast comer, west, and south roof slopes of the main block, 
while a brick exterior chimney is situated in the center of the southernmost addition. The dwelling is primarily 
lit by six-over-six light, double-hung, wood-sash windows, except where noted. The majority of the windows in 
the east elevation (fa9ade) of the main block and southern additions are flanked by sets of operable, louvered, 
wood shutters; however, those that are missing are currently being repaired after suffering damage caused by 
the August 23, 2011 earthquake.2 

The dwelling faces east towards Southern Maryland Boulevard (Photographs 1 - 2). The main entry into the 
dwelling occupies the northernmost first-story bay of the main block. A one-story, one-bay entry porch 
consisting of a brick landing, four Doric columns, and a gabled roof accentuated by brackets at the cornice leads 
to the main entry. The entry consists of a single-leaf, wood-paneled door protected by a two-light, metal storm 
door. The entry is accentuated by three-light over one-panel sidelights and a five-light transom. Two typical 
windows are situated to the south and three typical windows are evenly spaced in the second story. The northern 
addition contains two evenly spaced typical windows in both the first and second stories. The southern addition 
adjacent to the main block contains two typical window openings located slightly to the north in the first and 

1 Steve Eisenman (Current Owner), in conversation with author, March 21, 2012. 
2 Ibid. 
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second stories. A comer entrance, which historically provided access into a doctor's office located in the 
addition, is situated at the southeast comer. Two brick steps lead to a semi-circular brick landing situated at the 
entry. The entry itself consists of a single-leaf, wood-panel door. The southernmost addition contains a single 
typical window in both the first and second stories. 

The eastern side of the south elevation of the main block as well as the adjacent southern addition is visible 
(Photograph 4). A projecting ten-light, replacement window is situated in the first story, while a four-over-four 
light, double-hung, wood-sash window is situated in the second story above in the main block. The adjacent 
southern addition contains a single four-over-four light, double-hung, wood-sash window in the second story. 
The east elevation of the southernmost addition contains the central exterior chimney. A single four-over-four 
light, double-hung, wood-sash window flanks the chimney in both the first and second stories (Photographs 4 -
5). 

The west (rear) elevation contains a one-story, shed-roof, enclosed porch addition across the first story of the 
two southern additions (Photograph 5). The addition contains a replacement vinyl window in the south 
elevation, meant to replicate the original windows of the dwelling. A two-light, fixed-sash plate replacement 
window is situated directly beneath the roofline in the south elevation. The west elevation of the porch addition 
contains a central entry, consisting of a single-leaf, wood-paneled door protected by a two-light storm door and 
accessed by two brick steps. A single six-light, fixed-sash, vinyl window is situated to the south, while a three
sided projecting bay window occupies the opening to the north. An additional entry is situated in the north 
elevation of the porch addition and consists of a single-leaf, wood-paneled door accessed by two brick steps and 
sheltered by a two-light, metal storm door. Three typical windows are evenly spaced in the second story of the 
southern additions, above the enclosed porch. The main block features an entry in the northernmost bay that 
consists of a single-leaf, wood-paneled door, accessed by a set of four wooden steps. A four-light transom 
surmounts the entry (Photograph 6). Two typical windows are situated to the south, and three evenly spaced 
typical windows occupy the second story. The northern addition contains a single-leaf, wood-paneled door in 
the northernmost bay, accessed by four wood steps. A single typical window is situated in the southernmost 
bay, near the main block. A single typical window opening is located in the northernmost bay of the second 
story, above the entry. 

The north elevation of the dwelling, which consists of the north addition, features two evenly spaced typical 
windows in both the first and second stories. 

Overall, the dwelling, which retains its function as a single-family dwelling, is in good condition. 
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A one-story, side-gabled garage, constructed ca. 1978, is situated to the northwest of the dwelling (Photograph 
7). The garage rests atop a brick foundation, and brick comprises the east elevation, while wood siding covers 
the north, south, and west elevations. A screened-in porch supported by Doric columns meant to replicate the 
dwelling's entry porch lines the east elevation. The building is capped by a continuous side-gable roof, sheathed 
in composite shingles meant to imitate slate. A small pyramidal cupola extends from the center of the roof 
ridge. The building is lit by eight-over-eight light, double-hung, wood-sash windows in the north and south 
elevations (Photographs 8 - 9). The east elevation contains only single-leaf, wood-panel doors. The west 
elevation contains a three overhead garage doors in the northernmost bay, with a single-leaf pedestrian entry, 
accessed by four wood steps, situated to the south (Photographs 9 - 10). Overall, the garage is in good 
condition. 

SUNDERLAND POLLING HOUSE (CT-192) 

A one-story nineteenth-century Calvert County polling house was relocated from Sunderland to White Hall in 
1985.3 The building rests on concrete block piers. Clapboard siding, painted white, covers the exterior walls, 
and the gable-front roof is sheathed in slate shingles. The south elevation contains two evenly spaced single
leaf, wood-paneled doors, accessed by two simple wood steps (Photograph 12). A single two-over-two light, 
double-hung, wood-sash window is situated in the west elevation. The window is flanked by operable, louvered, 
wood shutters. A single former pedestrian entry consisting of a wood-paneled door occupies the northernmost 
bay in the west elevation. The north elevation consists of two evenly spaced, six-light, awning, wood-sash 
windows (Photograph 13). The east elevation contains a two-over-two light, double-hung, wood-sash window 
centered in the elevation. Overall, the building, which stands vacant, is in fair condition. 

GARAGE I 

A one-story, ca.-1950 garage is located to the southwest of the dwelling. The building consists of a long 
rectangular linear gable-front block with a one-bay cross-gable at the east elevation (Photograph 14). The 
building rests on a poured concrete foundation, and vinyl siding covers the exterior walls. The roof is sheathed 
in asphalt shingles. The east elevation features a single garage bay in the northern bay, while a single-leaf steel 
pedestrian door is situated to the south. Two evenly spaced replacement vinyl windows are located in the south 
elevation of the cross-gabled addition. The north and west elevations lack openings (Photograph 15). The 
garage is currently in good condition. In addition, the ruins of a frame tobacco barn are visible to the west of the 
garage (Photograph 15). 

3 Ibid. 
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A small one-story ca.-1950 shed is situated to the south of Garage 1. The shed appears to have been an earlier 
building, as evidence of the former brick exterior walls is visible through the concrete parging that covers the 
foundation (Photograph 16). The rest of the exterior walls are clad in aluminum siding, and asphalt shingles 
cover the gable-front roof. The shed features a single-leaf steel pedestrian door in the east elevation, while two 
six-over-six light, double-hung, wood-sash windows are situated in the north and south elevations. The west 
elevation lacks openings. Overall, the shed, which historically may have served as a summer kitchen, is in good 
condition. 

SMOKEHOUSE 

A one-story, one-bay, brick smokehouse is situated to the south of the dwelling (Photograph 17). The brickwork 
that comprises the building has been entirely reconstructed. The building is capped by a gable-front roof 
featuring wide overhanging eaves and clad in slate shingles on the west slope and composite shingles meant to 
imitate slate at the east slope. The roof appears to have undergone some modifications as it contains no 
evidence of a former chimney that most likely pierced the ridge. The only entry into the building consists of a 
narrow set of double-leaf, vertical board doors centered in the south elevation. Overall, the building, which is 
largely inaccessible due to equipment concealing the south entry, is in good condition. 

LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

A long open paved-asphalt driveway leads west from Southern Maryland Boulevard to access White Hall 
(Photograph 1 ). The circular driveway passes south of the dwelling to curve around to the north of garage 2 and 
exit back onto the straight-away from Southern Maryland Boulevard. A concrete in-ground pool, enclosed by a 
wrought-iron metal fence is situated immediately to the north of the dwelling (Photograph 11). The property is 
interspersed with many notable mature trees, including a Charter Wye Oak, elm trees, and boxwood foundation 
plantings that are over 100 years old.4 Agricultural fields characterize the property to the north and northwest, 
while dense woodland lines the property to the south and serves to screen the property from a community park 
situated further south. 

INTEGRITY 

White Hall retains its integrity of location, on the west side of Southern Maryland Boulevard. Integrity of 
setting has been compromised through the widening of Southern Maryland Boulevard to the east, subsequent 
development to the south, and the conversion of former agricultural fields into wooded and commercial lots, as 

4 Ibid. 
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evident from the 1938 and 1957 historic aerial imagery. Although the dwelling has undergone alterations, 
including the application of some replacement windows, it overall retains integrity of materials, workmanship, 
and design through the retention of the wall and roof cladding and overall footprint. The retention of the 
dwelling, smokehouse, and tobacco barn ruins contribute to integrity of association and feeling as a mid
nineteenth-century property. 
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Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.} 

White Hall was constructed ca. 1858 by Thomas W.B. Smith after fire consumed a large portion of the earlier 
dwelling associated with White Hall. The dwelling and associated outbuilding was part of a large farm that 
included over 168 acres owned by descendants of Benjamin Kidd Talbott for over 100 years. The prominent 
two-story dwelling is an amalgamation of early to mid-nineteenth-century styles, as reflected through the 
double-parlor, end-hall Federal-style floor plan, Greek Revival-style entry evidenced through the Doric columns 
of the porch and sidelights and transom accentuating the entry, and Italianate-style pyramidal roof with 
bracketed overhanging eaves. 

HISTORY OF WHITE HALL 

Local histories note that White Hall was constructed in the late 1850s for Thomas W. B. Smith after fire 
destroyed most of his earlier home.5 Shortly thereafter, Smith conveyed the property to Benjamin Kidd Talbott 
and his wife, Druscilla. The 1860 Federal Population Census notes Benjamin Kidd Talbot, age 47 and head of 
household, as a farmer and planter. His household also included his 43-year-old wife, Druscilla, their sons, 
Joseph and Benjamin H., and their daughter, Rebecca. His real estate was valued at $8,000, with his personal 
property an additional $13,000, a fairly large sum for the time period.6 Benjamin Talbott owned several farms in 
Calvert County. By 1870, Talbott's real estate had dropped $5,000, while his personal assets amounted to 
$1,000. This most likely reflects the freeing of Talbott's slaves (previously accounted for in his 1860 totals) as 
well as property devaluation that characterized Maryland tobacco farms during the Reconstruction era. 
Benjamin Talbott's household included his wife, daughter, and two sons, as well as a 45-year-old domestic 
servant and 40-year-old farm laborer. 7 

Benjamin Kidd Talbott died on January 21, 1889. Interestingly, his will is one of the oldest that remains on 
record in Calvert County due to the 1882 courthouse fire that destroyed the majority of preceding records. His 

5 "Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage," Chesapeake Country Life, April 1981. Courtesy of Calvert County Historical Society. 
6 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States: Benjamin Talbott (Washington, D.C., U.S. Census Bureau, 1860). 
7 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States: Benjamin Talbott (Washington, D.C., U.S. Census Bureau, 1870). 
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real estate was divided among his children; however, White Hall is not specifically noted in his will.8 It may be 
that the property was called something else, or that the property had passed out of his ownership by this time. 
Most likely, the property passed to his eldest son, Joseph F. Talbott, also recorded as "F.J. Talbott," who was 
living at White Hall at the time, with his wife D. Etta Talbott and his son, D. Russell Talbott.9 

The late-nineteenth-century records pertaining to the ownership of White Hall are inconclusive; however, by the 
early twentieth century, the property was under ownership of Doctor David Russell Talbott, a descendant of 
grandson of Benjamin Kidd Talbott. Dr. Talbott constructed the corner entry in the southeast elevation of the 
dwelling in order to provide exterior access into his doctor's office, which he operated out of the home during 
the early twentieth century. The 1900 Federal Census notes that "Russell Talbott," was an unmarried 23-year
old physician living in a boarding house in Baltimore. 10 By 1920, he's noted as a physician living in Calvert 
County, along with his wife, Mary Elizabeth, daughter Elizabeth Virginia, and a 27-year household 
servant/family priest Sadie Hoy and her seven-year-old son, George. I I After Dr. Talbott's death, the property 
passed to daughter, Elizabeth Virginia Talbott, who married William Kitchin. I2 It was most likely during the 
Kitchin's ownership that the ca.-1950 garage and shed were constructed on top of previous foundations (as 
evident through the foundation materials). Historic aerial imagery from 1938 shows the dwelling, adjacent 
smokehouse, as well as several buildings situated in a dense wooded area to the south and west of the dwelling. 
In addition, several tobacco barns are evident. Agricultural fields surround the entire property. 13 

On January 20, 1972, William W. Townsend, the personal representative for the estate of Elizabeth Virginia 
Talbott Kitchin, conveyed 2/3 of the real estate holdings of the late Mrs. Kitchin to her daughter, Mary 
Elizabeth Eisenman. 14 Mary and her husband, Richard L. Eisenman oversaw the construction of the ca. 1978 
garage as well as the relocation of one of Calvert County's polling houses from Sunderland to the White Hall 
property. 15 On August 1976, the Eisenmans conveyed a large portion of the farm to the Calvert County Board of 
Commissioners for use as a community park. This and subsequent transactions brought the White Hall property 
to 47.8 acres, its current configuration and measurement. 16 On January 20, 1982, Richard L. Eisenman 
conveyed the entire 47.85-acre lot to Mary Eisenman, who continued to live on the property until her death on 
December 15, 2000. In 1985, Mary Eisenmann had the Sunderland Polling House (CT-192) moved from its 

8 Calvert County Will Book 1: 154-160. 
9 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States: F.J. Talbott (Washington, D.C., U.S. Census Bureau, 1880). 
10 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States: Russell Talbott (Washington, D.C., U.S. Census Bureau, 1900). 
11 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Census of the United States: David Russell Talbott (Washington, D.C., U.S. Census Bureau, 1920). 
12 Calvert County Clerk of Circuit Court Land Records Liber 86: 128. 
13 Calvert County Department of Technology Services, Historic Imagery Viewer, http://calvertgis.co.cal.md.us/flexviewer imagerv!, 
accessed May 2012. 
14 Calvert County Clerk of Circuit Court Land Records Liber 142: 249. 
15 Steve Eisenman (Current Owner), in conversation with author, March 21, 2012. 
16 Calvert County Clerk of Circuit Court Land Records Liber 200: 229. 
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White Hall is owned and lived in by Steven L. Eisenman, the son of Mary and Richard Eisenman, and his 
f: ·1 17 am1 y. 

17 Calvert County Clerk of Circuit Court Land Records Liber 3859: 223 . 
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The boundary for White Hall includes all of Calvert County Tax Parcel 20 shown on Tax Map 3. The boundary includes the ca. 
1858 dwelling that has occupied the property since the time of its construction. 
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Photograph 1: White Hall, view looking west from driveway, near Southern Maryland Boulevard. March 2012. 
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Photograph 2: White Hall, dwelling, east elevation, view looking west. March 2012. 
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Photograph 3: White Hall, dwelling, east elevation, view looking northwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 4: White Hall, dwelling, south and east elevations, view looking northwest. Note comer entrance. 
March 2012. 
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Photograph 5: White Hall, dwelling, southwest comer, view looking northeast. March 2012. 
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Photograph 6: White Hall, dwelling, west elevation, view looking east. March 2012. 
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Photograph 7: White Hall, garage 2, east elevation, view looking west. March 2012. 
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Photograph 8: White Hall, garage 2, north elevation, view looking southwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 9: White Hall, garage 2, west and south elevations, view looking northeast. March 2012. 
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Photograph 10: White Hall, garage 2, west elevation, view looking east. March 2012. 
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Photograph 11 : White Hall, view looking north across in-ground pool. Note polling house in background, to 
right. March 2012. 
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Photograph 12: Sunderland Polling House (CT-192), west and south elevations, view looking northeast. March 
2012. 
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Photograph 13: Sunderland Polling House (CT-192), east and north elevations, view looking southwest. March 
2012. 
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Photograph 14: White Hall, garage 1, east elevation, view looking northwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 15: White Hall, garage 1, east and north elevations, view looking southwest. March 2012. 
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Photograph 16: White Hall, shed, east and north elevations, view looking southwest. Note brick below concrete 
parging at foundation. March 2012. 
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Photograph 17: White Hall, smokehouse, north and west elevations, view looking southeast. March 2012. 
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White Hall (CT-84) 
Digital Photo Log: All photographs printed using Epson Ultrachrome Pigmented Ink on Epson Premium Matte Photo Paper 

CT 84 201203 01 I CT-84 I White Hall j Calvert IE. Diehl I 03/2012 I View looking west from driveway, near I 1of17 - -
Southern Mar land Boulevard. 

CT 84 201203 02 " " " " " Dwell in r, east elevation, view lookin west. 2of17 
CT 84 201203 03 " " " " " Dwelling, east elevation, view looking 3of17 

northwest. 
CT 84 201203 04 I " I " I " I " I " I Dwelling, south and east elevations, view I 4of17 

lookin northwest. 
CT 84 201203 05 " " " " " Dwelling, southwest corner, view looking 5of17 

northeast. 
CT 84 201203 06 " " " " " Dwelling, west elevation, view looking east. 6of17 
CT 84 201203 07 " " " " " Garage 2, east elevation, view looking west. 7of17 
CT 84 201203 08 " " " " " Garage 2, north elevation, view looking 8of17 

southwest. 
CT 84 201203 09 I " I " I " I " I " I Garage 2, west and south elevations, view I 9 of 11 

looking northeast. 
CT 84 201203 10 " " " " " Garage 2, west elevation, view looking east. 10of17 
CT 84 201203 11 " " " " " View looking north across in-ground pool. 11 of 17 
CT 84 201203 12 " " " " " Sunderland Polling House (CT-192), west and 12of17 

south elevations, view lookin northeast. 
CT 84 201203 13 " " " " " Sunderland Polling House (CT-192), east and 13 of 17 

north elevations, view lookin southwest. 
CT 84 201203 14 " " " " " Garage 1, east elevation, view looking I 14 of 17 

northwest. 
CT 84 201203 15 I " I " I " I " I " I Garage 1, east and north elevations, view I 15of17 

lookin southwest. 
CT 84 201203 16 " " " " " Shed, east and north elevations, view looking I 16 of 17 

southwest. 
CT 84 201203 17 I " I " I " I " I " I Smokehouse, north and west elevations, view I 17of 17 

looking southeast. 






































































