
CT-95 
JA'..'2S T. COX FAW.'I 

(2nd Half 19th Century) 
Sunderland 

Private 

A well-~aintained five-bay, 2~­
story farmhouse, a well house, meat 
house, privy, coal bin, garage, corn 
crib and tobacco barns here comprise 
a neat and orderly far~. Three gen­
erations of the same family have lived 
on the Cox farm with relatively few 
changes. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The one or two generations th~t have matured ~ithout giving a thought as 
to what it might be like without central he~t or indoor plumbing are often 
ethno centric about those conveniences. That a clean and healthy existence is 
possible without t~:em, however, is proven by life on the Cox farm on Lower 
Marlboro Road. Here the widowed, Mrs. ~lsie ~nsminger, lives in the house which 
her grandfatner built over years ago. Mrs. Ensminger prefers to draw her own 
water in a bucket from the well, which is near the west end of the house; she 
feels no ne::d for an indoor toilet and is happy with the coal fed space heaters. 
Mrs. Ensminger still cures her own meacs. This writer can accest to the neat 
and orderly appearance of the fa...."Y'Ill some of which can be seen in tne· accompanying 
photographs. 

·rhe house is a five bay wide, two and a half story, structure Vlith exteri,_r 
chimneys an both ends. There is a gable end roof with three regularly spaced 
pedimented dormers on the south side. On this s_Jne facade, there is a porch 
covering three bays which has been screened in. Windows are 6/6. The exterior 
has been covered with aluminum siding; the interior was not examined. 

There are many dependencies around this f"'__rm house. About 20 1 from the 
west end, there is a well house. The tall and slender structure contains a 
pulley and rope wi t;1 a bucket attached. P_ll of the water necessary for cooking, 
bathing, etc is acq_uired in this manner. Behind (N) the main dwelling (and near 
the kitchen) is the meathouse which on June 24 1 1976 was locked aPd full of 
meat. It is constructed of machine cut timbers nailed together with wire nails 
and covered with vertical weatherboard. 

Northwest of the mec:.tt.ouse, the privy sits behind bushes. Like the other 
structures which are in the immed_ate vicinity of the house, it is painted a 
crisp white. There is a tiny V.shaped vent cut into the top of t~e door. 

The other buildings are west of t:_e main house and they are connected by 
a dirt fari lane. The first structure encountered is the coal bin. Be~ond it 
is the garage. It is a board and b;::..tten building with a metal roof. 

A large tobacco barn is next and according to Mrs. 3ns::ainger, it is the 
oldest of the outbuildings having been there ilS lon,: as she can reoe:mber. The 
original biil'n is c. 24' x 40 1 and is constructed of hand hewn beams fastened 
by mortise and tenons with trunnels. This barn has continuous plates and sills. 
Sheds have been added i;iving it the strange gambril appe:oir~:nce which seems to 
be unique to Southern Maryl2Ild tobacco barns. T~:ie addition on t~1e east end, 
when viewed from the north, is not as high as t[1e main portion and has a single 
d_rection or shed roof. A gable-end, i:iain roof with a single directior:. or shed 
roof on one end slo_,:;ing away from. :the building, i:;;,not an uncommon arrangement. 

West of the large tobacco barn is a grouping of smaller b"J.ildings on the 
lane. These include a modern cinderblock storage shed, ~ corn house and another 
barn. Lone. white washed boards in t..:.e loft of the cornhouse may be materials 
from an earlier structure. The smaller b"'rn is made of hand hewn timbers 
fastened by mortise and tenon with trunn.els. Cut nails are evident in this 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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In addition to the hou. e, there are many o __ tbuildint.s on this fa.rm, and 
they vc:.ry in age as mucr" as fu.>J.ction. Among these are a meathouse, privy and 
well house which c..r,c: still in use. This neat and well kept 19th Century fa.rm also 
has a tJbacco barn, which, like the other b~ildings, preserves that era by 
remaining in use. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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building. 

The adjoin;i.ng property (,·i) was once part of this farm. It conts_ins a large 
tobacco barn that does not appee_1r olde:· than those described here. A JlOdern 
brick ranch house now stands upon ~ hill and family tradition holds t~:at it is 
the site of an earlier log cabin. 
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