CT-98C
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
MAGI #0500985607

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

EINAME

HISTORIC

Casino
AND/OR COMMON

(in Chesapeake Beach Amusement Park)

BJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Dentzel Court

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chesapeake Beach — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
, Maryland Calvert
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC —OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE  _MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) X _PRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED X COMMERCIAL XPARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE X ENTERTAINMENT  _ RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO _ MILITARY __QTHER:
EY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN sTATE, Z1p code
—__ VICINITY OF
[ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber i:
iber #:
COURTHOUSE, Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

v DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED __ORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0OD _RUINS —ALTERED -—-MOVED DATE.
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Casino pictured in A, W, Williams page 117 and dated C. 1900 also
appears in the advertisement published as A Souvenir Book of
Chesapeake Beach, iD. C. 1910 = 12, Portions of this building can be seen
incorporated into the present casino,

This frame structure covered with white clapboards has a short square

tower with a hipped roof and round windows in the upper portion. This distinctive

feature is decernable in the photographs cited above,

One of O:ito Mears original plans for Chesapeake Beach was that horseracing

and gambling to be among the amusements. This building was to be a "little
Monte Carlo." Whether or not it was due to legal problems or local sentiment

against it is unclear but, nevertheless, t.e galbling operation failed. According
to Williams, the Casino was then converted into a restaurant and had a veautiful
oak bar that was installed by Anheuser-Busch before gyrobition. That bar is now

in the Rod & Rezl Club.

Williams points out that the building was used up until the 1970's and that
it has suffered many alterations. The differences suggested by comparison with

early photographs are: The polygonal building with a matching balustraded

arcpde was changed to a rectangular building with the poorly designed full porch

on rectangular arcade. The cupola is missing.

It is not certain if these are the same elevations; one wonders if they
are the same b.ildin-s. One element is the same, however, and that is the
tower-like projection rising out of the center of the building wuich has the
unusual circular windows. They are the only '"secon: story" windows and
resemble portholes.

The Souvenir advertises "The Casino is a cool and comfortable building, with
extensive verandas and large dining-room capusble of accommodating several thousand

guests in a day.

Refreshments of all kinds are served on the verzsndas and in the dining-
room. e will cheerfully furaish estimates for Banquets, Parties, and Clubs.

The proprietors are listed as the Chesapeake Catering Company Inc. who
advertise seafood as their speciality.

An unusual and somewhat confusing #£eature of this building is that it has

a full porch on the euast side, a colenade of soris, which has a roof with a
pitch running towards the uovper win.ows but c.eates an unusual shaped porch.
porch faces the bay and besides providing a fine view of the water catches the
breeze off of Chesapeake Bay.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B SIGNIFICANCE

CT-98C

—
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —_COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _—CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE _.SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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FEMAJCR BIBLISGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EB1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

ORGANIZATION DATE

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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